
A Wrinkle In Time Characters

A Wrinkle in Time characters have captivated readers since the novel's
publication in 1962. Written by Madeleine L'Engle, this science fantasy story
weaves together elements of adventure, science, and spirituality, making it a
timeless classic. The rich tapestry of characters in "A Wrinkle in Time" not
only drives the plot forward but also embodies its central themes of love,
courage, and the battle between good and evil. In this article, we will
explore the main characters, their roles, and the significance they hold
within the story.



Main Characters in A Wrinkle in Time

The narrative of "A Wrinkle in Time" revolves around several key characters
who embark on an extraordinary journey across space and time. Each character
brings unique qualities to the story, contributing to its depth and
complexity. Let’s delve into the most prominent figures:

1. Meg Murry

Meg Murry is the protagonist and the heart of "A Wrinkle in Time." She is a
high school student who struggles with feelings of inadequacy and alienation.
Here are some key aspects of her character:

- Intelligence: Meg is academically gifted, particularly in mathematics,
which is crucial for understanding the scientific concepts in the story.
- Emotional Depth: She faces challenges that resonate with many readers, such
as self-doubt and the desire for acceptance.
- Growth: Throughout her journey, Meg evolves from a troubled teen into a
courageous and confident individual, showcasing the power of love and self-
acceptance.

2. Charles Wallace Murry

Charles Wallace, Meg’s younger brother, is a remarkable character who
possesses extraordinary intelligence and abilities. His character traits
include:

- Gifted Mind: He exhibits a brilliant intellect, often understanding complex
ideas that others cannot grasp.
- Telepathy: Charles has the ability to communicate with others through
thought, making him a unique asset in their adventure.
- Vulnerability: Despite his intelligence, he struggles with social
interactions, often feeling isolated. His character illustrates the
importance of family and love.

3. Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who

These three celestial beings play an essential role in guiding Meg, Charles,
and their friend Calvin O'Keefe on their journey through the universe.

- Mrs. Whatsit: She has a whimsical personality and is often seen in various
forms. Her character represents the playful side of wisdom and the importance
of friendship.
- Mrs. Who: Known for her love of quotations, Mrs. Who communicates through



famous quotes from various languages and cultures, symbolizing the
interconnectedness of knowledge.
- Mrs. Which: The most powerful of the three, she embodies authority and
strength. Mrs. Which helps the children understand the gravity of their
mission and the nature of evil.

4. Calvin O'Keefe

Calvin is a classmate of Meg and an essential ally in their quest. His
character traits include:

- Compassion: He often acts as a supportive friend to Meg, helping her
navigate her insecurities.
- Bravery: Calvin shows courage in the face of danger, willing to stand by
Meg and Charles in their fight against evil.
- Popularity vs. Struggles: Although he is popular and athletic, Calvin also
grapples with his own family issues, making him relatable to many readers.

Antagonistic Forces

While the protagonists are crucial to the story, the antagonists also play a
significant role in creating tension and highlighting the central themes of
the narrative.

1. IT

IT is the primary antagonist in "A Wrinkle in Time," symbolizing the power of
conformity and the loss of individuality. Here are some characteristics of
IT:

- Mind Control: IT has the ability to control the minds of others, promoting
a sense of uniformity and suppressing free will.
- Representation of Evil: IT represents the darker aspects of society, such
as oppression and totalitarianism, serving as a powerful reminder of the
importance of individual thought and freedom.

2. The Black Thing

The Black Thing is another representation of evil in the story. It embodies
darkness and despair, posing a significant threat to the characters. Its
characteristics include:

- Symbol of Fear: The Black Thing symbolizes the fears and struggles that



individuals face, showcasing the importance of love and hope in overcoming
darkness.
- Universal Threat: It represents not only personal struggles but also larger
societal issues, making it a multifaceted antagonist.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

The characters in "A Wrinkle in Time" are not just individuals; they
represent broader themes that resonate deeply with readers of all ages.

1. The Power of Love

One of the most significant themes is the power of love and its ability to
conquer evil. The bond between Meg, Charles, and their family illustrates how
love can provide strength in the face of adversity.

2. Individuality vs. Conformity

The struggle between individuality and conformity is embodied in the
characters' fight against IT and the Black Thing. Each character’s unique
traits and abilities highlight the importance of embracing one’s
individuality.

3. Courage and Growth

The journey of Meg, Charles, and Calvin showcases the importance of courage
in personal growth. Each character faces their fears and learns valuable
lessons about themselves and their place in the universe.

Conclusion

In summary, the characters in A Wrinkle in Time are richly developed and
serve as vehicles for the novel's profound themes. From Meg Murry's journey
of self-discovery to the struggle against the oppressive forces of IT, each
character brings something unique to the narrative. Through their adventures,
readers are reminded of the enduring power of love, the importance of
individuality, and the bravery required to confront one’s fears. This
timeless story continues to resonate with audiences, making its characters
unforgettable and its lessons invaluable. Whether you are revisiting the book
or discovering it for the first time, the characters of "A Wrinkle in Time"
will leave a lasting impression.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Meg Murry and what are her defining
characteristics?
Meg Murry is the protagonist of 'A Wrinkle in Time.' She is a high school
student who struggles with self-doubt and feelings of inadequacy, especially
regarding her intelligence and appearance. Throughout the story, her bravery,
loyalty to her family, and willingness to embrace her individuality are
highlighted.

What role does Charles Wallace play in the story?
Charles Wallace is Meg's younger brother, known for his exceptional
intelligence and unique mental abilities, including telepathy. Despite his
brilliance, he struggles with social interactions and is often misunderstood
by others. His character represents the theme of individuality and the
importance of love and family.

Who are Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who?
Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who are celestial beings who guide Meg,
Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin O'Keefe on their journey through
time and space. Each character has unique powers: Mrs. Whatsit can transform,
Mrs. Who speaks in quotes from famous literature, and Mrs. Which has the
ability to manipulate time and space.

What is the significance of the character IT?
IT is the primary antagonist in 'A Wrinkle in Time,' representing a dark
force that embodies conformity and control. IT seeks to dominate minds and
erase individuality, making it a powerful symbol of the struggle between good
and evil, as well as the importance of free will.

How does Calvin O'Keefe contribute to the story?
Calvin O'Keefe is a classmate of Meg who joins her and Charles Wallace on
their journey. His character serves as a bridge between the Murry family and
the outside world. He is compassionate, brave, and helps Meg realize her own
strength, demonstrating the value of friendship and support.

What lessons do the characters learn about love and
resilience?
Throughout the story, characters learn that love is a powerful force that can
overcome darkness and fear. Meg’s journey emphasizes resilience, as she faces
her insecurities and learns to embrace her uniqueness. The bonds of family
and friendship are portrayed as vital in the fight against evil.



In what ways does the character of Mrs. Whatsit
embody the theme of transformation?
Mrs. Whatsit embodies transformation both literally and metaphorically.
Initially appearing as an eccentric old woman, she reveals her true identity
as a star who has sacrificed herself for the fight against darkness. Her
character illustrates the theme that change and growth can arise from
selflessness and courage.

What is the significance of the character's journey
through the tesseract?
The journey through the tesseract symbolizes the complexities of time and
space and represents the idea that love can transcend these boundaries. It
serves as a metaphor for the characters' personal growth, as they learn to
confront their fears and rely on each other to navigate challenges.
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