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THE AFRICANS
WHO WROTE
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Africans who wrote the Bible is a topic that delves into the historical and cultural contexts of
biblical authorship. The Bible, a sacred text for billions, has often been perceived through a
Eurocentric lens. However, the origins of many biblical narratives and their authors are deeply
intertwined with African history and geography. This article will explore the contributions of
Africans to the Bible, highlighting key figures and their significance.



Historical Context of Biblical Authorship

The Bible is comprised of various books written over centuries, with contributions from multiple
authors across different regions. While the traditional view often emphasizes Jewish and early
Christian authors, it is essential to acknowledge the African presence in the biblical narrative.

1. Geographical Significance: The regions associated with biblical events include parts of modern-
day Egypt, Ethiopia, and other North African territories. These areas were not only pivotal in the
ancient world but also served as cultural and intellectual hubs.

2. Cultural Influence: African civilizations, such as Ancient Egypt and Nubia, contributed
significantly to the cultural and religious milieu of the biblical era. The philosophies, practices, and
writings from these civilizations influenced the narratives found in the Bible.

Key African Figures in the Bible

Several individuals of African descent played crucial roles in the biblical story. Their contributions
often reflect the rich tapestry of African history and its intersection with biblical texts.

Moses

Moses is one of the most prominent figures in the Bible, credited with leading the Israelites out of
Egypt and receiving the Ten Commandments. While often viewed through a Jewish lens, it is
important to recognize his African heritage:

- Birthplace: Moses was born in Egypt, a significant African civilization. His story begins in the Nile,
where he was raised in Pharaoh's household.

- Cultural Context: The narrative of Moses draws heavily from Egyptian culture and religion,
showcasing the influence of African traditions on his life and mission.

The Ethiopian Eunuch

The Ethiopian Eunuch is a pivotal figure mentioned in the New Testament, specifically in the Book of
Acts (Acts 8:26-40).

- Role: He was a high official in charge of the treasury of the Queen of the Ethiopians. His encounter
with Philip the Evangelist signifies the early spread of Christianity in Africa.

- Significance: This story exemplifies the inclusion of Africans in early Christianity and underscores
the significant role they played in the dissemination of the faith.

Simon of Cyrene



Simon of Cyrene is another important figure, mentioned in the synoptic Gospels (Matthew 27:32,
Mark 15:21, Luke 23:26).

- Contribution: Simon carried the cross of Jesus on the way to crucifixion, demonstrating the
intersection of African presence with the pivotal events of the New Testament.

- Legacy: His actions serve as a reminder of the diverse backgrounds of those involved in the life and
death of Jesus.

Literary Contributions and Textual Influences

The Bible comprises various literary genres, including poetry, law, history, and prophecy. African
oral traditions and written texts have influenced the development of biblical literature in several
ways.

Influence of African Oral Traditions

African oral traditions have long played a vital role in storytelling, history preservation, and cultural
expression. These traditions have parallels in biblical narratives:

- Storytelling Techniques: The use of parables, proverbs, and allegories in the Bible reflects the oral
storytelling techniques prevalent in many African cultures.

- Cultural Values: Themes of community, morality, and spirituality in African oral traditions resonate
strongly with biblical teachings.

Ancient African Texts and Writings

The texts of Ancient Egypt and other African civilizations have also influenced biblical literature:

1. The Book of the Dead: This ancient Egyptian funerary text shares themes of death and
resurrection found in the New Testament.

2. Wisdom Literature: The wisdom literature of the Bible, such as Proverbs, parallels the wisdom
literature of Ancient Egypt, highlighting a shared cultural heritage.

Modern Perspectives on African Contributions to the
Bible

The recognition of African authorship and influence in the Bible has gained traction in recent years,
prompting a re-evaluation of biblical studies and theology.



Scholarly Research and Publications

Numerous scholars have explored the African influence on biblical texts, contributing to a growing
body of literature that emphasizes this perspective:

- Books and Articles: Numerous works have been published that examine the African context of
biblical narratives, offering new insights into authorship and cultural influences.

- Conferences and Symposiums: Academic gatherings focusing on the African presence in biblical
studies have emerged, fostering dialogue and exchange of ideas.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite the growing recognition, challenges remain in fully integrating African contributions into
mainstream biblical scholarship:

1. Eurocentrism in Biblical Studies: The persistent Eurocentric view in many theological institutions
can obscure the African narrative.

2. Need for Inclusive Theology: There is a pressing need for a more inclusive theology that
acknowledges and celebrates the diverse origins of the biblical text.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the contributions of Africans who wrote the Bible extend beyond mere authorship;
they encompass a rich historical and cultural legacy that has shaped the biblical narrative.
Recognizing the African influences within the Bible enhances our understanding of the text and its
profound implications for faith and identity. As scholarship continues to evolve, it is crucial to
embrace the diverse voices that have contributed to this sacred text, ensuring that the biblical
narrative remains a reflection of our shared human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which African figure is often credited with influencing early
Christian texts?

St. Augustine of Hippo, who was born in present-day Algeria, is considered one of the most
significant early Christian theologians and philosophers, greatly influencing Christian doctrine and
biblical interpretation.

Did any African authors contribute directly to biblical texts?

While the Bible was primarily written in the ancient Near East, some scholars argue that early
African scribes and theologians played roles in the transmission and preservation of biblical texts,
particularly in Alexandria, Egypt.



What role did the African city of Alexandria play in biblical
history?

Alexandria was a major center of early Christianity and scholarship, where the Septuagint, a Greek
translation of the Hebrew Bible, was produced, and many early church fathers wrote significant
theological works.

How did Ethiopian Christianity contribute to the Bible?

Ethiopia has a rich Christian heritage, and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church includes the Ge'ez
version of the Bible, which contains additional texts not found in the standard Christian canon,
highlighting unique African contributions.

What is the significance of the Book of Enoch in African
biblical history?

The Book of Enoch, which was influential in Jewish and early Christian thought, is believed to have
been preserved by Ethiopian Christians, showcasing the impact of African traditions on biblical
literature.

Which African church councils were significant in shaping
biblical canon?

The Council of Hippo (393 AD) and the Council of Carthage (397 AD) were important in North Africa
for affirming the canon of Scripture, reflecting the influential role of African church leaders in early
Christianity.

What impact did colonialism have on the study of Africans who
wrote the Bible?

Colonialism often marginalized African contributions to biblical history, leading to a Eurocentric
perspective; however, recent scholarship seeks to reclaim and highlight the roles of Africans in
biblical authorship and theology.

Are there notable African scholars today who study the Bible?

Yes, contemporary African scholars like Kwame Bediako and Mercy Amba Oduyoye are making
significant contributions to biblical studies, emphasizing African perspectives and interpretations of
biblical texts.
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