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Age of Jackson Crash Course US History 14 is a critical examination of the transformative period of
American history during the presidency of Andrew Jackson, which lasted from 1829 to 1837. This era is
characterized by significant political, social, and economic changes that shaped the nation’s development.
Understanding the Age of Jackson requires a deep dive into the key events, ideologies, and conflicts that
defined this time. In this article, we will explore the political landscape, the rise of populism, and the
impact of Jackson's policies on the fabric of American society.

Political Landscape of the Age of Jackson

The Age of Jackson is often marked by a distinct shift in American politics. The period saw the emergence
of a more democratic political system, characterized by increased voter participation and the rise of new
political parties.

The Rise of the Democratic Party

- Formation: The Democratic Party emerged from the remnants of Thomas Jefferson's Democratic-
Republican Party. Andrew Jackson became a leading figure, emphasizing the importance of the "common
man" in politics.
- Ideology: The party centered around the principles of populism, promoting the idea that government
should be accessible and responsive to the needs of the average citizen.



- Support Base: Jackson's supporters were primarily from the South and West, including farmers and
laborers who felt marginalized by the existing political elite.

The Election of 1828

- Context: The election was a rematch between Andrew Jackson and incumbent John Quincy Adams, who
had won the controversial election of 1824.
- Campaign Tactics: Jackson's campaign emphasized his image as a war hero and a man of the people,
contrasting sharply with Adams' aristocratic image.
- Outcome: Jackson won decisively, marking a significant shift towards a more democratic electoral process
and the expansion of suffrage to more white males.

The Spoils System

- Definition: The spoils system refers to the practice of rewarding political supporters with government
jobs.
- Implications: Jackson believed that this approach would democratize government and reduce corruption
by allowing ordinary citizens to participate in politics.
- Criticism: Critics argued that the spoils system often led to incompetence within government positions, as
loyalty was prioritized over qualifications.

Jacksonian Democracy

Jacksonian Democracy is a term used to describe the political philosophy associated with Andrew Jackson
and his supporters. It emphasized broader participation in government and the promotion of the common
man's interests.

Expanded Suffrage

- Voting Rights: During the Age of Jackson, many states removed property ownership requirements,
allowing more white males to vote.
- Impact: This expansion of suffrage changed the political landscape, as candidates began to cater to the
interests of a larger electorate.



Populism and the Common Man

- Ideology: Jackson’s presidency was characterized by a belief in the empowerment of the common citizen
against the elite.
- Policies: He implemented policies that aimed to benefit the working class, including opposition to the
national bank and support for westward expansion.

Opposition to Elitism

- Bank War: Jackson was a fierce opponent of the Second Bank of the United States, which he viewed as a
bastion of elite power that favored the wealthy.
- Veto of the Bank Charter: In 1832, Jackson vetoed the recharter of the bank, leading to its eventual
demise and further solidifying his image as a champion of the common man.

Social Changes during the Age of Jackson

The Age of Jackson also saw significant social changes, including the rise of various reform movements that
aimed to address issues such as education, women's rights, and abolition.

Educational Reform

- Public Education: The period saw a push for public education, as reformers believed that an educated
citizenry was essential for a functioning democracy.
- Horace Mann: Often referred to as the "father of the American public school system," Mann advocated for
universal education and improved teaching methods.

Women's Rights Movement

- Emergence: The early roots of the women's rights movement began to take shape during the Age of
Jackson, with women becoming increasingly involved in social reform.
- Seneca Falls Convention: While the convention occurred later, the ideas and discussions around women's
suffrage and rights were gaining momentum during this period.



Abolitionism

- Growing Movement: The abolitionist movement began to gather steam in the 1830s, calling for the end of
slavery.
- Key Figures: Influential abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison emerged
during this time, advocating for the rights of enslaved individuals.

Conflicts and Controversies

The Age of Jackson was not without its conflicts and controversies, particularly regarding issues of race,
land, and Native American rights.

The Indian Removal Act of 1830

- Legislation: The Indian Removal Act authorized the forced relocation of Native American tribes from
their ancestral lands in the southeastern United States to designated territories west of the Mississippi
River.
- Trail of Tears: This policy led to the infamous Trail of Tears, where thousands of Native Americans,
including the Cherokee, were forcibly removed from their lands, resulting in significant suffering and
death.

Nullification Crisis

- Background: The Nullification Crisis arose from South Carolina's opposition to federal tariffs, which they
claimed unfairly benefited Northern industries.
- Jackson’s Response: Jackson firmly opposed nullification, asserting that states could not disregard federal
laws, and he threatened military action against South Carolina.

Expansionism and Manifest Destiny

- Westward Expansion: The idea of Manifest Destiny, the belief that Americans were destined to expand
across the continent, gained traction during this period.
- Conflicts with Mexico: This ideology would eventually lead to conflicts with Mexico, culminating in the
Mexican-American War during the later part of the 1840s.



Conclusion: The Legacy of the Age of Jackson

The Age of Jackson Crash Course US History 14 encapsulates a pivotal era that reshaped the United States.
Andrew Jackson's presidency marked the rise of a more inclusive political system, characterized by the
empowerment of the common man and significant social reforms. However, this age was also fraught with
conflicts and injustices, particularly regarding the treatment of Native Americans and the tensions
surrounding slavery.

Jackson’s legacy is complex; he is celebrated for promoting democracy and the rights of the ordinary citizen
while simultaneously being criticized for his treatment of Native Americans and his stance against
abolition. The contradictions of this era continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about race, rights,
and the role of government, making the Age of Jackson an essential chapter in American history.
Understanding this period provides insight into the ongoing evolution of American democracy and the
persistent challenges faced in the quest for equality and justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Age of Jackson?
The Age of Jackson was characterized by the rise of populism, increased suffrage for white men, the
growth of political parties, and economic changes including the Industrial Revolution and westward
expansion.

How did Andrew Jackson's presidency reflect the ideals of democracy?
Andrew Jackson's presidency promoted the idea of the 'common man' in politics, expanding voting rights
to more white males and challenging established elites, which he believed made government more
representative.

What was the significance of the Indian Removal Act of 1830 during the
Age of Jackson?
The Indian Removal Act led to the forced relocation of Native American tribes from their ancestral
homelands, culminating in the Trail of Tears, which represented a significant policy of displacement and
justified expansionism.

What role did the Bank of the United States play during Jackson's
presidency?
Jackson opposed the Second Bank of the United States, viewing it as a symbol of elite privilege. He
famously vetoed its recharter, which he believed would protect the interests of the common people against



financial institutions.

How did the Age of Jackson influence American political parties?
The Age of Jackson saw the emergence of the Democratic Party as a powerful political force, while the
opposition formed the Whig Party, marking a significant shift in American political alignment toward
more organized party systems.

What was the Nullification Crisis and how did it relate to Jackson's
presidency?
The Nullification Crisis involved a confrontation between South Carolina and the federal government over
tariffs, with Jackson firmly opposing nullification, which reaffirmed the supremacy of federal law and set a
precedent for federal authority.

What were the consequences of Jackson's policies on the economy?
Jackson's economic policies, including the dismantling of the national bank and his opposition to paper
currency, contributed to financial instability, culminating in the Panic of 1837, which led to widespread
economic hardship.

How did Jackson's presidency affect the relationship between the federal
government and states' rights?
Jackson's presidency emphasized federal authority over states' rights, particularly during the Nullification
Crisis, setting a precedent for federal intervention in state matters and shaping the future federal-state
dynamics.
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