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Among the Hidden is a compelling novel written by Margaret Peterson Haddix that explores themes of
identity, freedom, and the moral implications of a society that prioritizes control over individual rights. This
guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the novel’s key elements, including its plot,
characters, themes, and discussion questions, making it an invaluable resource for both educators and
students.

Plot Summary

Among the Hidden is set in a dystopian future where the government enforces a strict population control
policy, limiting families to two children. The story follows a third child, Luke Garner, who must live in
hiding to avoid detection. As a shadow in his own home, Luke experiences the profound isolation and fear
that come with being illegal.

- Introduction of Luke Garner: The protagonist, Luke, lives on a farm in a rural area where he has spent



his entire life hidden from the world.
- Conflict: Luke’s parents make sacrifices to keep him safe, but when the woods behind his home are
cleared for development, he finds himself more isolated than ever.
- Discovery of Other Hidden Children: Luke eventually discovers another hidden child, Jen, who
introduces him to the idea of rebellion and the possibility of a different life.
- Climactic Events: As Luke and Jen plot to change their fate, the consequences of living in a society that
enforces such harsh rules come to a head.
- Resolution: The novel concludes with a poignant message about courage and the fight for freedom,
leaving readers to reflect on the implications of a controlled society.

Main Characters

The characters in Among the Hidden are integral to the novel's exploration of its themes. Below are the
primary characters:

1. Luke Garner: The protagonist who has spent his life in hiding. His journey from fear to courage drives
the narrative.
2. Jen: A bold and outspoken girl who also lives as a hidden child. Jen is a catalyst for Luke’s transformation
and represents the fight for freedom.
3. Luke’s Parents: They love Luke but are bound by societal rules that limit their ability to protect him
fully.
4. The Government: While not a character in the traditional sense, the oppressive government plays a
crucial role in shaping the world and challenges faced by Luke and his peers.

Themes

Among the Hidden addresses several important themes that resonate with readers, particularly in the
context of contemporary society.

1. Identity and Self-Discovery

- The Struggle for Identity: Luke’s existence as a hidden child forces him to grapple with his sense of self.
He must navigate his identity in a world that denies him recognition.
- Empowerment through Knowledge: Jen’s character embodies the idea that knowledge can empower
individuals to take action and define their own identities.



2. Freedom and Oppression

- The Cost of Freedom: The novel raises questions about what individuals are willing to risk for their
freedom. Luke and Jen’s actions highlight the sacrifices made in the pursuit of liberation.
- Government Control: The story critiques authoritarian regimes that prioritize control over human rights,
mirroring real-world issues of surveillance and population control.

3. Friendship and Solidarity

- The Importance of Connection: Luke’s friendship with Jen illustrates how relationships can provide
strength in times of adversity.
- Collective Action: The characters’ experiences underscore the notion that collective action can challenge
oppressive systems.

Literary Devices

Haddix employs various literary devices to enhance the storytelling in Among the Hidden.

1. Imagery

- Visual Descriptions: The vivid imagery of the rural setting contrasts with the grim reality of Luke’s
hidden existence, creating a strong sense of place.
- Symbolism: The woods symbolize freedom and the natural world, while the house represents
confinement and fear.

2. Foreshadowing

- Hints of Danger: Early references to the government’s surveillance foreshadow the conflicts that arise
later in the narrative.
- Character Development: The gradual change in Luke’s character hints at his eventual decision to confront
the oppressive society he lives in.



3. Dialogue

- Characterization: The dialogue between Luke and Jen reveals their personalities and motivations,
allowing readers to connect with them on a deeper level.
- Theme Development: Conversations about freedom and rebellion serve to highlight the novel’s central
themes.

Discussion Questions

To facilitate deeper understanding and analysis of Among the Hidden, here are several discussion questions:

1. How does Luke’s perception of freedom change throughout the novel?
2. What role does fear play in shaping the characters’ decisions and actions?
3. In what ways does Jen challenge the status quo, and what does her character teach us about activism?
4. How does the author use setting to reflect the characters’ internal struggles?
5. What parallels can be drawn between the novel’s society and contemporary issues related to government
control?

Conclusion

Among the Hidden serves as a profound exploration of the themes of identity, freedom, and the moral
complexities of a controlled society. Margaret Peterson Haddix crafts a narrative that not only engages
readers but also encourages them to reflect on the implications of living in a world where individual rights
are compromised for the sake of order. This literature guide provides essential insights for teachers and
students alike, fostering a deeper understanding of the novel's critical messages and its relevance to real-
world issues. Through Luke's journey, readers are reminded of the importance of courage, friendship, and
the relentless pursuit of freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Among the Hidden'?
'Among the Hidden' explores themes of oppression, identity, and the struggle for freedom in a dystopian
society where the government enforces strict population control.



Who is the protagonist of 'Among the Hidden'?
The protagonist of 'Among the Hidden' is Luke Garner, a third child in a society where having more than
two children is illegal.

How does Luke's life change throughout the story?
Luke's life changes drastically as he learns to navigate his hidden existence, discovers the dangers of the
outside world, and ultimately confronts the oppressive society that restricts his freedom.

What role does the setting play in 'Among the Hidden'?
The setting is crucial in 'Among the Hidden,' as it highlights the isolation and fear experienced by those
living under a totalitarian regime, emphasizing the contrast between the hidden lives of the characters and
the controlled society around them.

What is the significance of the character Jen in the story?
Jen represents rebellion and hope; she inspires Luke to challenge the status quo and fight for the rights of
third children, demonstrating the power of friendship and activism.

What are the consequences of being a third child in the novel?
Being a third child in 'Among the Hidden' means living in constant fear of discovery, facing isolation, and
having to hide from the government, which enforces severe penalties for those who defy the laws.

How does the author, Margaret Peterson Haddix, use symbolism in the
book?
Haddix uses symbolism, such as the barred windows and hidden spaces, to represent the constraints of
society and the desire for freedom, illustrating the struggles of those who are marginalized.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Among the Hidden'?
Readers can learn about the importance of standing up against injustice, the value of friendship, and the
impact of societal rules on individual lives, as well as the necessity of hope and courage in the face of
oppression.

How does 'Among the Hidden' relate to real-world issues?
'Among the Hidden' relates to real-world issues such as government control, human rights, and the ethical
implications of population policies, prompting readers to reflect on their own society and the value of
individual freedom.
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