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American School of Classical Studies is a prestigious institution dedicated
to the study of ancient Greece and Rome. Established in 1881, the school has
played a pivotal role in advancing the understanding of classical antiquity
through research, education, and archaeological endeavors. Situated in
Athens, Greece, the American School serves as a hub for scholars, students,
and researchers who seek to explore the cultural, historical, and artistic
achievements of the ancient Mediterranean world. This article delves into the

history, mission, programs, and impact of the American School of Classical
Studies.

History of the American School of Classical
Studies



The American School of Classical Studies was founded with the goal of
promoting advanced research and education in classical studies. The
establishment of the school was a response to a growing interest in ancient
civilizations among American scholars in the late 19th century. The founders
aimed to create a platform where students and researchers could immerse
themselves in the study of ancient Greek and Roman cultures.

Key milestones in the school's history include:

1. 1881: The American School of Classical Studies is established in Athens,
initially focused on providing American scholars access to Greek
archaeological sites and resources.

2. 1902: The school acquires the property known as the “American School of
Classical Studies at Athens,” which becomes a center for research and
education.

3. 1920s-1930s: The school expands its archaeological missions and begins
significant excavations at sites like Corinth and Delos.

4. 1950s-1970s: The school continues to grow, fostering international
collaborations and producing influential scholarship in classical
studies.

Today, the American School of Classical Studies stands as a leader in
classical scholarship, attracting students and researchers from various
disciplines and backgrounds.

Mission and Objectives

The mission of the American School of Classical Studies encompasses several
key objectives:

e Promote research: The school aims to foster advanced research in the
field of classical studies, providing resources and support for scholars
in their endeavors.

e Educate future scholars: Through its various programs and fellowships,
the school is committed to training the next generation of classical
scholars and educators.

e Facilitate archaeological work: The school plays a vital role in
archaeological excavations and projects, contributing to the
understanding of ancient cultures through fieldwork.

e Encourage interdisciplinary studies: Recognizing the interconnectedness
of fields such as history, art history, literature, and archaeology, the
school promotes collaborative research across disciplines.

By pursuing these objectives, the American School seeks to deepen the
understanding of ancient civilizations and their relevance to contemporary



society.

Programs and Fellowships

The American School of Classical Studies offers a variety of programs and
fellowships designed to support research and education in classical studies:

Graduate Programs

The school provides opportunities for graduate students to engage in
intensive study and research:

e Regular Program: This program allows students to immerse themselves in
the study of ancient Greece and Rome through courses, fieldwork, and
independent research.

e Summer Session: The summer session offers focused courses and workshops,
enabling students to deepen their understanding of specific topics
within classical studies.

Fellowships

The American School offers various fellowships to support scholars in their
research:

e Pre-Doctoral Fellowships: These fellowships provide funding for doctoral
candidates to conduct research and participate in the school's programs.

e Post-Doctoral Fellowships: Designed for recent PhD graduates, these
fellowships encourage advanced research and publications.

e Research Fellowships: These fellowships support scholars at any stage of
their career to conduct research in classical studies, often with a
focus on specific themes or projects.

Through these programs and fellowships, the American School fosters a vibrant
academic environment for individuals dedicated to the study of classical
antiquity.

Archaeological Contributions

One of the hallmarks of the American School of Classical Studies is its
commitment to archaeological research. The school has a rich history of
excavations and research projects that have significantly contributed to the
understanding of ancient cultures.



Key Archaeological Sites

The American School has been involved in numerous significant archaeological
projects, including:

e Corinth: The excavation of ancient Corinth has revealed extensive
information about Greek urban development and the daily lives of its
inhabitants.

e Delos: The school has played a central role in the excavation and study
of Delos, providing insights into its importance as a religious and
commercial hub in the ancient world.

e Mycenae: Research at Mycenae has shed light on the Mycenaean
civilization, its art, architecture, and connections to later Greek
culture.

These excavations not only enhance scholarly understanding but also engage
the public, as many findings are displayed in museums and educational
programs.

Publications and Resources

The American School of Classical Studies is also known for its extensive
publications and resources that contribute to the field of classical studies:

Journals and Monographs

The school publishes several academic journals and monographs, which serve as
essential resources for scholars:

e The American Journal of Archaeology: A leading journal in the field, it
features articles on archaeological discoveries, methodology, and field
reports.

e Hesperia: This journal focuses on Greek archaeology and art, publishing
research related to ancient Greece and its cultural heritage.

e Monograph Series: The school publishes a series of scholarly monographs

that explore specific topics within classical studies, contributing to
the broader academic dialogue.

Digital Resources

In addition to traditional publications, the American School has embraced
digital resources to enhance accessibility and engagement:



e Digital Archives: The school maintains extensive digital archives of
archaeological findings, photographs, and research materials.

e Online Courses: The American School has developed online courses and
webinars to reach a wider audience interested in classical studies.

These resources ensure that the valuable research conducted at the American
School is accessible to scholars and the general public alike.

Conclusion

The American School of Classical Studies has made significant contributions
to the understanding of ancient Greek and Roman cultures through its
commitment to research, education, and archaeology. By fostering an
environment of scholarly inquiry and interdisciplinary collaboration, the
school has established itself as a leading institution in classical studies.
Through its programs, fellowships, and archaeological endeavors, the American
School continues to inspire and educate future generations of scholars,
ensuring that the legacy of classical antiquity remains vibrant and relevant
in the modern world. As the school looks to the future, it will undoubtedly
continue to play a vital role in the exploration and interpretation of the
ancient Mediterranean world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American School of Classical Studies at
Athens?

The American School of Classical Studies at Athens is a research institution
dedicated to the study of ancient Greek culture, history, and archaeology,
providing resources and opportunities for scholars and students.

How can one apply for a fellowship at the American
School of Classical Studies?

Applications for fellowships at the American School of Classical Studies can
typically be submitted online through their official website, where details
about eligibility, deadlines, and application materials are provided.

What types of programs does the American School of
Classical Studies offer?

The American School offers various programs including archaeological
excavations, summer sessions for students, and research fellowships aimed at
promoting the study of classical antiquity.

What is the significance of the Gennadius Library



within the American School?

The Gennadius Library is a key resource of the American School, housing a
vast collection of books, manuscripts, and archives related to Greek history,
culture, and literature, serving researchers and the public.

Are there opportunities for undergraduate students at
the American School of Classical Studies?

Yes, the American School offers summer programs and other educational
opportunities specifically designed for undergraduate students interested in
classical studies and archaeology.

What are some notable archaeological projects
conducted by the American School?

Notable archaeological projects include excavations at the Agora of Athens,
the site of ancient Corinth, and various sites on Crete, contributing
significantly to our understanding of ancient Greek civilizations.

How does the American School of Classical Studies
engage with the local Greek community?

The American School engages with the local Greek community through public
lectures, educational programs, and collaborations with Greek institutions to
promote cultural heritage and classical studies.

What resources does the American School provide for
researchers?

The American School provides a range of resources for researchers, including
access to libraries, archives, excavation sites, and a network of scholars
and professionals in classical studies.
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