
Active Viewing Guide Questions Iron Jawed
Angels

Active viewing guide questions Iron Jawed Angels provide a framework for deeper
understanding and engagement with the film, which portrays the struggles of women’s suffrage
activists in early 20th-century America. “Iron Jawed Angels,” directed by Katja von Garnier, is a
powerful dramatization of the tireless efforts of figures like Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, who fought for
the right to vote. Using active viewing guide questions can enhance viewers' appreciation of the film's
themes, characters, and historical context, making it a valuable tool for both individuals and
educators.

Understanding the Historical Context

To fully appreciate "Iron Jawed Angels," it's essential to understand the historical backdrop of the
women's suffrage movement in the United States. Here are some active viewing guide questions that
can help viewers engage with the historical elements of the film:

Questions for Historical Context

1. What were the key events leading up to the women’s suffrage movement in the early 1900s?
2. How does the film depict the social and political climate of the time?
3. Which historical figures are represented in the film, and what roles did they play in the suffrage
movement?
4. What were the main arguments against women’s suffrage presented in the film?
5. How does the film illustrate the challenges women faced in asserting their rights?

These questions encourage viewers to think critically about the representation of historical events
and the accuracy of the film’s portrayal of key moments in the women's suffrage movement.



Character Analysis

The film focuses on several pivotal characters, each with their unique contributions and challenges.
Understanding these characters can provide insights into the dynamics of the suffrage movement.

Character-Specific Questions

1. What motivates Alice Paul’s activism, and how does her character evolve throughout the film?
2. How does Lucy Burns’ approach to activism differ from Alice Paul’s?
3. What role do supporting characters, such as Inez Milholland, play in the narrative?
4. How does the film portray the relationships between the main characters?
5. In what ways do the characters reflect the diverse experiences of women involved in the suffrage
movement?

By analyzing character motivations and relationships, viewers can gain a deeper understanding of the
personal sacrifices and complexities involved in the struggle for women's rights.

Thematic Elements

"Iron Jawed Angels" explores several significant themes, including resilience, sacrifice, and the fight
for equality. Engaging with these themes can enhance viewers' comprehension of the film's message.

Thematic Questions to Consider

1. What does the film suggest about the nature of activism and the sacrifices it demands?
2. How are themes of empowerment and resilience portrayed through the characters' actions?
3. In what ways does the film challenge traditional gender roles?
4. How does the narrative illustrate the intersectionality of the suffrage movement?
5. What symbols or motifs are used in the film to represent the struggle for equality?

These questions can help viewers explore the broader implications of the film and its relevance to
contemporary discussions about gender equality and civil rights.

Film Techniques and Style

Understanding the filmmaking techniques used in “Iron Jawed Angels” can also enhance viewers'
appreciation of the story being told. Analyzing the film's style, cinematography, and sound design can
reveal how these elements contribute to the overall impact of the film.



Questions on Film Techniques

1. What type of cinematography is employed to convey the emotional weight of the story?
2. How does the use of music enhance the film's themes and emotional moments?
3. In what ways do the costumes and set designs reflect the historical period?
4. How does the film use dialogue to convey character development and conflict?
5. What role does editing play in the pacing and tension of the narrative?

By addressing these questions, viewers can develop a greater appreciation for the art of filmmaking
and the ways in which technical choices shape storytelling.

Discussion and Reflection

After viewing "Iron Jawed Angels," engaging in discussion and reflection can solidify understanding
and encourage further exploration of the themes and messages conveyed in the film.

Discussion Questions

1. What emotions did the film evoke, and how did it affect your perception of the suffrage movement?
2. How can the lessons learned from the film be applied to current social justice movements?
3. What did you find most compelling about the film, and why?
4. Were there any moments in the film that surprised you or challenged your previous understanding
of history?
5. How does the film inspire you to think differently about activism and civic engagement?

These discussion questions can facilitate meaningful conversations about the film and its relevance
today, reinforcing the importance of understanding historical struggles in the context of ongoing
fights for equality.

Conclusion

Utilizing active viewing guide questions for "Iron Jawed Angels" can significantly enhance the viewing
experience and deepen understanding of this pivotal moment in American history. By exploring
historical context, character dynamics, thematic elements, and film techniques, viewers can engage
with the film on multiple levels. Whether for educational purposes or personal enrichment, these
questions serve as a valuable tool for anyone looking to delve deeper into the narrative and its
implications for contemporary society. As we reflect on the struggles and triumphs of those who
fought for women's suffrage, we are reminded of the ongoing journey toward equality and justice for
all.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Iron Jawed Angels'?
The main themes include women's suffrage, civil rights, activism, and the struggle for equality,
highlighting the perseverance and determination of women in the face of societal challenges.

How does 'Iron Jawed Angels' depict the role of Alice Paul and
Lucy Burns in the suffrage movement?
The film portrays Alice Paul and Lucy Burns as pivotal figures who challenged traditional methods of
protest, advocating for more radical tactics such as picketing the White House and hunger strikes to
draw attention to their cause.

What impact did the film 'Iron Jawed Angels' have on public
awareness of women's rights?
The film raised significant awareness about the women's suffrage movement, educating viewers on
the historical struggles faced by women and inspiring discussions about gender equality and women's
rights today.

What historical events are depicted in 'Iron Jawed Angels'?
The film depicts key events such as the 1913 Women's Suffrage Procession, the formation of the
National Woman's Party, and the hunger strikes of imprisoned suffragettes, illustrating the intense
activism of the era.

How does 'Iron Jawed Angels' portray the relationship
between suffragists and the government?
The film illustrates a contentious relationship, showcasing the government's attempts to suppress the
suffragists' protests through arrest and force, reflecting the broader societal resistance to women's
rights at the time.

What role do the male characters play in 'Iron Jawed Angels'?
Male characters in the film serve various roles, from supportive allies to antagonistic figures that
represent the patriarchal society, highlighting both the challenges women faced and the allies they
found in their fight for equality.
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