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A Single Shard Linda Sue Park is a captivating historical novel that transports readers to 12th-century
Korea, inviting them to experience a world of artistry, resilience, and the pursuit of dreams. This award-
winning book, authored by Linda Sue Park, weaves a rich tapestry of culture, tradition, and personal
growth through the eyes of its young protagonist, Tree-ear. As readers journey alongside Tree-ear, they
are immersed in the complexities of life as a potter's apprentice and the broader context of societal

expectations and aspirations.

Overview of "A Single Shard"

"A Single Shard" is set in the Goryeo Dynasty and follows the life of Tree-ear, an orphan boy living in the
village of pottery artisans. The narrative details Tree-ear's struggles and triumphs as he navigates his
world, filled with challenges and opportunities. The novel adeptly captures the essence of the time,

showcasing the art of pottery, which serves as the backdrop for Tree-ear's journey.



Plot Summary

The story begins with Tree-ear, who lives under a bridge and scavenges for food. He is fascinated by the
art of pottery, particularly the work of the master potter, Min. Despite his humble beginnings, Tree-ear’s
dreams of becoming a potter himself lead him to become an apprentice under Min. The plot thickens as
Tree-ear embarks on a mission to help Min achieve recognition at the royal court by delivering a precious

pottery sample, showcasing his dedication and determination.

Key plot points include:

1. Tree-ear’s Struggles: The hardships of living as an orphan and the challenges of poverty.

2. Apprenticeship: Tree-ear’s learning process under Min and the lessons of patience and hard work.

3. Conflict: The rivalry between Min and another potter, leading to moments of tension and growth.

4. Culmination of Dreams: Tree-ear’s journey to the royal court and the ultimate recognition of Min’s work.

Thematic Elements

"A Single Shard" is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Understanding these themes can

deepen the appreciation of the narrative and its characters.

Resilience and Perseverance

At its core, the novel highlights the importance of resilience. Tree-ear faces numerous obstacles, yet he
persists in his quest to support Min and fulfill his aspirations. His journey illustrates that dedication and hard

work can lead to success, regardless of one’s circumstances.

Art and Craftsmanship

The art of pottery is central to the story, symbolizing creativity and cultural heritage. Through Tree-ear’s
eyes, readers get an in-depth understanding of the meticulous process involved in pottery-making. This

theme emphasizes the value of craftsmanship and the pride that comes with creating something beautiful.

Friendship and Mentorship

Tree-ear's relationship with Min is pivotal to the narrative. What begins as a master-apprentice dynamic

evolves into a deeper bond marked by mutual respect and understanding. This theme underscores the



significance of mentorship in personal growth and the impact of having supportive figures in one’s life.

Character Analysis

The characters in "A Single Shard" are well-developed, each contributing uniquely to the story's richness.

Tree-ear

Tree-ear is a relatable protagonist whose dreams and determination resonate with readers. His character
embodies the spirit of perseverance, and his growth throughout the novel showcases the journey from

innocence to maturity. Tree-ear’s curiosity and passion for pottery drive the narrative forward.

Min

Min, the master potter, represents the traditional craftsman dedicated to his art. His character's complexity
unfolds as readers see his struggles and vulnerabilities. Min's relationship with Tree-ear serves as a catalyst

for both characters' growth, illustrating the power of mentorship.

Other Key Characters

- Ajima: Tree-ear’s kind-hearted caretaker, embodying maternal love and support.

- Kwan: The rival potter, representing the challenges and competition within the artistic community.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical backdrop of "A Single Shard" enhances the reading experience. The novel
takes place during the Goryeo Dynasty, a period known for its advancements in art and culture,

particularly in pottery.

Pottery in the Goryeo Dynasty

During this time, Korean pottery was renowned for its elegance and innovation. The Goryeo Dynasty is

particularly famous for celadon pottery, characterized by its distinctive green glaze. Min’s character is



reflective of the skilled artisans of the era, and his dedication to the craft serves as a tribute to the rich

history of Korean pottery.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

"A Single Shard" has received numerous accolades, solidifying Linda Sue Park's reputation as a
distinguished author. The book was awarded the prestigious Newbery Medal in 2002, recognizing its
excellence in children's literature. Critics have praised the novel for its lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and

the way it seamlessly blends history with storytelling.

Impact on Readers

The novel's themes of perseverance, artistry, and personal growth resonate deeply with readers. It
encourages young readers to embrace their passions and strive for their dreams, regardless of the obstacles

they may face. The rich cultural context also fosters a greater appreciation for diversity and history.

Conclusion

In summary, A Single Shard Linda Sue Park is more than just a historical novel; it is a poignant tale of
hope, resilience, and the pursuit of dreams. Through Tree-ear’s journey, readers are invited to reflect on
their paths, the influence of mentorship, and the beauty of artistry. Linda Sue Park’s masterful storytelling
not only entertains but also educates, making this novel a timeless addition to the literary world. Whether
you are a young reader or an adult, "A Single Shard" promises to leave a lasting impression, inspiring you

to appreciate the art of perseverance and the beauty of dreams fulfilled.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Single Shard' by Linda Sue Park?

The main theme of 'A Single Shard' is the journey of self-discovery and the importance of perseverance

and integrity in the face of challenges.

Who is the protagonist of 'A Single Shard'?

The protagonist of 'A Single Shard' is Tree-ear, a young orphan boy living in 12th-century Korea.



‘What role does pottery play in 'A Single Shard"?

Pottery plays a central role in 'A Single Shard', symbolizing creativity, culture, and the connection

between tradition and personal ambition.

How does Tree-ear's relationship with Min evolve throughout 'A Single
Shard'?

Tree-ear's relationship with Min evolves from one of fear and respect to one of mutual understanding and

mentorship, as Tree-ear learns the art of pottery and earns Min's trust.

‘What historical context is important to understanding 'A Single Shard'?

The historical context of the Goryeo Dynasty in Korea is important to understanding 'A Single Shard', as it

reflects the societal values and artistic practices of that time.

What is the significance of the title 'A Single Shard"?

The title 'A Single Shard' signifies both the fragility and beauty of art, as well as Tree-ear's journey towards

achieving his dreams, often through small, seemingly insignificant steps.

‘What lessons does Tree-ear learn throughout his journey in 'A Single
Shard'?

Throughout his journey in 'A Single Shard', Tree-ear learns lessons about patience, the value of hard work,

and the importance of following one's passions despite obstacles.
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