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A SUMMER TO DIE

A Summer to Die by Lois Lowry is a poignant and deeply moving novel that explores
themes of love, loss, and the transition from childhood to adulthood. First published in
1977, this book has captivated readers with its sensitive portrayal of grief and the
complexities of family relationships. The story is set in a rural town and revolves around
the life of a young girl named Meg, her experiences during a life-altering summer, and her
relationship with her sister, Molly. In this article, we will delve into the key themes,
characters, and the significance of "A Summer to Die," while also examining its impact on
young adult literature.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Meg, a thirteen-year-old girl who feels overshadowed by her
older sister, Molly. Molly is beautiful, talented, and seemingly perfect, which leads Meg to
grapple with feelings of inadequacy. The family decides to spend the summer at their old
farmhouse, where they hope to escape the hustle and bustle of city life. However, the
idyllic summer quickly turns into a challenging emotional journey as Meg's family faces
the harsh reality of illness.

As the story unfolds, Molly is diagnosed with a serious illness, which alters the dynamics



of the family. Meg's initial jealousy of her sister transforms into a deep concern as she
struggles to come to terms with the possibility of losing Molly. This transition from sibling
rivalry to a profound bond highlights the complexities of love and familial relationships.

Character Analysis

The novel is rich with well-developed characters who each play a significant role in
conveying the story's themes.

e Meg: The protagonist of the story, Meg is a young girl grappling with her identity
and feelings of jealousy towards her sister. Her character development is central to
the narrative, as she evolves from a self-conscious adolescent to a more mature
individual who learns to appreciate the fragility of life.

e Molly: Meg's older sister, Molly is the embodiment of beauty and talent. Her illness
serves as a catalyst for Meg's growth and forces the family to confront their
emotions. Molly's character represents both the ideal and the vulnerability of youth.

e Their Parents: Meg and Molly's parents play a supportive yet distressed role in the
story. Their struggle to cope with Molly's illness reflects the broader theme of
familial love and the challenges that come with it.

Thematic Exploration

Lois Lowry’s "A Summer to Die" is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all ages.
Here are some of the prominent themes explored in the novel:

1. The Fragility of Life

One of the most significant themes of the novel is the fragility of life. Through Molly's
illness, Lowry emphasizes how quickly life can change. The summer that starts with
anticipation and excitement transforms into a period of uncertainty and fear. The narrative
encourages readers to appreciate their loved ones and recognize that life is unpredictable.

2. Grief and Loss

The theme of grief is intricately woven into the fabric of the story. As Molly's condition
deteriorates, Meg experiences a range of emotions, from anger and jealousy to deep
sorrow. Lowry illustrates how loss can bring people closer together, as Meg learns to
cherish her sister and confront her own fears about death and separation.



3. The Transition to Adulthood

"A Summer to Die" also addresses the transition from childhood to adulthood. Meg's
journey reflects her struggle to find her identity outside of her sister’s shadow. As she
faces the harsh realities of life, she begins to understand the complexities of relationships
and the importance of resilience. This coming-of-age aspect of the story resonates with
young readers, making it a powerful narrative about growth and self-discovery.

Symbolism and Imagery

Lowry employs various symbols and vivid imagery throughout the novel to enhance its
emotional impact.

e The Farmhouse: The setting of the old farmhouse symbolizes both a retreat and a
confrontation with reality. While it represents a place of family bonding and
memories, it also becomes a backdrop for the family's struggles.

e Summer: The season itself is a symbol of youth, vitality, and the fleeting nature of
life. As summer progresses, the warmth and brightness contrast sharply with the
impending loss, highlighting the theme of impermanence.

e Photography: Meg's interest in photography serves as a metaphor for her desire to
capture moments and preserve memories, emphasizing the importance of cherishing
experiences and relationships.

Impact on Young Adult Literature

"A Summer to Die" holds a significant place in the realm of young adult literature. Lois
Lowry's ability to tackle profound themes with sensitivity and authenticity has paved the
way for future authors to explore similar subjects. The novel encourages discussions
around illness, grief, and the complexities of growing up, making it a valuable addition to
any young reader's library.

Despite being published over four decades ago, the themes in "A Summer to Die" remain
relevant today. Modern readers can relate to Meg’s feelings of inadequacy and her
struggles with familial relationships, making the book timeless in its appeal. The novel’s
realistic portrayal of emotional experiences allows readers to empathize with the
characters, fostering a deeper understanding of their own feelings and relationships.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "A Summer to Die" by Lois Lowry is a heartfelt exploration of love, loss, and
the journey to adulthood. Through the story of Meg and Molly, Lowry captures the essence
of what it means to navigate life's challenges, illustrating the importance of family and the
inevitability of change. As readers accompany Meg on her emotional journey, they are
reminded of the beauty and fragility of life, encouraging them to cherish their
relationships and confront their fears.

This novel is not just a story about illness; it is a profound reflection on the human
experience, making it an essential read for young adults and anyone seeking to
understand the complexities of life. "A Summer to Die" continues to resonate with readers,
ensuring its place as a classic in young adult literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of ‘A Summer to Die' by Lois
Lowry?

The main theme of 'A Summer to Die' is the exploration of grief, loss, and the complexities
of sibling relationships.

Who are the main characters in 'A Summer to Die'?

The main characters are Meg, a teenage girl, and her sister, Molly, who is battling
leukemia.

How does the setting influence the story in 'A Summer
to Die'?

The story is set in a rural area during summer, which creates a backdrop for both the
beauty of life and the harsh reality of illness, influencing the characters' emotional
journeys.

What significant events lead to Meg's personal growth
in the novel?

Meg's experiences with her sister's illness and eventual death force her to confront her
fears, develop empathy, and understand the importance of life and love.

What role does the family's home play in the story?

The family's home serves as a sanctuary and a place of transformation, where Meg reflects
on her relationship with Molly and grapples with her feelings of loss.



How does Lois Lowry address the topic of illness in 'A
Summer to Die'?

Lois Lowry addresses illness through a sensitive portrayal of Molly's leukemia,
highlighting its impact on both the individual and the family dynamics.

What literary devices are prominent in 'A Summer to
Die'?

Lowry uses symbolism, such as the changing seasons, and imagery to evoke emotions and
convey the themes of life and death.

How does Meg's relationship with her sister evolve
throughout the book?

Initially, Meg feels jealousy towards Molly, but as the story progresses, she develops a
deeper understanding of love and compassion, ultimately cherishing their bond.

What is the significance of the title 'A Summer to Die'?

The title signifies the bittersweet nature of the summer during which Molly's illness
intensifies, marking a period of both beauty and impending loss.

What lessons does Meg learn by the end of ‘A Summer
to Die'?

By the end of the novel, Meg learns about resilience, the importance of cherishing loved
ones, and how to cope with grief and change.
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