
Air Force Academy Candidate Fitness
Assessment

Air Force Academy Candidate Fitness Assessment is a crucial component for prospective cadets aspiring to
join the United States Air Force Academy (USAFA). This assessment evaluates a candidate's physical
fitness, which is essential for meeting the rigorous demands of military training and maintaining overall
health. The Candidate Fitness Assessment (CFA) measures a combination of strength, endurance, speed, and
agility, ensuring that all candidates are physically prepared for the challenges ahead. In this article, we will
delve into the specifics of the CFA, including its components, preparation tips, and the significance of
physical fitness in a military career.



Understanding the Candidate Fitness Assessment (CFA)

The CFA is designed to assess the physical capabilities of candidates who wish to attend the Air Force
Academy. It provides a standardized measure of fitness that helps determine if a candidate is ready for the
physical rigors of military training. The assessment consists of various exercises that simulate the types of
physical activity that cadets will encounter during their training.

Components of the CFA

The CFA comprises six key components, each testing different aspects of physical fitness. Candidates are
required to complete all of the following:

1. Basketball Throw:
- This test measures upper body strength and coordination. Candidates throw a basketball as far as possible
using one hand from a standing position.

2. Pull-Ups:
- This exercise assesses upper body strength. Candidates must perform as many pull-ups as possible without
touching the ground or pausing for more than three seconds.

3. Shuttle Run:
- The shuttle run evaluates agility and speed. Candidates sprint back and forth between two markers set 10
meters apart, completing the distance as quickly as possible.

4. Sit-Ups:
- This component measures core strength and endurance. Candidates perform sit-ups with their arms
crossed over their chests for one minute, aiming for the highest number of repetitions.

5. Push-Ups:
- Similar to sit-ups, this test assesses upper body endurance. Candidates perform as many push-ups as
possible in one minute.

6. 1-Mile Run:
- The final component tests cardiovascular fitness. Candidates complete a one-mile run, aiming for the
fastest time possible.

Scoring the CFA

Each component of the CFA is scored, and candidates receive a total score based on their performance. The



scoring system is designed to ensure that candidates meet minimum fitness standards, which vary based on
age and gender. The maximum score for each event is typically 100 points, with the total possible score
being 600 points. Candidates are encouraged to strive for the highest score possible, as this can enhance their
overall application to the Academy.

Preparing for the Candidate Fitness Assessment

Preparation for the CFA is essential for success. Here are some effective strategies to help candidates gear
up for the assessment:

1. Establish a Workout Routine

Creating a consistent workout schedule is crucial. Candidates should focus on a balanced routine that
includes:

- Cardiovascular training: Incorporate running, cycling, or swimming to improve endurance.
- Strength training: Focus on exercises that build upper body strength, such as push-ups, pull-ups, and
weightlifting.
- Core exercises: Include sit-ups, planks, and other movements to enhance core stability.

2. Practice CFA Components

Familiarization with each component of the CFA is key. Candidates should regularly practice the specific
exercises to improve their technique and performance. This can involve:

- Timing runs to simulate race conditions.
- Using proper form during sit-ups and push-ups to maximize effectiveness.
- Practicing the basketball throw to develop coordination and upper body strength.

3. Focus on Nutrition and Hydration

A balanced diet is vital for optimal performance. Candidates should focus on consuming:

- Lean proteins: To support muscle growth and repair.
- Whole grains: For sustained energy during workouts.
- Fruits and vegetables: To provide essential vitamins and minerals.



Staying hydrated is equally important. Candidates should drink plenty of water before, during, and after
workouts to prevent dehydration.

4. Rest and Recovery

Rest is an essential part of any training program. Candidates should allow adequate time for recovery to
prevent injury and support muscle growth. This includes:

- Getting sufficient sleep to promote recovery.
- Taking rest days to avoid overtraining.
- Incorporating stretching or yoga to improve flexibility.

The Importance of Physical Fitness in a Military Career

Physical fitness is not just a requirement for the CFA; it is a fundamental aspect of a successful military
career. Here are several reasons why maintaining physical fitness is crucial for military personnel:

1. Enhanced Performance

A physically fit individual performs better in various military tasks, from basic training to specialized
operations. Strength, endurance, and agility are vital in high-pressure situations.

2. Improved Mental Health

Regular physical activity has been shown to reduce stress and anxiety levels. For military personnel,
managing mental health is as important as physical readiness, especially during challenging deployments.

3. Team Cohesion

Physical fitness fosters a sense of teamwork and camaraderie among military personnel. Engaging in group
workouts or fitness challenges can strengthen bonds and improve morale.



4. Leadership and Discipline

Maintaining physical fitness requires dedication and discipline, qualities that are highly valued in military
leadership. Fit individuals often set a positive example for their peers, promoting a culture of health and
fitness within their unit.

Conclusion

The Air Force Academy Candidate Fitness Assessment is a vital stepping stone for candidates aspiring to
serve in the United States Air Force. By understanding the components of the CFA, preparing effectively,
and recognizing the importance of physical fitness, candidates can enhance their chances of success. Physical
fitness is not merely a requirement; it is an integral part of military life that contributes to overall
performance, mental health, and team cohesion. Aspiring cadets should embrace the challenge of the CFA
and commit to a lifestyle of fitness and discipline as they prepare to embark on their military journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Air Force Academy Candidate Fitness Assessment?
The Candidate Fitness Assessment (CFA) is a test designed to measure the physical fitness of applicants to
the U.S. Air Force Academy. It includes several exercises to evaluate strength, endurance, and agility.

What exercises are included in the Candidate Fitness Assessment?
The CFA consists of six events: a basketball throw, pull-ups, a shuttle run, sit-ups, push-ups, and a one-mile
run.

How is the CFA scored?
Each event in the CFA is scored based on performance and the scores are then combined to give an overall
assessment. Each event has specific scoring criteria that vary by gender and age.

What are the minimum requirements for the CFA?
Minimum requirements for the CFA vary by gender. For example, male candidates must complete at least
3 pull-ups, while female candidates must complete at least 1 pull-up. Additionally, there are minimum
scores for the other events as well.



How can candidates prepare for the CFA?
Candidates can prepare for the CFA by engaging in a well-rounded fitness program that includes strength
training, cardiovascular conditioning, and flexibility exercises. Practicing the specific events in the CFA is
also crucial.

When should candidates take the CFA?
Candidates should aim to complete the CFA as early as possible in the application process, ideally by the end
of their junior year of high school, to ensure that their scores are submitted with their applications.

Can the CFA be retaken if a candidate does not pass?
Yes, candidates are allowed to retake the CFA if they do not achieve the required scores. However, they
should prepare adequately to improve their performance before retaking the assessment.
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