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APPOINTMENT
WITH DEATH

Agatha Christie Appointment with Death is a masterful novel that showcases the
brilliance of one of the most celebrated authors in the mystery genre. Published in 1938,
this gripping tale invites readers to delve into the world of intrigue, deception, and murder,
all set against the backdrop of the exotic landscapes of the Middle East. As with many of
Christie's works, it features her iconic Belgian detective, Hercule Poirot, who employs his
unparalleled skills of deduction to solve a chilling crime. This article will explore the themes,



characters, and significance of "Appointment with Death," highlighting why it remains a
captivating read for both longtime fans of Agatha Christie and newcomers alike.

Overview of the Plot

"Appointment with Death" unfolds in Petra, Jordan, where a group of tourists is drawn to the
ancient ruins and the mystique of the region. The story begins with the introduction of Mrs.
Boynton, a tyrannical matriarch who dominates her family and subjects everyone around
her to her oppressive will. Her oppressive nature creates a palpable tension within the
group, leading to a series of events that culminate in her untimely death.

Major Plot Points:

1. The Boynton Family Dynamics: The novel introduces us to Mrs. Boynton's family,
including her children and stepchildren, each of whom harbors resentment toward her.
2. The Mysterious Death: Following a day of exploration, Mrs. Boynton is found dead, and
the circumstances surrounding her demise raise immediate suspicions.

3. The Investigation: Hercule Poirot, who happens to be vacationing in the same area, is
approached to investigate the murder, leading to a thrilling unraveling of clues.

Key Themes in "Appointment with Death"

Agatha Christie’s works often reflect deeper themes, and "Appointment with Death" is no
exception. Below are some of the prominent themes present in the novel:

1. Power and Control

At the core of the story is Mrs. Boynton's authoritarian grip over her family. Her
psychological manipulation and emotional abuse serve as a commentary on the dynamics
of power within familial relationships. The novel explores how this control can lead to
resentment and, ultimately, violence.

2. Justice and Morality

The quest for justice is a recurring theme in Christie's work. In "Appointment with Death,"
Poirot seeks not only to uncover the truth behind Mrs. Boynton's murder but also to
understand the moral implications of the actions taken by those involved. The novel poses
questions about the nature of justice and whether it is served in the end.

3. The Exoticism of the Setting

The setting of Petra plays a crucial role in the novel, providing a rich tapestry of history and



culture. Christie's vivid descriptions transport readers to this ancient city, making it an
integral part of the narrative. The exotic backdrop enhances the mysterious atmosphere
and serves as a stark contrast to the dark events that unfold.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Appointment with Death" are well-crafted, each contributing to the
overall tension and complexity of the story. Below are some of the pivotal characters:

1. Hercule Poirot

As the protagonist and detective, Poirot embodies intelligence, charm, and meticulousness.
His ability to read people and situations makes him the perfect investigator in this complex
case. His character often reflects the theme of justice, as he seeks to restore order in a
chaotic situation.

2. Mrs. Boynton

The central figure of the story, Mrs. Boynton, is portrayed as a tyrant. Her oppressive
nature and psychological manipulation create an environment of fear and hostility among
her family members. Her character serves as a catalyst for the unfolding drama, as her
death ignites the investigation.

3. The Boynton Family

Each member of the Boynton family exhibits unique traits that reveal their motivations and
grievances against Mrs. Boynton. This diversity in character adds depth to the story, as
readers are exposed to the complexities of familial relationships.

The Impact of "Appointment with Death"

Agatha Christie’s "Appointment with Death" has had a lasting impact on the mystery genre
and continues to resonate with readers. Here are a few reasons why it remains a significant
work:

* Timeless Themes: The exploration of power dynamics and moral dilemmas is as
relevant today as it was during Christie's time.

e Complex Characters: The depth of the characters adds to the richness of the
narrative, allowing readers to engage with their struggles and motivations.



e Mystery and Intrigue: Christie's ability to weave a compelling mystery keeps
readers guessing until the very end, a hallmark of her writing style.

Adaptations and Cultural References

The enduring popularity of "Appointment with Death" has led to several adaptations across
different media:

1. Film Adaptations

The novel was adapted into a film in 1988, featuring a star-studded cast, including Peter
Ustinov as Poirot. The film captures the essence of the novel while bringing the characters
and setting to life through stunning visuals.

2. Television Adaptations

The story has also been featured in various television adaptations, further cementing its
place in popular culture. The adaptations often highlight the tension and drama inherent in
Christie's work, making it appealing to a broad audience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Agatha Christie Appointment with Death is a remarkable literary
achievement that encapsulates the essence of mystery and intrigue. Through its rich
themes, complex characters, and exotic setting, the novel continues to captivate readers,
inviting them to explore the darker sides of human nature. Christie's ability to craft a
compelling narrative ensures that "Appointment with Death" remains a timeless classic,
appreciated by both literary enthusiasts and casual readers alike. Whether you are
revisiting this classic or picking it up for the first time, the journey through Petra’s ancient
ruins alongside Hercule Poirot promises to be a thrilling experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Appointment with Death'?

The novel follows Hercule Poirot as he investigates the murder of a domineering mother,
Mrs. Boynton, during a trip to the Middle East, unraveling family secrets and psychological
tensions.



Who is the main detective in 'Appointment with Death'?

Hercule Poirot is the main detective in 'Appointment with Death', known for his keen
observational skills and logical reasoning.

What themes are explored in 'Appointment with Death'?

The novel explores themes of oppression, psychological manipulation, and the complexities
of familial relationships.

When was 'Appointment with Death' first published?
'‘Appointment with Death' was first published in 1938.

How does Agatha Christie develop the character of Mrs.
Boynton?

Mrs. Boynton is depicted as a tyrannical matriarch whose control over her children and
others creates a tense atmosphere, making her murder a significant turning point in the
story.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Appointment
with Death'?

The setting in the Middle East adds an exotic backdrop that enhances the story's intrigue
and reflects the characters' psychological states.

How does Poirot approach the investigation in
'Appointment with Death'?

Poirot employs his famous method of interviewing suspects, analyzing their motives, and
piecing together clues to uncover the truth.

What is the outcome of the investigation in
'Appointment with Death'?

Poirot discovers the murderer among the suspects, revealing deep-seated resentments and
motivations that led to the crime.

Is 'Appointment with Death' part of a series?

'‘Appointment with Death' is one of the standalone novels featuring Hercule Poirot, not part
of a larger series but consistent with Christie's detective style.

What adaptations have been made of 'Appointment
with Death'?

The novel has been adapted into various film and television productions, with notable
adaptations including a 1988 movie and episodes from the 'Agatha Christie's Poirot' series.
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Uncover the mysteries of Agatha Christie's "Appointment with Death." Explore the plot
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