
A History Of Violence Comic

A History of Violence is a graphic novel that has left a significant mark on the landscape of comics and

graphic storytelling. Created by John Wagner and Vince Locke, this work delves into themes of

violence, identity, and the consequences of our past actions. First published by Paradox Press in

1997, it has since gained recognition not only for its gripping narrative but also for its exploration of

complex characters. This article provides an in-depth look at the comic's creation, themes, adaptations,

and its impact on both the comic industry and popular culture.

Background and Creation

When examining the origins of A History of Violence, it is essential to consider the creative minds

behind it. John Wagner, a prolific British comic book writer, is renowned for his work on titles such as

Judge Dredd. Vince Locke, an American artist, is known for his distinct artistic style that effectively

conveys the gritty realism of the story.



1. John Wagner's Influence: Wagner's background in journalism and his experiences in the comic

industry heavily influenced the storytelling approach in A History of Violence. He aimed to create a

narrative that was not only engaging but also reflective of real-world issues related to violence.

2. Vince Locke's Artistic Vision: Locke’s art complements Wagner’s writing, with a style that balances

realism and expressionism. His ability to depict raw emotions enhances the reader's connection to the

characters and the unfolding drama.

The comic was initially conceived as a standalone story, which later evolved into a more extensive

narrative exploring the psychological ramifications of violence.

The Plot Overview

At the heart of A History of Violence is the story of Tom McKenna, a seemingly ordinary man living in

a small town. The narrative begins with a violent incident at his diner, where he successfully defends

himself against two armed robbers. This act of heroism draws media attention and leads to a series of

events that unravel his past.

Key Plot Points

- Tom's Transformation: As the story progresses, Tom's past as a violent criminal resurfaces, forcing

him to confront the man he used to be.

- Family Dynamics: The comic intricately explores the impact of Tom’s past on his family, particularly

his wife and children, revealing how violence can fracture relationships.

- Identity Crisis: Tom’s struggle with his identity is a central theme, as he grapples with the dichotomy

of being a family man and a former criminal.

The narrative is structured in a way that intersperses flashbacks with present-day occurrences,

effectively building tension and deepening the reader’s understanding of Tom’s character.



Thematic Exploration

The themes present in A History of Violence are multifaceted, offering rich material for analysis and

discussion.

Violence and Its Consequences

One of the most prominent themes is the nature of violence and its repercussions. Wagner does not

glorify violence; instead, he presents it as a cyclical force that affects everyone involved. The comic

raises questions such as:

- What drives a person to violence?

- Can one ever escape their past?

- How do societal perceptions of violence shape individual identities?

Through Tom’s journey, the reader is exposed to the idea that violence is not just an act but a

complex interplay of circumstances, choices, and social constructs.

Identity and Redemption

Tom’s struggle with his identity serves as a critical lens into the idea of redemption. The narrative

suggests that while the past may shape an individual, it does not have to define their future. Tom's

quest to reclaim his life and protect his family becomes a profound exploration of human resilience and

the possibility of change.



Family and Relationships

The impact of Tom's violence on his family is a poignant aspect of the story. The comic illustrates how

violence does not only affect the perpetrator but also has far-reaching effects on loved ones. The

emotional turmoil experienced by his wife, Edie, and their children encapsulates the theme of familial

bonds being tested by the shadows of the past.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The success of A History of Violence in the comic medium paved the way for its adaptation into film.

Directed by David Cronenberg, the 2005 film version remains a notable interpretation of the source

material.

Film Adaptation

- Critical Reception: The film received critical acclaim for its performances, particularly by Viggo

Mortensen as Tom McKenna. The adaptation stays true to the comic’s themes while exploring them

through a cinematic lens.

- Awards and Nominations: The film was nominated for several awards, including an Academy Award

nomination for Best Adapted Screenplay, showcasing its narrative strength and cultural relevance.

The movie brought the story to a broader audience, highlighting the comic’s exploration of violence in

contemporary society. It also sparked discussions about the portrayal of violence in media and its

psychological implications.



Legacy and Influence

Since its publication, A History of Violence has influenced numerous creators in the comic and film

industries. Its raw depiction of violence and its consequences has inspired works that seek to explore

similar themes.

1. Impact on Graphic Novels: The comic has contributed to the evolution of graphic novels as a

serious literary form. It has encouraged other writers to tackle complex and often uncomfortable

themes through the medium.

2. Influence on Storytelling: The narrative structure and character development showcased in A History

of Violence have served as a blueprint for subsequent works that blend realism with graphic

storytelling.

3. Discussion on Violence in Media: The comic and its adaptations have sparked ongoing debates

about the representation of violence in media, prompting audiences to consider the ethical implications

of storytelling.

Conclusion

In conclusion, A History of Violence stands as a seminal work in the comic book genre, offering a

profound exploration of violence, identity, and family dynamics. Through the compelling narrative

crafted by John Wagner and the evocative artistry of Vince Locke, the comic invites readers to reflect

on the nature of human behavior and the intricate web of consequences that violence weaves. Its

adaptation into film and the subsequent discussions it has generated further solidify its place as a

critical work, ensuring its legacy endures in both the comic book community and popular culture at

large. Whether experienced through the pages of the graphic novel or the frames of the film, A History

of Violence continues to resonate, challenging audiences to confront the uncomfortable realities of life

and the choices we make.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in the 'A History of Violence' comic?

The main theme of 'A History of Violence' is the exploration of identity and the impact of violence on a

person's life, examining how past actions can shape present realities and the duality of human nature.

Who are the creators behind the 'A History of Violence' comic?

The comic was created by writer John Wagner and artist Vince Locke, first published in 1997 by

Paradox Press.

How does the comic differ from the film adaptation directed by David

Cronenberg?

While both the comic and the film share a similar premise, the film adaptation expands on certain

character backstories and themes, emphasizing psychological aspects and the consequences of

violence, whereas the comic presents a more straightforward narrative.

What impact did 'A History of Violence' have on the comic book

industry?

The comic was significant in bringing attention to mature themes in graphic novels, challenging the

perception of comics as purely for children and paving the way for more serious storytelling in the

medium.

Is 'A History of Violence' considered a standalone story or part of a

series?

'A History of Violence' is a standalone graphic novel, meaning it tells a complete story without requiring

additional issues or series for context.
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