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A flea in her ear script is a captivating and comedic play that explores themes of
misunderstandings, deception, and the chaos that ensues from a simple
miscommunication. Written by the renowned French playwright Georges Feydeau, the play
is a quintessential example of farce, a genre characterized by exaggerated situations,
physical comedy, and absurdity. In this article, we will delve into the various elements of "A
Flea in Her Ear," examining its plot, characters, themes, and its significance in the world of
theater.



Plot Overview

"A Flea in Her Ear" unfolds in Paris during the late 19th century, set primarily in the lavish
home of a bourgeois couple, Raymonde and Victor Emmanuel Chandebise. The story kicks
off with Raymonde suspecting her husband of infidelity after receiving a mysterious letter.
This letter, misinterpreted as a love note, leads her to concoct a daring plan to confirm her
suspicions. She enlists the help of her friend Lucienne, and they decide to set a trap for
Victor.

The crux of the plot revolves around a series of misunderstandings that arise from mistaken
identities and deceptive situations. Raymonde’s plan involves a visit to a hotel where Victor
is believed to be rendezvousing with his supposed mistress. However, things spiral out of
control, leading to an uproarious series of events characterized by mistaken identities,
unexpected guests, and a chaotic climax that leaves the audience in stitches.

Main Characters

The play features a colorful cast of characters, each contributing to the humor and
complexity of the narrative. Here are some of the key players:

1. Raymonde Chandebise - The intelligent and resourceful wife who embarks on a quest to
uncover her husband's fidelity.

2. Victor Emmanuel Chandebise - Raymonde's husband, whose apparent infidelity is the
catalyst for the unfolding chaos.

3. Lucienne - Raymonde's witty and supportive friend, who assists in the plan to catch
Victor in the act.

4. Etienne - A passionate and somewhat bumbling character who becomes embroiled in the
confusion at the hotel.

5. Poche - The comical servant who adds to the farcical elements of the play with his antics
and misunderstandings.

6. Dr. Finache - A doctor who inadvertently complicates the situation with his medical
knowledge and a series of miscommunications.

These characters embody the traits typical of farce, providing ample opportunity for
comedic situations through their interactions and misunderstandings.

Themes

"A Flea in Her Ear" is rich in themes that resonate throughout the narrative. The exploration
of these themes adds depth to the comedic surface of the play.

1. Miscommunication

At the heart of the play lies the theme of miscommunication. The entire plot is set in motion



by a letter that is misinterpreted, leading to a chain reaction of misunderstandings.
Characters often misunderstand each other’s intentions, which propels the narrative
forward while generating humor. Miscommunication serves as both a plot device and a
commentary on the complexities of human relationships.

2. Infidelity and Jealousy

The suspicion of infidelity is a driving force behind Raymonde's actions. Her jealousy, fueled
by societal norms regarding marriage and fidelity, leads her to take drastic measures. The
play examines how jealousy can distort perception and lead to irrational behavior,
ultimately resulting in comedic yet insightful situations.

3. Social Class and Pretension

Feydeau also critiques societal norms and class structures through the portrayal of the
bourgeois class. The characters’ pretensions and social posturing are exaggerated,
providing a humorous reflection on the absurdities of their status. The play reveals the
fragility of social appearances and how they can be easily disrupted by personal desires
and emotions.

Structure and Style

"A Flea in Her Ear" is structured in a classic three-act format, which is typical of many
farcical plays. Each act builds upon the last, increasing the complexity and absurdity of the
situations that the characters find themselves in.

Act One: The Setup

The first act introduces the main characters and sets the stage for the central conflict.
Raymonde’s suspicions are established, and her plan to catch Victor is set in motion. The
humor begins to unfold as misunderstandings and comedic elements are introduced.

Act Two: The Confrontation

The second act takes place primarily at the hotel where Raymonde and Lucienne attempt to
confront Victor. This act is characterized by a rapid succession of comedic events, mistaken
identities, and the introduction of various characters that complicate the situation even
further. The pacing is quick, with physical comedy and witty dialogue driving the humor.



Act Three: The Resolution

The final act brings the chaos to a climax. As the misunderstandings reach their peak, the
characters are forced to confront the truth. The resolution, while chaotic, offers a sense of
closure as the characters navigate their way through the tangled web of deception. The
play concludes with a humorous twist, reinforcing the absurdity of the situations that have
unfolded.

Impact and Legacy

"A Flea in Her Ear" has left a lasting impact on the world of theater since its premiere. Its
innovative use of farcical elements and intricate plot structure has influenced countless
playwrights and performers. The play is often regarded as one of Feydeau's masterpieces,
showcasing his mastery of comedic timing and character development.

1. Influence on Farce

The play is a seminal work in the genre of farce, setting a high standard for future
productions. Its intricate plot, rapid-fire dialogue, and physical comedy serve as a blueprint
for many contemporary farces. The techniques employed by Feydeau have been studied
and emulated by playwrights in various contexts, reinforcing the play's significance in
theatrical history.

2. Adaptations and Revivals

Over the years, "A Flea in Her Ear" has been adapted into various formats, including film
and television. Its enduring popularity is evident in the numerous revivals staged
worldwide. Each adaptation brings a fresh perspective while staying true to the original’s
comedic spirit. The play's timeless themes and humor continue to resonate with audiences,
ensuring that it remains a staple in the repertoire of comedic theater.

Conclusion

In conclusion, a flea in her ear script is more than just a comedic play; it is a brilliant
exploration of human relationships, societal norms, and the absurdities of life. Through its
clever plot, memorable characters, and rich themes, Feydeau's work remains a significant
contribution to the world of theater. The play’s enduring legacy is a testament to its ability
to entertain and provoke thought, making it a classic that continues to be celebrated by
audiences and performers alike. Whether experienced on stage or through its adaptations,
"A Flea in Her Ear" invites us to laugh at the chaos of life while reflecting on the
complexities of love, trust, and communication.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'A Flea in Her Ear'?

The play revolves around a married couple, Raymonde and Victor Chandebise, who suspect
infidelity. To test Victor's fidelity, Raymonde concocts a plan involving a ruse with a hotel,
leading to a series of comedic misunderstandings and mistaken identities.

Who is the playwright of 'A Flea in Her Ear'?

The play was written by the French playwright Georges Feydeau, known for his farcical
comedies and intricate plots.

What themes are explored in 'A Flea in Her Ear'?

The play explores themes of jealousy, marital trust, deception, and the complexity of
human relationships, all presented through a comedic lens.

How does 'A Flea in Her Ear' utilize mistaken identity?

Mistaken identity is a central device in the play, as characters often confuse one another,
leading to hilarious situations and escalating chaos, particularly through the character of
the look-alike at the hotel.

What role does the setting play in 'A Flea in Her Ear'?

The setting, primarily taking place in a Parisian hotel, serves as a confined space for the
unfolding chaos and misunderstandings, amplifying the farcical elements of the story.

Is 'A Flea in Her Ear' a comedy or a drama?

It is a farcical comedy, characterized by its humorous situations, witty dialogue, and
exaggerated characters, typical of Feydeau's style.

What is the significance of the title 'A Flea in Her Ear'?

The title metaphorically refers to the small but persistent doubts and irritations in
relationships, much like a flea that causes discomfort, symbolizing the jealousy and
mistrust that plagues the characters.
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Explore the witty charm of "A Flea in Her Ear" script! Delve into its comedic brilliance and character
dynamics. Learn more about this classic play today!
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