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LARRY SCHWEIKART AND MICHAEL ALLEN

A Patriots History of the US

The history of the United States is a rich tapestry woven from the threads of courage,
sacrifice, and the relentless pursuit of freedom, often epitomized by the term "patriot." A
"patriot" in the context of American history is someone who vigorously supports their
country and is prepared to defend it against enemies or detractors. This article delves into
the origins of American patriotism, its evolution through significant historical events, and its
enduring legacy in contemporary society.



Origins of American Patriotism

The seeds of American patriotism were planted long before the nation was officially born.
The American colonies were characterized by a growing sense of identity that distinguished
them from their European counterparts, particularly as tensions with Great Britain
escalated in the 18th century.

Colonial Sentiment

- Diverse Foundations: The early colonies were established by a variety of groups, including
Puritans, Quakers, and other religious dissidents seeking freedom from persecution. Their
shared desire for autonomy and self-governance laid the groundwork for a collective
American identity.

- Economic Grievances: Increasingly restrictive economic policies imposed by the British
Crown, such as the Navigation Acts, fueled resentment. Colonists began organizing
protests, leading to the formation of groups like the Sons of Liberty.

The Road to Independence

The escalating tensions culminated in the American Revolution, a pivotal moment in the
emergence of American patriotism.

- The Boston Tea Party (1773): This act of defiance against British taxation galvanized
colonial sentiment. Colonists dressed as Native Americans dumped an entire shipment of
tea into Boston Harbor, symbolizing their refusal to be taxed without representation.

- The First Continental Congress (1774): Representatives from twelve colonies convened to
address grievances against the British government, marking a significant step toward unity
and collective action.

The American Revolution

The American Revolution (1775-1783) was the crucible that forged the concept of
patriotism in the United States. It was a time when ordinary citizens stepped up to fight for
their rights and freedoms.

Key Figures and Their Contributions

- George Washington: As the commander of the Continental Army, Washington became a
symbol of resilience and leadership. His strategic prowess and commitment to the cause of
independence made him a revered figure among patriots.

- Thomas Jefferson: The principal author of the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson
articulated the ideals of liberty and equality, inspiring countless others to rally around the



cause.

- Benjamin Franklin: A diplomat and statesman, Franklin played a crucial role in securing
French support for the American cause, emphasizing the importance of international
alliances.

Significant Battles and Events

- The Battles of Lexington and Concord (1775): Marked as the "shot heard 'round the
world," these skirmishes signified the official start of armed conflict between Britain and the
colonies.

- The Declaration of Independence (1776): This document declared the colonies' intention
to separate from British rule, presenting a powerful statement of the rights of individuals
and the legitimacy of the revolution.

- The Siege of Yorktown (1781): The decisive victory for American forces, with French
assistance, effectively ended the war and solidified the colonies' quest for independence.

The Formation of a New Nation

With the successful conclusion of the Revolution, the challenge of creating a new nation
began. This period saw the establishment of a government that embodied the principles of
patriotism.

The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution

- The Articles of Confederation (1781): The first governing document of the United States, it
established a weak central government. Its inadequacies led to calls for a stronger federal
system.

- The Constitutional Convention (1787): Delegates gathered in Philadelphia to draft a new
Constitution, resulting in a stronger federal government that balanced power among the
executive, legislative, and judicial branches.

Bill of Rights and National Identity

The ratification of the Constitution was accompanied by the addition of the Bill of Rights,
which protected individual liberties and reinforced the principles of democracy.

- First Ten Amendments: These amendments guarantee fundamental rights such as
freedom of speech, religion, and assembly, further solidifying the sense of patriotism rooted
in the protection of citizens' rights.



Patriotism through War and Conflict

As the United States grew, so too did its involvement in various conflicts that tested the
nation's resolve and patriotism.

The Civil War (1861-1865)

The Civil War was a defining moment in American history, rooted in deep-seated divisions
over slavery and states' rights.

- Preserving the Union: Abraham Lincoln’s leadership emphasized the idea that patriotism
also meant preserving the nation. His famous Gettysburg Address invoked the principles of
the Declaration of Independence, reigniting a sense of national purpose.

- Emancipation Proclamation (1863): By declaring the freedom of enslaved people in the
Confederate states, Lincoln framed the war as a moral struggle, further entwining
patriotism with the quest for justice.

World Wars and Global Conflicts

- World War | (1914-1918): American involvement in WWI was characterized by a sense of
duty and sacrifice, as millions of soldiers fought to protect democracy and freedom across
Europe.

- World War 11 (1939-1945): This conflict saw an unprecedented mobilization of American
society, with the war effort unifying citizens under the banner of patriotism. The victory not
only reshaped the global order but also solidified the United States’ status as a world
leader.

Modern Patriotism and Its Evolution

Patriotism in the United States has continued to evolve in response to changing social,
political, and cultural landscapes.

Post-9/11 Patriotism

The attacks on September 11, 2001, profoundly impacted American society, igniting a
renewed sense of patriotism.

- National Unity: In the aftermath of the attacks, there was a surge in patriotism, with
citizens displaying flags, attending memorials, and supporting first responders.

- Patriot Act: The government’s response included legislation aimed at enhancing national
security, which sparked debates about the balance between security and civil liberties.



Contemporary Challenges and Discussions

Today, discussions about patriotism often intersect with issues of social justice, equality,
and representation.

- Diverse Perspectives: The conversation about what it means to be a patriot has broadened
to include voices advocating for marginalized communities. Movements like Black Lives
Matter provide a platform for reinterpreting patriotism as a commitment to ensuring justice
for all citizens.

- National Identity: The question of who belongs in the American narrative continues to
evolve, with increasing recognition of the contributions of various cultural and ethnic
groups to the nation’s history.

Conclusion

The history of patriotism in the United States is a complex and multifaceted narrative that
reflects the nation’s struggles, triumphs, and ongoing quest for identity. From its colonial
beginnings through the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and into the modern era,
patriotism has been a driving force that unites citizens in their commitment to freedom,
justice, and the principles upon which the nation was founded. As the country continues to
navigate its challenges, the meaning of patriotism will likely adapt, reminding us that it
encompasses not just love for one’s country but also a commitment to its ideals and a
dedication to ensuring those ideals are realized for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Patriot's History of the United States'
primarily about?

It provides a narrative of American history from a conservative perspective, emphasizing
the achievements of the United States and its founding principles.

Who are the authors of 'A Patriot's History of the United
States'?

The book is written by Larry Schweikart and Michael Allen.

What distinguishes 'A Patriot's History of the United
States' from other history books?

It focuses on a positive view of America's past, highlighting the country's successes and
contributions rather than its failures.



When was 'A Patriot's History of the United States' first
published?

It was first published in 2004.

What key themes are explored in 'A Patriot's History of
the United States'?

The book explores themes of American exceptionalism, the importance of the Constitution,
and the role of capitalism in shaping the nation.

How do the authors address controversial topics in
American history?

They often provide a counter-narrative to prevailing historical interpretations, arguing that
issues like slavery and civil rights should be understood in the context of America's overall
progress.

Has 'A Patriot's History of the United States' faced
criticism?

Yes, it has been criticized for its perceived bias and for downplaying certain historical
injustices.

What audience is 'A Patriot's History of the United
States' aimed at?

It is primarily aimed at conservative readers and those interested in a patriotic
interpretation of history.

Are there any notable quotes from 'A Patriot's History
of the United States'?

The book contains many quotes that emphasize freedom, individualism, and the impact of
American innovation and entrepreneurship.

How has 'A Patriot's History of the United States'
influenced education?

It has been used in some educational settings as an alternative textbook to provide a
different perspective on American history.
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