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Air Force Security Forces training length is a crucial aspect for individuals looking to pursue a career in
military law enforcement. The training program is designed to equip airmen with the necessary skills to
protect Air Force personnel, assets, and installations, while also preparing them to respond to various
security threats. This article will delve into the specifics of Air Force Security Forces training length,

breaking down the stages of training, the curriculum involved, and the overall expectations for recruits.

Overview of Air Force Security Forces

The Air Force Security Forces (SF) are the primary military police force of the United States Air Force.

They are responsible for a wide range of duties, including:

Protecting Air Force resources and personnel

Conducting security operations

Enforcing laws and regulations

Responding to emergencies and incidents

Maintaining order on Air Force installations



To fulfill these responsibilities, recruits must undergo rigorous training that prepares them for the

challenges they will face in the field.

The Phases of Air Force Security Forces Training

The training process for Air Force Security Forces is divided into several phases, each focusing on different

aspects of military law enforcement. The entire process typically spans several months.

1. Basic Military Training (BMT)

The first step for all Air Force recruits, including those heading into Security Forces, is Basic Military
Training. BMT lasts approximately 8 weeks and is conducted at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas. During

this time, recruits learn the fundamentals of military life, including:

Drill and ceremony

Physical fitness

Weapons handling

Basic military customs and courtesies

This foundational training is critical as it instills discipline, teamwork, and the core values of the Air Force,

which are essential for any security forces member.

2. Security Forces Technical Training

After completing BMT, recruits will proceed to Security Forces Technical Training. This phase lasts about
65 days and is conducted at the Security Forces Academy, also located at Lackland Air Force Base. The
curriculum in this phase is comprehensive and includes:

e [Law enforcement fundamentals

¢ Self-defense techniques



e Firearms training (including M-4 rifles and M-9 pistols)

Patrol operations

Investigative techniques

e Emergency response

Physical security measures

This training phase is essential, as it provides airmen with the specialized knowledge and skills needed to

perform their duties effectively.

3. On-the-Job Training (OJT)

Following the completion of technical training, new security forces members will enter a period of On-
the-Job Training (OJT) at their first duty station. OJT typically lasts 3 to 6 months and allows airmen to
apply what they have learned in a real-world environment under the supervision of experienced

personnel. This phase is critical for reinforcing skills and gaining practical experience in:

Patrolling

Conducting investigations

e Engaging with the community

Utilizing force when necessary

During OJT, airmen will also receive evaluations to ensure they are meeting the standards expected of

Security Forces personnel.

Additional Training Opportunities

Once airmen have completed their initial training and OJT, they may have opportunities for advanced

training and specialization. Some of these programs may include:



Criminal Investigation Course

Combat Arms Training and Maintenance (CATM)

Anti-terrorism training

Cybersecurity training related to physical security

These additional courses can enhance an airman’s skills, making them more versatile and effective in their

roles.

Physical Fitness Standards

Physical fitness is a vital component of Air Force Security Forces training. Recruits must meet specific

physical fitness standards throughout their training. The fitness test typically includes:

e 1.5-mile run
e Push-ups

o Sit-ups

Maintaining a high level of physical fitness is essential not only for passing training requirements but also

for performing the demanding duties expected of security forces personnel.

Conclusion

In summary, the Air Force Security Forces training length encompasses a comprehensive training
regimen that spans several months and includes Basic Military Training, Security Forces Technical
Training, and On-the-Job Training. Recruits are equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge to
handle various security situations effectively. The training process emphasizes physical fitness, discipline,
and teamwork, ensuring that airmen are well-prepared to serve and protect. For those considering a career
in Air Force Security Forces, understanding the training length and structure can provide valuable

insights into what to expect and how to prepare for a fulfilling military career.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the typical length of Air Force Security Forces training?

The typical length of Air Force Security Forces training is approximately 65 days.

Where does Air Force Security Forces training take place?

Air Force Security Forces training primarily takes place at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas.

‘What topics are covered during Air Force Security Forces training?

Topics covered include law enforcement procedures, weapons training, physical fitness, and emergency

response tactics.

Is there a physical fitness requirement during Air Force Security Forces
training?
Yes, physical fitness is a key component, and trainees must meet certain fitness standards throughout the

training.

Are there specialized training options available for Air Force Security
Forces?

Yes, after initial training, individuals can pursue specialized roles such as K-9 handler or combat arms

training and maintenance.

What is the purpose of the Air Force Security Forces training program?

The program aims to prepare personnel to protect Air Force installations, enforce laws, and respond to

security incidents.

Can prior military experience affect the length of Air Force Security
Forces training?

Yes, individuals with prior military experience may be eligible for waivers or accelerated training

programs.
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Discover the air force security forces training length and what to expect during this rigorous
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