
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority History

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is a prominent sorority in the United States, celebrated for its rich history,
significant contributions to the African American community, and its commitment to sisterhood and service.
Founded on January 15, 1908, at Howard University in Washington, D.C., it holds the distinction of being the
first Greek-letter organization established by African American college women. Over the years, Alpha Kappa
Alpha has evolved into a powerful force for social change, influencing countless lives through its initiatives
and programs.

Founding and Early Years

The Birth of Alpha Kappa Alpha

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority was founded by a group of nine women, referred to as the "Original Nine," who
sought to create an organization that would provide support, encouragement, and a sense of community among
African American women in higher education. The founders were:

1. Ethel Hedgeman Lyle
2. Beulah Elizabeth Burke
3. Lillie E. Burke
4. Margaret Flagg Holmes
5. Marjorie Hill
6. Anna Easter Brown
7. Bessie M. Downey
8. Lizzie A. Smith
9. Ethel K. Wright

These women envisioned a sorority that would not only foster female bonding but also empower its members to
address the challenges faced by African Americans during an era of segregation and discrimination.



Early Activities and Growth

Initially, the sorority's activities were focused on scholarship and community service. The founders established
a constitution, elected officers, and began organizing events that promoted education and cultural awareness.
The early years were characterized by:

- Establishing scholarship programs for women
- Organizing community service initiatives
- Hosting educational forums and workshops

As interest in the organization grew, the first chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, known as the Alpha Chapter,
was established, and additional chapters soon followed at other colleges and universities.

Expansion and National Recognition

Establishment of Additional Chapters

Following the success of the Alpha Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha expanded its reach by establishing new
chapters across the United States. By the 1920s, the sorority had grown significantly, with chapters at
numerous colleges and universities. This expansion was driven by a growing recognition of the importance of
sisterhood among African American women and the desire to make a positive impact in their communities.

National Conventions and Leadership Development

In 1913, Alpha Kappa Alpha held its first national convention, marking a pivotal moment in its history. This
convention allowed members from different chapters to come together, share ideas, and plan for the future of
the sorority. The national conventions became a tradition, providing a platform for leadership development and
the establishment of a unified direction for the organization.

Social and Political Activism

Advocacy and Community Service

Throughout its history, Alpha Kappa Alpha has been at the forefront of social and political activism. The
sorority has been involved in numerous initiatives aimed at addressing issues such as racial inequality,
education, health care, and civil rights. Some of the key areas of focus include:

- Education: Promoting educational opportunities for African American women and advocating for equitable
access to quality education.
- Health: Addressing health disparities within the African American community through initiatives such as
health fairs and wellness programs.
- Civil Rights: Supporting civil rights movements and advocating for social justice.

Notable Initiatives and Programs



Alpha Kappa Alpha has launched several initiatives and programs over the decades to meet the needs of the
community. Some notable programs include:

1. Target 1: HBCU 4 Life - Supporting historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) through
scholarships and partnerships.
2. Target 2: Women's Health - Focusing on health education and awareness, particularly concerning breast
cancer and heart disease.
3. Target 3: Building Your Economic Legacy - Providing financial literacy programs and resources for economic
empowerment.
4. Target 4: The Arts! - Promoting arts and culture in the African American community through various
artistic initiatives.
5. Target 5: Global Impact - Engaging in international outreach efforts and partnerships to address global
issues affecting women and children.

Modern Era and Continuing Legacy

Influence in the 21st Century

As Alpha Kappa Alpha entered the 21st century, it continued to adapt to the changing needs of its members and
the communities it serves. The sorority has embraced technology and social media to enhance its outreach and
engagement efforts. It has also expanded its initiatives to address contemporary issues such as mental health,
environmental justice, and economic empowerment.

Membership and Sisterhood

Alpha Kappa Alpha has maintained a strong focus on sisterhood and community. Membership in the sorority is
open to women who meet specific academic and ethical standards, fostering a sense of belonging among its
members. The bonds formed within the sorority often extend beyond college years, leading to lifelong friendships
and support networks.

Conclusion

The history of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is one of resilience, empowerment, and unwavering commitment to
service. From its humble beginnings at Howard University to its present-day status as a leading organization
for African American women, Alpha Kappa Alpha has consistently sought to uplift its members and the
communities they serve. The sorority's dedication to scholarship, leadership, and advocacy has left an indelible
mark on society, inspiring generations of women to strive for excellence and effect positive change. As Alpha
Kappa Alpha continues to grow and evolve, its legacy of sisterhood and service remains a guiding principle,
ensuring that the organization will continue to make a significant impact for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. founded?
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. was founded on January 15, 1908.



Where was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. established?
The sorority was established at Howard University in Washington, D.C.

Who is considered the founder of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.?
The founder of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. is Ethel Hedgeman Lyle.

What was the original purpose of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.?
The original purpose was to promote sisterhood and service among African American women.

How many founding members were there in Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.?
There were nine founding members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

What is the significance of the Ivy Leaf in Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.?
The Ivy Leaf symbolizes the sorority's strength and longevity, representing growth and resilience.

What year did Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. become a national
organization?
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. became a national organization in 1913.

What are some of the key initiatives of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.?
Key initiatives include educational advancement, health awareness, global poverty, and environmental
sustainability.
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Alpha是什么意思？ - 百度知道
Alpha，即α，是希腊字母表的第一个字母。 Alpha的含义可以指第一个，开端或最初。汉语读作阿尔法，通常用来指代角度、系数、角加速度、第一个、电离度、转化率。 扩展资料：
一、希 …

α是阿尔法，β是贝塔，那接下去呢？_百度知道
1、 Α α alpha a:lf 阿尔法 2 、Β β beta bet 贝塔 3、 Γ γ gamma ga:m 伽马 4 、Δ δ delta delt 德尔塔 5 、Ε ε epsilon
ep`silon 伊普西龙 6、 Ζ ζ zeta zat 截塔 7、 Η η eta eit 艾塔 8、 Θ θ thet …

小说里的omega ，alpha ，beta是什么意思？？？_百度知道
小说里的omega ，alpha ，beta是什么意思？？？在宇宙星系间不断迁徙的漫长历程中，人类的身体发生了巨大的变异。除了男性与女性的自然性别之外，全部人类又衍生出三种
不同的生理性 …

网络用语alpha是什么意思 - 百度知道
Aug 14, 2024 · 网络用语alpha是什么意思 这个梗在网络上用来特指充满欧美范的人，在气场上也很强的人群。 1、Alpha 是 ABO 设置中的性别，ABO
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是ALPHA、BETA、OMEGA的缩写，属 …

想了解omega，beta，alpha，ABO是什么意思，别人说的时候我 …
ABO指的是AB0世界观，这种设定把全部人类分成Alpha，Omega, Beta这三个种类性别。 alpha是天生的领导者和支配者 omega一个是这三类中最弱的只负责
生殖 beta这类人各方面能力都很 …

在photoshop中如何打开alpha通道？ - 百度知道
Oct 22, 2023 · 7. 在您选择了要应用Alpha通道的区域和图层之后，您可以执行一些操作，如编辑、删除或添加图层效果。 这些步骤仅适用于在Photoshop中打开和使
用Alpha通道。 请注意，不 …

α、β、γ、δ、ε、σ、ξ、ω怎么读？_百度知道
Aug 5, 2024 · α、β、γ、δ、ε、σ、ξ、ω怎么读？ 本文将为您介绍一系列希腊字母的读音，包括Alpha（/ælfə/，读作“阿尔法”）、Beta（/'beitə/，读
为“贝塔”）、Gamma（/'g�

α,β,γ,δ,ε,ζ,η,θ,μ,ν,ξ,ο分别怎么读?_百度知道
Oct 1, 2023 · 以下是数学中常用的希腊字母及其读法： 1、α（Alpha）：读作“阿尔法”。 2、β（Beta）：读作“贝塔”。 3、γ（Gamma）：读作“伽玛”。
4、δ（Delta）：读作“德尔塔”。 5 …

α β δ ε η θ ξ μ λ 希腊字母怎么读_百度知道
西里尔字母也是由希腊字母演变而成。 英语单词 alphabet（字母） ，源自通俗拉丁语alphabetum，alphabetum 又源自希腊语αλφαβητον (音
译beton) ，即为前两个希腊字母 …

想了解omega，beta，alpha，ABO是什么意思，别人说的时候我 …
想了解omega，beta，alpha，ABO是什么意思，别人说的时候我都超级迷茫……? [图片] 我觉得百度不能告诉我答案 显示全部 关注者 176
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