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Shayan Momin Momin 1 Mr. Pople AP English Il Period 7 12 October 2012 Rhetorical
Analysis of “A Whisper of AIDS” In 1891, Voltairine de Cleyre wrote The Philosaphy of
Selfishness and Metaphysical Ethics, critiquing the seffish and egoistic mindset of society.
This seme mindset is critiqued by Mary Fisher in *A Whisper of AIDS". She uses rationally
emationol rhetoric in order to criticize this “self-ism” that exists in the world. Fisher begins
by speaking of the non-existent impacts of movements that hove attempted to raise
awareness about AIDS,

She utilizes the word “despite” in consecutive phrases to show that “despite science and
research” ond “goeod intentions®, nething significant has eccurmed becouse “the epidemic is
[still] winning™. Throwgh her usage of repetition, it is inferable thot soclety has ignored these
efforts due to the way of thinking that was scorched by de Cleyre. This ignorance fram the
public reveals how deeply rooted this "self-ism® s in our soclety. And to extend her point
even further, she says that the “White House™ has atternpted to try to ralse owareness
about AIDS.

Her referéence to the government further exposes the stubbomness of sodiety 1o change
their selfish way of ife, She tries to Say that even with the government pushing for this
cause, the public still refuses to take action. But even the govermment iEn't doing much,
Fisher mentions the “compaign slogans”™ and “hopeful promises” that were made by the
gavernment with a farcastic tane, This implies that the speaker believes that éwven our
federal government bas a mindset of selfishness. But this is only the beginning of her attack
an society, Mamin 2

She goes on to blome society for the mognitude of the viruss impocts. She says that by
ignaring the virus and the people affected by it society hos “helped [the virus] olong” and
thot we “have killed eoch other with our ignorance, our prejudice, ond our silence”. Her
usoge of a list exploins in what woys society hos committed such o crime. And all of this is
due to the existence of o mindset thot promotes seff-centration, o mindset that colls for the
ignorance of all others who coexist with you, The connotation of “killed” has o double effect.

First, its negative connotation creates an image in one's head of a mob of people destraying
one another. |t represents how severe the aftermath of the virus has been. The second
effect. ane that is deeper, and somewhat hidden, is that the ward “killed” implies the killing
of open-mindedness and selflessness. It shows hew people hurt each other, knock each
other dewn, and even kill each ather for their own selfish desires. In this case, soclety hos
ignared the AIDS virus because they have the thought that “If | den't have it, | sheuldn't care
abaut it™.

A whisper of aids is a profound exploration of the multifaceted narratives surrounding the AIDS
epidemic. The work encapsulates the emotional, social, and political dimensions of the crisis,
shedding light on the stigma and discrimination faced by those affected. Through a careful rhetorical
analysis, we can dissect how the author employs various rhetorical strategies to convey the urgency
of the message, engage the audience, and foster empathy for individuals living with HIV/AIDS. This
article will delve into the key rhetorical elements of the text, exploring ethos, pathos, logos, and the
use of language and imagery.

Understanding the Context of AIDS



The Historical Background

The AIDS epidemic emerged in the early 1980s, primarily affecting marginalized communities,
particularly gay men and people of color. This historical context is critical for understanding the
narratives presented in A whisper of aids. The author references significant milestones in the
epidemic's timeline, including:

1. Initial cases: The first reported cases of AIDS in the United States and the initial public response.

2. Activism: The rise of advocacy groups, such as ACT UP, which fought for medical treatment and
social acceptance.

3. Government response: The delay in governmental action and funding, which exacerbated the crisis.

By situating the narrative within this context, the author emphasizes the systemic failures that
contributed to the stigma surrounding HIV/AIDS.

The Importance of Personal Narratives

In A whisper of aids, personal stories play a vital role in humanizing the epidemic. The author weaves
individual experiences throughout the text, illustrating how AIDS affects not only the individuals
diagnosed but also their families, friends, and communities. These narratives serve several purposes:

- Increased relatability: By sharing personal stories, the author allows readers to connect emotionally
with the experiences of those affected by AIDS.

- Challenging stereotypes: Personal narratives challenge preconceived notions about HIV/AIDS,
particularly the idea that only certain demographics are at risk.

- Creating urgency: The emotional weight of these stories compels readers to understand the gravity
of the situation and motivates them to take action.

Rhetorical Appeals in A Whisper of Aids

Ethos: Establishing Credibility

The author of A whisper of aids establishes credibility through various means:

1. Personal experience: If the author has lived through the AIDS crisis, their firsthand knowledge lends
authenticity to the narrative.

2. Expert opinions: The incorporation of quotes and insights from medical professionals and activists
bolsters the text's authority.

3. Research and statistics: Presenting data related to infection rates, treatment advancements, and
mortality rates enhances the text's reliability.

By establishing ethos, the author gains the trust of the audience, making them more receptive to the
message.



Pathos: Evoking Emotion

Pathos is a significant rhetorical strategy employed in A whisper of aids, as the author seeks to evoke
strong emotional responses from the audience. Some techniques include:

- Vivid imagery: The author uses descriptive language to paint a picture of the struggles faced by
those living with HIV/AIDS. This imagery helps the audience visualize the impact of the epidemic.
- Personal testimonials: By including quotes from individuals affected by AIDS, the author allows
readers to hear their pain, fear, and hopes directly, fostering empathy.

- Dramatic anecdotes: The narrative might include powerful anecdotes of loss, resilience, and
community support, which resonate deeply with the audience.

Through these emotional appeals, the author aims to not only inform but also connect with readers on
a human level.

Logos: Logical Argumentation

While emotional appeals are vital, A whisper of aids also employs logical arguments to underline the
necessity of addressing the epidemic. Key elements include:

- Statistical evidence: The author presents data to highlight the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and its impact
on various populations. For example, statistics on infection rates among different demographics can
illustrate disparities in healthcare access.

- Cause and effect reasoning: The text may outline the consequences of stigma and discrimination,
explaining how these factors hinder prevention and treatment efforts.

- Solution-oriented arguments: The author might propose actionable solutions to combat the
epidemic, such as increased funding for research and education programs, further reinforcing the
logical structure of the argument.

By combining emotional and logical appeals, the author crafts a compelling case for the urgency of
addressing the AIDS crisis.

Language and Imagery

Symbolism and Metaphors

The author skillfully employs symbolism and metaphors throughout A whisper of aids to convey
deeper meanings. Some examples include:

- The whisper: The title itself serves as a metaphor for the silenced voices of those living with
HIV/AIDS. It suggests that their struggles and experiences are often overlooked or ignored by society.
- The fragility of life: The author may use imagery related to fragility, such as glass or delicate flowers,
to symbolize the vulnerability of individuals living with the virus.



Such literary devices enhance the emotional depth of the text and encourage readers to reflect on the
broader implications of the AIDS epidemic.

Inclusive Language

Another notable aspect of the rhetorical strategy in A whisper of aids is the use of inclusive language.
The author consciously chooses words that promote understanding and acceptance, such as:

- Person-first language: Referring to individuals as "people living with HIV" rather than "HIV-positive
individuals" emphasizes their humanity over their diagnosis.

- Avoidance of stigmatizing terms: The author refrains from using language that perpetuates stigma,
opting instead for terms that foster empathy and compassion.

This inclusive language serves to dismantle stereotypes and promote a more supportive discourse
surrounding HIV/AIDS.

Conclusion: The Call to Action

In A whisper of aids, the author not only informs but also inspires action. The closing sections often
emphasize the need for collective responsibility in addressing the AIDS epidemic. This is achieved
through:

- A powerful call to action: The author urges readers to become advocates for change, whether
through volunteering, educating themselves, or supporting affected individuals.

- Hopeful messages: By highlighting stories of resilience and progress in the fight against AIDS, the
author instills a sense of hope and agency within the audience.

Ultimately, A whisper of aids serves as both a poignant reminder of the struggles faced by those
impacted by the epidemic and a rallying cry for action. Through effective rhetorical strategies, the
author engages readers, fosters empathy, and emphasizes the importance of solidarity in the fight
against HIV/AIDS. The text remains a crucial contribution to the ongoing discourse surrounding this
public health issue, reminding us that, despite the challenges, there is always hope for a brighter
future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in 'A Whisper of AIDS'?

The main theme explored in 'A Whisper of AIDS' is the stigma and societal perceptions surrounding
the AIDS epidemic, highlighting the emotional and psychological impact on individuals and
communities affected by the disease.



How does the author use rhetorical devices to convey their
message?

The author employs rhetorical devices such as metaphors and imagery to evoke empathy and
illustrate the struggles faced by those living with AIDS, making the abstract realities of the disease
more tangible for readers.

What role does personal narrative play in the work?

Personal narrative plays a crucial role in 'A Whisper of AIDS' as it provides a first-hand perspective
that humanizes the statistics, fostering a deeper understanding and connection to the experiences of
individuals impacted by the disease.

In what ways does the text address the concept of silence
surrounding AIDS?

The text addresses the concept of silence by highlighting how societal taboos and fear lead to a lack
of open discussion about AIDS, which further perpetuates stigma and isolation for those affected.

What audience is ‘A Whisper of AIDS' primarily targeting?

The primary audience for 'A Whisper of AIDS' includes both individuals directly affected by the
epidemic and the general public, aiming to raise awareness and foster dialogue about the realities of
living with AIDS.

How does the author depict the impact of misinformation
about AIDS?

The author depicts the impact of misinformation about AIDS as detrimental, illustrating how
misconceptions contribute to fear, discrimination, and hinder effective communication and education
regarding the disease.

What emotional responses does the author aim to elicit from
the reader?

The author aims to elicit emotional responses of empathy, compassion, and urgency from the reader,
encouraging them to reconsider their perceptions of AIDS and the individuals affected by it.

What is the significance of the title 'A Whisper of AIDS'?

The title 'A Whisper of AIDS' signifies the quiet, often unspoken nature of the epidemic, suggesting
that despite its profound impact, conversations about AIDS are frequently muted or avoided in
society.

How does the work encourage action or change regarding
AIDS awareness?

The work encourages action and change by challenging readers to confront their biases, engage in
conversations about AIDS, and support initiatives that promote education, acceptance, and care for
those affected.
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Explore our in-depth rhetorical analysis of "A Whisper of AIDS." Discover how powerful language
shapes perceptions and advocacy. Learn more today!
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