Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority History

The Founders of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY IS A PROMINENT SORORITY IN THE UNITED STATES, CELEBRATED FOR ITS RICH HISTORY,
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, AND ITS COMMITMENT TO SISTERHOOD AND SERVICE.
FounpeD on JaNUuARY 15, 1908, AT HowARD UNIVERSITY IN W/ ASHINGTON, D.C., IT HOLDS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE
FIRST GREEK-LETTER ORGANIZATION ESTABLISHED BY AFRICAN AMERICAN COLLEGE WOMEN. OVER THE YEARS, ALPHA KAPPA
ALPHA HAS EVOLVED INTO A POWERFUL FORCE FOR SOCIAL CHANGE, INFLUENCING COUNTLESS LIVES THROUGH ITS INITIATIVES
AND PROGRAMS.

FOUNDING AND EARLY YEARS

THE BIRTH OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY WAS FOUNDED BY A GROUP OF NINE WOMEN, REFERRED TO AS THE “ORIGINAL NINE,” WHO
SOUGHT TO CREATE AN ORGANIZATION THAT WOULD PROVIDE SUPPORT, ENCOURAGEMENT, AND A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AMONG
AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION. THE FOUNDERS WERE:

. ETHEL HEDGEMAN LYLE

. BEULAH ELIZABETH BURKE
. LiLLie E. BURKE

. MARGARET FLAGG HOLMES
. MARJORIE HILL

. ANNA EASTER BROWN

. Bessie M. DownNEY

. Lizzie A. SMITH

. ETHEL K. WRIGHT
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THESE WOMEN ENVISIONED A SORORITY THAT WOULD NOT ONLY FOSTER FEMALE BONDING BUT ALSO EMPOWER ITS MEMBERS TO
ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS DURING AN ERA OF SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION.



EARLY ACTIVITIES AND GROWTH

|NITIALLY, THE SORORITY'S ACTIVITIES WERE FOCUSED ON SCHOLARSHIP AND COMMUNITY SERVICE. THE FOUNDERS ESTABLISHED
A CONSTITUTION, ELECTED OFFICERS, AND BEGAN ORGANIZING EVENTS THAT PROMOTED EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AW ARENESS.
THE EARLY YEARS WERE CHARACTERIZED BY:

- ESTABLISHING SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS FOR \WOMEN
- ORGANIZING COMMUNITY SERVICE INITIATIVES
- HOSTING EDUCATIONAL FORUMS AND WORKSHOPS

AS INTEREST IN THE ORGANIZATION GREW, THE FIRST CHAPTER OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA, KNOWN AS THE ALPHA CHAPTER/
W AS ESTABLISHED, AND ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS SOON FOLLOWED AT OTHER COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.

ExPANSION AND NATIONAL RECOGNITION

ESTABLISHMENT OF ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS

FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS OF THE ALPHA CHAPTER, ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA EXPANDED ITS REACH BY ESTABLISHING NEW
CHAPTERS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. BY THE 19205, THE SORORITY HAD GROWN SIGNIFICANTLY, WITH CHAPTERS AT
NUMEROUS COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. THIS EXPANSION WAS DRIVEN BY A GROWING RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF
SISTERHOOD AMONG AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN AND THE DESIRE TO MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

IN 1913, ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA HELD ITS FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION, MARKING A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN ITS HISTORY. THIS
CONVENTION ALLOWED MEMBERS FROM DIFFERENT CHAPTERS TO COME TOGETHER, SHARE IDEAS, AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF
THE SORORITY. THE NATIONAL CONVENTIONS BECAME A TRADITION, PROVIDING A PLATFORM FOR LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIFIED DIRECTION FOR THE ORGANIZATION.

SocIAL AND PoLITICAL ACTIVISM

AbvocAcYy AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA HAS BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ACTIVISM. THE
SORORITY HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN NUMEROUS INITIATIVES AIMED AT ADDRESSING ISSUES SUCH AS RACIAL INEQUALITY,
EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE, AND CIVIL RIGHTS. SOME OF THE KEY AREAS OF FOCUS INCLUDE:

- EDUCATION: PROMOTING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN AND ADVOCATING FOR EQUITABLE
ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION.

- HEALTH: ADDRESSING HEALTH DISPARITIES WITHIN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY THROUGH INITIATIVES SUCH AS
HEALTH FAIRS AND WELLNESS PROGRAMS.

- CIVIL RIGHTS: SUPPORTING CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS AND ADVOCATING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE.

NOTABLE INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS



ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA HAS LAUNCHED SEVERAL INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS OVER THE DECADES TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE
COMMUNITY. SOME NOTABLE PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

1. TArRGET 1: HBCU 4 LiFe - SUPPORTING HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES (HBCUS) THROUGH
SCHOLARSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS.

2. TARGET 2: WOMEN'S HEALTH - FOCUSING ON HEALTH EDUCATION AND AWARENESS, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING BREAST
CANCER AND HEART DISEASE.

3. TARGET 3: BUILDING YouUr EcoNoMic LEGACY - PROVIDING FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES FOR ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT.

4. TARGET 4: THE ARTS! - PROMOTING ARTS AND CULTURE IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY THROUGH VARIOUS
ARTISTIC INITIATIVES.

5. TARGET 5: GLOBAL IMPACT - ENGAGING IN INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH EFFORTS AND PARTNERSHIPS TO ADDRESS GLOBAL
ISSUES AFFECTING WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

MoDErN ERA AND CONTINUING LEGACY

INFLUENCE IN THE 2 1T CENTURY

As ALPHA KAaPPA ALPHA ENTERED THE 2 1ST CENTURY, IT CONTINUED TO ADAPT TO THE CHANGING NEEDS OF ITS MEMBERS AND
THE COMMUNITIES IT SERVES. THE SORORITY HAS EMBRACED TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL MEDIA TO ENHANCE ITS OUTREACH AND
ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS. |T HAS ALSO EXPANDED ITS INITIATIVES TO ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY ISSUES SUCH AS MENTAL HEALTH,
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT.

MEMBERSHIP AND SISTERHOOD

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA HAS MAINTAINED A STRONG FOCUS ON SISTERHOOD AND COMMUNITY. MEMBERSHIP IN THE SORORITY IS
OPEN TO WOMEN WHO MEET SPECIFIC ACADEMIC AND ETHICAL STANDARDS, FOSTERING A SENSE OF BELONGING AMONG ITS
MEMBERS. | HE BONDS FORMED WITHIN THE SORORITY OFTEN EXTEND BEYOND COLLEGE YEARS, LEADING TO LIFELONG FRIENDSHIPS
AND SUPPORT NETWORKS.

CoNCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY IS ONE OF RESILIENCE, EMPOWERMENT, AND UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO
SERVICE. FROM ITS HUMBLE BEGINNINGS AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY TO ITS PRESENT-DAY STATUS AS A LEADING ORGANIZATION
FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN \WOMEN, ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA HAS CONSISTENTLY SOUGHT TO UPLIFT ITS MEMBERS AND THE
COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE. THE SORORITY'S DEDICATION TO SCHOLARSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND ADVOCACY HAS LEFT AN INDELIBLE
MARK ON SOCIETY, INSPIRING GENERATIONS OF WOMEN TO STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE AND EFFECT POSITIVE CHANGE. As ALPHA
KAPPA ALPHA CONTINUES TO GROW AND EVOLVE, ITS LEGACY OF SISTERHOOD AND SERVICE REMAINS A GUIDING PRINCIPLE,
ENSURING THAT THE ORGANIZATION WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR YEARS TO COME.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHEN WAS ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. FOUNDED?

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. WAS FOUNDED ON JANUARY 15, 1908.



\WHERE WAS ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. ESTABLISHED?

THE SORORITY WAS ESTABLISHED AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY IN W ASHINGTON, D.C.

\WHO IS CONSIDERED THE FOUNDER OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.P

THE FOUNDER OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. IS ETHEL HEDGEMAN LYLE.

\WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.P

THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE WAS TO PROMOTE SISTERHOOD AND SERVICE AMONG AFRICAN AMERICAN \WOMEN.

How MANY FOUNDING MEMBERS WERE THERE IN ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.?

THERE WERE NINE FOUNDING MEMBERS OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE IVY LEAF IN ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.P

THE IvY LEAF SYMBOLIZES THE SORORITY'S STRENGTH AND LONGEVITY, REPRESENTING GROWTH AND RESILIENCE.

\WHAT YEAR DID ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. BECOME A NATIONAL
ORGANIZATION?

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. BECAME A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION IN 19 13.

\WHAT ARE SOME OF THE KEY INITIATIVES OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.P

KEY INITIATIVES INCLUDE EDUCATIONAL ADVANCEMENT, HEALTH AW ARENESS, GLOBAL POVERTY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY.
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