
American Mahjong Cheat Sheet

American Mahjong cheat sheet is an essential tool for both beginners and seasoned
players looking to enhance their gameplay and understanding of this intricate game.
American Mahjong, a variant of traditional Mahjong, involves a unique set of rules, tiles, and
scoring systems that can be overwhelming for newcomers. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive guide to the American Mahjong cheat sheet, covering everything from tile
types and hands to scoring methods and strategies.

Understanding the Basics of American Mahjong

Before diving into the cheat sheet, it's crucial to understand the fundamental elements of
American Mahjong.

What is American Mahjong?

American Mahjong is a game derived from the traditional Chinese Mahjong, popularized in
the United States during the early 20th century. The game typically involves four players
who compete to form winning hands using a set of 152 tiles, which include:

- Suit Tiles: Character tiles (Bamboo, Characters, and Dots)
- Honor Tiles: Winds (East, South, West, North) and Dragons (Red, Green, White)
- Jokers: Wild tiles that can substitute for any tile



The Objective of the Game

The primary objective of American Mahjong is to be the first player to create a complete
hand consisting of 14 tiles, typically arranged in a combination of sets and pairs. Each
player draws and discards tiles in an effort to complete their hand, while also trying to
anticipate opponents' moves.

The American Mahjong Cheat Sheet

An American Mahjong cheat sheet serves as a quick reference for players, offering valuable
insights into tiles, hands, and strategies. Here are the key components of the cheat sheet:

1. Tile Breakdown

To succeed in American Mahjong, players must familiarize themselves with the different
tiles. Here’s a breakdown:

- Suit Tiles:
- Bamboo (1-9): Represented by bamboo sticks, these tiles are numbered 1 through 9.
- Characters (1-9): Depicted as Chinese numerals, these tiles also range from 1 to 9.
- Dots (1-9): Shown as circles, these tiles are likewise numbered from 1 to 9.

- Honor Tiles:
- Winds: Four tiles corresponding to the four cardinal directions. Players typically align their
strategies around their seating position (East, South, West, North).
- Dragons: Three tiles representing the three dragons (Red, Green, White) that are pivotal in
scoring.

- Joker Tiles: These versatile tiles can substitute for any tile in a player's hand, making them
incredibly valuable.

2. Winning Hands

Understanding the different winning hands is crucial for effective gameplay. According to
the National Mahjong League (NML), here are some common hands:

- Pung: Three identical tiles.
- Chow: A sequence of three consecutive tiles in the same suit (only possible with suit tiles).
- Kong: Four identical tiles.
- Pair: Two identical tiles.

In American Mahjong, a winning hand can consist of various combinations of these sets and
pairs, with specific hands outlined in the current year's Mahjong card.



3. Scoring System

The scoring in American Mahjong can be complex, but here's a simplified version of how it
typically works:

- Basic Points: Points awarded for winning hands based on the composition of the tiles.
- Bonus Points: Additional points for specific conditions, such as:
- Winning with a Mahjong that includes a Joker.
- Completing a hand with all honors.

- Exposure Points: Points earned by revealing certain combinations or tiles during
gameplay.

For a detailed scoring system, players should refer to the most recent Mahjong card issued
by the NML.

4. Game Setup and Play

To play American Mahjong, follow these steps:

1. Setup:
- Shuffle the tiles and build a wall (a rectangular structure of tiles) in the center of the table.
- Each player draws tiles in a specific order to form their initial hand (13 tiles).

2. Gameplay:
- Players take turns drawing a tile from the wall or the discard pile.
- After drawing, a player must discard one tile, maintaining a 13-tile hand.
- Continue until a player declares "Mahjong" by completing their hand.

3. Winning:
- A player wins by forming a valid hand and must announce "Mahjong" along with their
hand composition.

Strategies for Success in American Mahjong

While understanding the rules and tiles is essential, employing effective strategies can
significantly improve your gameplay.

1. Tile Management

- Keep track of the tiles that have been discarded.
- Pay attention to what tiles your opponents are picking up, as this can give you clues about
their hands.



2. Flexibility in Hand Formation

- Be open to changing your hand strategy based on the tiles drawn.
- Consider building multiple potential winning hands rather than focusing solely on one.

3. Use of Jokers

- Use Jokers wisely. While they can complete a hand, they may also be better utilized in a
Pung or Kong to maximize scoring.

4. Defensive Play

- When discarding tiles, consider how your choices may benefit your opponents. Avoid
discarding tiles that might help them complete their hands.

Conclusion

An American Mahjong cheat sheet can greatly assist players in mastering the game,
from understanding tile types and winning hands to grasping the scoring system and
employing effective strategies. Whether you are a beginner looking to learn the ropes or an
experienced player seeking to refine your skills, referring to a cheat sheet can enhance
your gameplay experience. With practice and knowledge, you’ll be well on your way to
becoming a proficient American Mahjong player!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an American Mahjong cheat sheet?
An American Mahjong cheat sheet is a reference guide that summarizes the rules, tile
combinations, scoring, and strategies for playing American Mahjong, making it easier for
players to understand the game.

Where can I find a reliable American Mahjong cheat
sheet?
Reliable American Mahjong cheat sheets can be found online on websites dedicated to
Mahjong, in the form of PDFs, or as printable guides. Additionally, many books on Mahjong
include cheat sheets.



What key information is included in an American
Mahjong cheat sheet?
An American Mahjong cheat sheet typically includes the tile categories, winning hands,
scoring guidelines, and common strategies for playing effectively.

Is it legal to use a cheat sheet during American
Mahjong games?
While using a cheat sheet is generally accepted in casual games to help beginners learn, it
may be frowned upon in competitive settings. Always check the house rules before using
one.

Can I create my own American Mahjong cheat sheet?
Yes, you can create your own American Mahjong cheat sheet by summarizing the rules,
common hands, scoring systems, and strategies based on your understanding and
experiences with the game.

What are some common winning hands to include on a
cheat sheet?
Common winning hands in American Mahjong include Pungs, Chows, Kong, and various
special hands like the 'Seven Pairs' and 'All Pungs'. These should be highlighted in any
cheat sheet.

How can a cheat sheet improve my American Mahjong
game?
A cheat sheet can improve your American Mahjong game by providing quick access to
essential rules and strategies, helping you make informed decisions during play and
increasing your chances of winning.

Are there differences between American Mahjong and
other forms of Mahjong that a cheat sheet should
highlight?
Yes, a cheat sheet should highlight that American Mahjong has specific rules, scoring
systems, and unique winning hands compared to other forms like Chinese Mahjong, so
players are aware of the differences.

What should I do if I notice discrepancies in different
American Mahjong cheat sheets?
If you notice discrepancies, it's best to refer to the official rules provided by the National
Mahjong League or other reputable sources to clarify the correct rules and scoring for
American Mahjong.
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Unlock the secrets of American Mahjong with our comprehensive cheat sheet! Improve your game
strategy and skills. Discover how to play smarter today!
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