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"America: The Story of Us" is a landmark documentary series produced by History Channel that
chronicles the compelling journey of the United States from its inception to modern times. One of the
most critical episodes in this series is focused on the theme of division, exploring the societal,
political, and economic factors that have led to significant divides in American history. Understanding
the answer key to this episode can provide insights into these divisions and their implications. This
article delves into the key aspects of the episode "Division" and offers a comprehensive
understanding for students and history enthusiasts alike.

Overview of the Episode

The "Division" episode of "America: The Story of Us" highlights the turbulent periods in American
history that have led to significant divides within the nation. The episode primarily focuses on:

- The Civil War era
- The Great Depression
- The Civil Rights Movement
- Contemporary political polarization

Each of these sections illustrates how economic, social, and political factors contribute to divisions
within American society.



1. The Civil War Era

The Civil War (1861-1865) remains one of the most defining moments in American history,
representing a profound division between the Northern and Southern states. This segment of the
episode discusses several key factors:

- Slavery: The moral and economic implications of slavery created a rift that could not be bridged.
- States’ Rights vs. Federal Authority: Southern states believed in the rights of states to govern
themselves, while the North favored a strong federal government.
- Economic Differences: The industrial economy of the North contrasted sharply with the agrarian
economy of the South, leading to different political interests.

The episode addresses how these factors culminated in a civil conflict that would ultimately reshape
the nation.

2. The Great Depression

The economic turmoil of the 1930s added another layer of division within America. During this period,
the episode explores:

- Economic Disparities: The Great Depression disproportionately affected different regions and social
classes, leading to increased tensions.
- Government Response: The New Deal policies implemented by President Franklin D. Roosevelt were
both controversial and divisive, sparking debates about the role of government in economic recovery.
- Social Movements: The hardships led to the rise of various social movements advocating for workers'
rights and economic reforms, further polarizing opinions.

The Great Depression illustrated how economic crises can exacerbate existing divisions and create
new ones.

3. The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s marked another significant period of division in
American history. This segment of the episode highlights:

- Racial Inequality: Systematic racism and segregation created deep divisions, particularly in the
Southern states.
- Activism and Resistance: Figures like Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X emerged, advocating for
civil rights and justice, while others resisted these changes vehemently.
- Legislation: The passage of key legislation, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964, represented a
turning point but also sparked backlash and division within various communities.

The Civil Rights Movement demonstrated how the fight for equality can lead to both progress and
further division.



4. Contemporary Political Polarization

In recent years, the United States has witnessed a significant increase in political polarization. The
episode discusses:

- Partisan Divide: The growing divide between Democrats and Republicans has led to a lack of
cooperation in governance.
- Media Influence: The rise of partisan media outlets has contributed to the division, creating echo
chambers that reinforce existing beliefs.
- Social Media: Platforms like Facebook and Twitter have exacerbated divisions by allowing
misinformation to spread and polarizing content to flourish.

This contemporary divide poses challenges for American democracy, as collaboration and
compromise become increasingly difficult.

Key Themes and Insights

The "Division" episode encapsulates several key themes that resonate throughout American history.
Understanding these themes is crucial for grasping the complexities of division in the United States.

1. The Role of Economic Factors

Economic disparities have consistently been a driving force behind division. Whether during the Civil
War or the Great Depression, economic interests often dictate political alignments and societal
tensions. The patterns observed in these historical contexts are relevant today, as economic
inequality continues to influence American politics.

2. The Impact of Social Movements

Social movements have historically played a pivotal role in addressing division. The Civil Rights
Movement serves as a prime example of how activism can challenge the status quo, although it can
also provoke significant backlash. Understanding the impact of social movements can help
contextualize modern activism and its effects on societal divisions.

3. The Evolution of Political Ideology

The evolution of political ideologies in America has contributed to the current state of division. As
parties have shifted and changed over time, the ideological divide has deepened. Recognizing this
evolution is essential for understanding contemporary political dynamics.



4. The Influence of Technology

The role of technology, particularly social media, plays a crucial part in shaping public discourse
today. The ability to connect and disseminate information rapidly can both unite and divide, making it
a powerful tool in the context of modern political polarization.

Conclusion

"America: The Story of Us Division" serves as a powerful reminder of the historical and contemporary
factors that have shaped divisions within American society. By examining the Civil War, the Great
Depression, the Civil Rights Movement, and modern political polarization, viewers gain a
comprehensive understanding of how these divisions have developed over time.

Understanding the answer key to this episode not only aids in academic pursuits but also enriches
one’s appreciation of the complexities of American history. As the nation continues to grapple with
division, lessons from the past can inform future efforts toward unity and understanding. The
narrative of division is not just a historical account; it is an ongoing story that invites reflection,
dialogue, and action.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the 'Division' episode in
'America: The Story of Us'?
The primary focus is on the Civil War and the deep national divides that led to conflict between the
North and South.

How does 'Division' depict the impact of slavery on American
society?
The episode highlights how slavery created profound economic, social, and political divides that
ultimately led to the Civil War.

What key events are covered in the 'Division' episode?
Key events covered include the election of Abraham Lincoln, the secession of Southern states, and
significant battles like Gettysburg.

How does the episode illustrate the role of individuals during
the Civil War?
It showcases figures like Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, and various soldiers who played
crucial roles in shaping the conflict and its outcomes.



What visual storytelling techniques are used in 'Division' to
convey its message?
The episode uses dramatic reenactments, archival footage, and expert commentary to create an
engaging narrative about the Civil War.

In what ways does 'Division' address the concept of national
identity in America?
The episode explores how the Civil War challenged and reshaped the idea of what it meant to be
American, as the nation grappled with issues of freedom and equality.

What are some of the lasting effects of the conflicts depicted
in 'Division'?
The lasting effects include ongoing racial tensions, the Reconstruction era, and the long-term political
and social ramifications of the Civil War.

How does 'Division' relate to contemporary issues in America?
The episode draws parallels between historical divisions and current societal issues, highlighting
themes of polarization and the struggle for civil rights.
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U.S.、USA、America 有什么区别？ - 知乎
Oct 15, 2014 · USA是美利坚合众国（United States of America）全称的缩写，但它的应用度远没有U.S.广泛，而且一般比较少有U.S.A.的缩略用
法。 USA/US是美国的国家代码（没有表示缩略的“.”），在国际上有多套国家代码标准，它们之间会有一些微小差异，通常ISO-3166标准使用比较普 …

为什么我们称 America 为美国？这种翻译是什么时候开始产生的？
美国为什么叫美国？ 明朝时，中国第一次知道地球是圆的，也第一次知道世界上还有五大洲四大洋，这时对America的译名就叫“亚墨利加”。 而美国人和中国直接打交道很晚，到十八世
纪才有美国人到广东，所以当时广东人以粤语发音将America翻译为“咪唎坚”、“弥利坚”或“米利坚”，也有叫 ...

「美国」什么时候用「United States」，什么时候用「America」?
在美国生活了几年，我虽然依然用American指代美国人，但是现在几乎不会用America来指代美国了。情感有点像我在说日语时也不会说にっぽん（nippon）来指日本。
The United States of America (美利坚合众国）对应 People's Republic of China (中华人民共和国） 这个完全没问题，只是从历史发展的角
度来看，America和 ...

电脑出现American megatrends怎么办？ - 知乎
Feb 28, 2017 · 请点击输入图片描述 American Megatrends一般指美商安迈有限公司。AMI ，全称American Megatrends Inc，是专
业生产ASIC数字产品和混合信号ASIC产品的公司 电脑开机显示american megatrends是BIOS厂商的名称。出现这种情况是因为电脑一开机会首先检测BIOS，
BIOS信息会出现在电脑屏幕上，属于正常现象。如果停在这个 ...
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Dec 10, 2014 · 「America」在什么情况下表示「美国」，什么情况表示「美洲」呢？ 比如这个句子：Chinese youths make up over a fifth
of all international students in… 显示全部 关注者 32

IEEE的TRANS系列是什么，是不是TRANS系列的基本上都是顶刊 …
请教各位科研大佬，十月怀胎准备投自己的第一篇paper，但是不会定位目标期刊，准备投IEEE下的期刊，了解…

PNAS到底是怎样的存在? - 知乎
PNAS是老牌综合性期刊，一般作为中高档的分水岭。因为文章发行量比较大，发表流程也比较特别，因此进入了各领域研究顶级水平后，会用PNAS作为保底选项。在积累声望期
间，PNAS也是一个不错的尝试对象，如果被接受，也可以看作是到达某一档次的象征。 但从阅读的角度的话，文章 …

如何评价复旦大学兰小欢老师的著作《置身事内》？ - 知乎
一本写了一半的书。 《置身事内》信息量有多大，去看看这本书养活了多少B站UP主就知道了。 只要能把书中20%的内容基本复述清楚，收获几个百万播放视频再加几十万粉丝那是没问
题的 如果没有这本书，百分之九十以上的人包括很多经济、财会、金融的从业者都意识不到过去几十年曾经 …

求推荐审稿快的光学期刊 三区四区的创新点没那么高要求的? - 知乎
Dec 25, 2022 · 除了推荐还得看你的工作是哪方面的。 三四区常见期刊: Optics Communications三个月左右，老牌期刊，创新性和正规度有一定要求;
Applied Optics 一个多月回复意见，注重实验应用，难度三区里算高的; Journal of the optical society of America A/B，有不同的侧重点，一
般需要计算或数值模拟，难度不低; Journal of Optics ...
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