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I am a time being.

Do you know what a time
being is?

Well, if you give me a
moment, I will tell you.
A time being is someone

who lives in time,

and that means you,

and me, and every one of us
who is, or was,

or ever will be.
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A Tale for the Time Being Quotes is a fascinating exploration of interconnected lives, time, and
the nature of existence. Ruth Ozeki's novel intertwines the narratives of a Japanese schoolgirl named
Nao and a writer named Ruth, who discovers Nao's diary washed ashore on a remote island in
Canada. Through these two characters, Ozeki delves into profound ideas about identity, memory,
and the impact of our actions on others. This article will explore some of the most poignant quotes
from the novel and delve into their meanings and implications.

Understanding the Characters Through Quotes

Quotes from the characters in "A Tale for the Time Being" provide insight into their thoughts,
feelings, and motivations. Each quote serves as a window into their unique perspectives and the
broader themes of the novel.

Nao's Perspective

Nao's diary entries are filled with reflections on her life in Japan, her struggles with bullying, and
her contemplations on existence. Here are some key quotes from Nao that encapsulate her
character:

1. "I want to be a time being."
This quote reflects Nao's desire to exist in a way that transcends the mundane. Her yearning to be a



"time being" suggests a wish to connect with the deeper aspects of life, to be more than just a
fleeting moment in time.

2. "I think of my life as a story."

Nao's recognition of her life as a narrative underscores the novel's exploration of storytelling and its
power. It emphasizes how we construct meaning through our experiences and how those stories
resonate with others.

3. "I want to be remembered."

This desire for remembrance is a poignant reflection on mortality and the human need for
connection. Nao's struggle against the isolation she feels, partly due to her experiences of bullying,
highlights the universal desire to leave a mark on the world.

Ruth's Reflection

Ruth, the adult writer who discovers Nao's diary, offers her insights as she grapples with the
complexities of life, time, and her own identity. Here are some significant quotes from Ruth:

1. "T am a writer, but I am also a reader."

This distinction between being a writer and a reader underscores the dual nature of storytelling.
Ruth's role as a reader of Nao's diary allows her to engage with Nao's experiences deeply,
illustrating how stories connect people across time and space.

2. "Time is a strange thing."

This reflection encapsulates one of the central themes of the novel. Ruth's exploration of time—how
it shapes our experiences and perceptions—mirrors the nonlinear nature of Nao's diary, which
weaves together past and present.

3. "I wanted to believe that Nao was real."
This desire reflects Ruth's struggle to reconcile her own reality with the story unfolding in Nao's

diary. It highlights the emotional investment Ruth has in Nao's life and the existential questions
raised by their interconnected narratives.

Exploring Themes Through Quotes

The quotes from "A Tale for the Time Being" resonate with the novel’s major themes, including
identity, the passage of time, and the impact of storytelling.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Both Nao and Ruth grapple with their identities throughout the novel. Their struggles are
articulated through various quotes that highlight the quest for self-understanding.

1. "Who am I?"
This simple yet profound question echoes throughout the narrative, reflecting both Nao's and Ruth's



journeys of self-discovery. It underscores the complexity of identity and the influence of external
factors such as culture, family, and personal history.

2. "I am not alone."

This realization is vital for both characters. It speaks to the human need for connection and the idea
that our experiences are often shared. The interconnectedness of lives becomes a theme that
transcends the individual.

The Nature of Time and Existence

Ozeki’s exploration of time is a central theme of the novel, and various quotes illustrate this concept.

1. "The past is never gone."
This quote highlights the idea that the past continues to influence the present. Nao’s experiences
and Ruth’s reflections show how memories shape their identities and perceptions of reality.

2. "Everything is connected."

This statement encapsulates the novel’s exploration of interconnectedness. It emphasizes that our
actions and stories resonate beyond our immediate experiences, affecting others in ways we may not
fully understand.

The Power of Storytelling

One of the most profound themes in "A Tale for the Time Being" is the power of storytelling. The
quotes from the characters illustrate how narratives shape our understanding of ourselves and the
world around us.

The Importance of Sharing Stories

1. "Stories are how we make sense of the world."
This quote underscores the central role that storytelling plays in human experience. It emphasizes
how narratives help us navigate our complexities and forge connections with others.

2. "I write to remember."
This statement reflects the therapeutic aspect of writing. For both Nao and Ruth, writing becomes a
means of processing their experiences and emotions, allowing them to confront their realities.

The Interplay Between Reader and Writer

1. "Every story has a reader."

This quote emphasizes the relationship between the storyteller and the audience. It speaks to the
idea that stories come alive through the engagement of readers, who bring their own interpretations
and emotions to the narrative.



2. "I am part of her story."

Ruth’s realization that she is intertwined with Nao’s narrative illustrates the profound impact that
stories can have on our lives. This connection emphasizes the idea that storytelling creates bonds
across time and distance.

Conclusion: The Resonance of Quotes

Quotes from "A Tale for the Time Being" serve as powerful reflections on the themes of identity,
time, and the nature of storytelling. Ruth Ozeki's masterful weaving of Nao's and Ruth's narratives
invites readers to contemplate their own lives and the stories they inhabit. Through the lens of these
characters, we are reminded of the significance of our experiences, the impact of our actions, and
the enduring power of connection. The quotes from the novel resonate far beyond the pages,
encouraging introspection and a deeper understanding of what it means to be a part of the human
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a significant quote from 'A Tale for the Time Being'
that reflects the theme of time?

‘Time is a strange thing. It can stretch and contract, and it can be lost or found.' This quote
emphasizes the fluid nature of time and its impact on our lives.

How does Ruth Ozeki use quotes to explore the concept of
interconnection in 'A Tale for the Time Being'?

Ozeki writes, 'We are all connected, like the waves of the ocean.' This quote illustrates how the
characters' lives intertwine across different cultures and time periods.

What quote in 'A Tale for the Time Being' captures the
struggle with identity?

'l am not who you think I am. I am who I choose to be.' This quote highlights the complexity of self-
identity and the personal choices that shape it.

Which quote encapsulates the theme of memory in the novel?

'Memory is like a river, it flows and changes shape, but its essence remains.' This reflects how
memories influence the present and evolve over time.

What does the quote 'Words are my friends, my enemies, and
my only hope' signify in the context of the book?

This quote underscores the power of language and storytelling, illustrating how they can be both a
refuge and a source of conflict for the characters.



How does the quote 'To be a time being is to be a witness'
relate to the narrative perspective in 'A Tale for the Time
Being'?

This quote highlights the role of the narrator as an observer of life’s events, suggesting that
witnessing is an integral part of existence.

What does the quote 'The past is a prelude to the future' imply
about the characters' journeys?

This quote emphasizes how past experiences shape the characters' futures, suggesting that
understanding history is crucial for personal growth.

Which quote reflects the theme of resilience in 'A Tale for the
Time Being'?

'Even in the darkest times, we find a way to keep going.' This quote illustrates the strength of the
human spirit in overcoming adversity.
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Swedish Chocolate Cherry-Craisin Coconut & Pecan Te...
Oct 20, 2016 - Swedish Chocolate Cherry-Craisin Coconut & Pecan Tea Ring / #Choctoberfest! I
have been ...

Chocolate-Apricot Tea Ring - Recipes | Pampered Chef US ...
Discover our Chocolate-Apricot Tea Ring and other top Breakfast & Brunch recipes at
PamperedChef.com. ...

Swedish Tea Ring - the dutch baker
Oct 30, 2022 - A super soft, warm and deliciously easy Swedish tea ring that is drizzled with a
luscious cream ...

Chocolate Coconut Tea Ring - State Fair Recipe
Oct 18, 2017 - This state fair winning Chocolate Coconut Tea Ring is inspired by German Chocolate

Cake.It'sa ...
Chocolate-Apricot Tea Ring - Recipe - Cooks.com

Join ends together to form 1 large ring. Using knife, cut from outside of ring to within 1 inch of
inside of ring making ...

Explore insightful 'A Tale for the Time Being' quotes that capture its essence. Discover how these
powerful words resonate with life's complexities. Learn more!
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