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jj ACTIVE VOICE

;1 DEFINITION & RULES OF ACTIVE VOICE

WHAT IS THE ACTIVE VOICE?

= The octive volce is when o subject octs upon the verb linked to it within the sentence. This is
thee most comemon volce wsed in the English languoege in both writing ond in speaking.

= Yau might think of it this way: In the acthee valce, the subject of the sentence will ‘perfarm’ the Q
action of the verb, When using the octive voice o sentence will be clear, strong and dinect,
hence thit being the preferred voice of the language.
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EXAMPLES OF THE ACTIVE VOICE

Let's now toke o ook ot some exomples of the active woioe in order to understand their structure in more depth.

Active voice writing example is a powerful tool in the realm of communication
that enhances clarity and engagement. Writing in active voice allows the
subject of the sentence to perform the action, making the writing more direct
and dynamic. When you use active voice, your sentences tend to be shorter,
more vigorous, and easier to understand, which can significantly improve the
reader’s experience. This article explores the concept of active voice,
providing examples, benefits, and practical tips to enhance your writing.

Understanding Active Voice

Active voice i1s a grammatical structure where the subject of the sentence
performs the action rather than receiving it. This contrasts with passive
voice, where the subject is acted upon. For instance, consider the difference
in the following sentences:

— Active voice: The chef cooked a delicious meal.
— Passive voice: A delicious meal was cooked by the chef.

In the active voice example, "the chef" is the subject actively performing
the action (cooking), while in the passive voice example, "a delicious meal"
is the subject but is not performing the action.

Characteristics of Active Voice

Active voice writing possesses several distinctive characteristics that make
it effective:

1. Clarity: The subject and action are clear, eliminating ambiguity.

2. Brevity: Active voice often uses fewer words, which can lead to more
concise writing.

3. Engagement: It creates a sense of immediacy and energy, keeping the
reader's attention.

4. Directness: The writing feels more personal and direct, fostering a
connection with the reader.



Benefits of Using Active Voice

Incorporating active voice into your writing offers numerous advantages:

— Enhanced Readability: Active voice sentences are generally easier to read
and comprehend, making your writing accessible to a broader audience.

- Stronger Impact: Writing in active voice often conveys a stronger message,
as it emphasizes the doer of the action.

— More Dynamic Writing: The energy inherent in active constructions can make
your writing more lively and engaging.

— Improved Persuasiveness: When trying to persuade, active voice can create a
more assertive tone, making your arguments more compelling.

Examples of Active Voice in Different Contexts

To illustrate the power of active voice, let’s explore examples in various
contexts:

1. Academic Writing:
— Passive voice: The experiment was conducted by the researchers.
— Active voice: The researchers conducted the experiment.

2. Business Communication:
— Passive voice: The report was submitted by the manager.
— Active voice: The manager submitted the report.

3. Creative Writing:
— Passive voice: The story was written by the author.
— Active voice: The author wrote the story.

4. Journalism:
— Passive voice: The law was passed by the legislature.
— Active voice: The legislature passed the law.

Each of these examples demonstrates how active voice brings clarity and
vitality to the writing, making it more engaging for the reader.

How to Identify and Convert Passive Voice to
Active Voice

Recognizing passive voice can be challenging, but with practice, you can
develop the skill to identify and convert it into active voice. Here are some
steps to do so:

1. Look for the Subject: Identify the subject of the sentence. In passive
voice, the subject often comes after the verb.

2. Find the Action: Determine what action is taking place and who is
performing that action.

3. Rearrange the Sentence: Place the subject at the beginning of the
sentence, followed by the verb and then the object.



Examples of Conversion

Let's practice converting passive voice sentences to active voice:

1. Passive: The book was read by the students.
— Active: The students read the book.

2. Passive: The song was sung by the choir.
— Active: The choir sang the song.

3. Passive: The cake was baked by Maria.
— Active: Maria baked the cake.

By following these steps, you can effectively transform your writing from
passive to active voice.

Practical Tips for Writing in Active Voice

Writing consistently in active voice may require some conscious effort,
especially if you are accustomed to using passive constructions. Here are
some practical tips to help you maintain an active voice in your writing:

1. Start with Action Words: Use strong verbs that convey action. Instead of
saying "was" or "were," opt for more dynamic verbs.

2. Prioritize the Subject: Ensure your subject is at the forefront of your
sentences. Ask yourself who is doing the action and make them the subject.

3. Practice Regqularly: Write daily, focusing on using active voice. Over
time, it will become a natural part of your writing style.

4. Read Actively: Engage with texts that exemplify active voice. Analyze how
authors construct their sentences and try to emulate their style.

5. Edit Ruthlessly: During the editing process, review your sentences
critically. Look for passive constructions and revise them to be more active.

Active Voice in Different Writing Styles

Active voice is not only beneficial in formal writing but can also enhance
various styles of writing. Here are a few examples:

- Narrative Writing: Active voice creates vivid imagery and helps readers
visualize the action. For instance, "The dog chased the ball" paints a clear
picture compared to "The ball was chased by the dog."

— Descriptive Writing: When crafting descriptions, active voice can breathe
life into your words. Instead of saying "The flowers were blooming," try "The
flowers bloomed vibrantly in the spring sun."

— Persuasive Writing: In arguments or persuasive essays, active voice lends
authority to your claims. For instance, "The government should implement
stricter regulations" is more impactful than "Stricter regulations should be
implemented by the government."

Conclusion



In conclusion, active voice writing example serves as a cornerstone of
effective communication. By utilizing active voice, writers can enhance
clarity, engagement, and persuasiveness in their work. Understanding the
characteristics of active voice and practicing the conversion from passive to
active constructions can significantly improve your writing skills. With the
practical tips provided in this article, you can embrace active voice in
various writing styles, leading to more compelling and dynamic prose. As you
continue to hone your writing, remember that the active voice will not only
make your sentences stronger but also create a more vivid experience for your
readers. Start implementing these strategies today, and watch as your writing
transforms into a more engaging and impactful form of expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is active voice in writing?

Active voice is a grammatical structure where the subject of the sentence
performs the action, making the writing clearer and more direct.

Can you provide an example of a sentence in active
voice?

Sure! 'The cat chased the mouse.' In this sentence, the subject 'cat' is
performing the action of chasing.

How does active voice improve writing clarity?

Active voice reduces ambiguity and makes it easier for readers to understand
who is doing what in a sentence, thereby enhancing clarity.

What are the benefits of using active voice?

Using active voice can make writing more engaging, concise, and energetic,
helping to keep readers' attention.

What is a common mistake writers make regarding
active and passive voice?

A common mistake is overusing passive voice, which can lead to vague and less
impactful sentences, making the writing feel flat.

How can I convert a passive voice sentence into
active voice?

Identify the subject and action in the passive sentence, then restructure the
sentence so that the subject performs the action. For example, change 'The
book was read by Sarah' to 'Sarah read the book.'

In what types of writing is active voice most
effective?

Active voice 1is particularly effective in persuasive writing, storytelling,
and any form of communication where clarity and engagement are key.



Can you give an example of a paragraph using active
voice?

Certainly! 'The researcher conducted the experiment. The results surprised
everyone. She published her findings in a leading journal.' This paragraph
uses active voice throughout to create a dynamic narrative.
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