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A Tree is Nice by Janice May Udry is a beloved children’s book that captures the simple yet profound
beauty of trees. This delightful story, illustrated by the talented illustrator, is often cherished for its
poetic language and vivid illustrations that engage young readers. In this article, we will explore the
themes, characters, and educational value of "A Tree is Nice," along with its lasting impact on

children’s literature.

Overview of "A Tree is Nice"

Published in 1956, "A Tree is Nice" has become a classic in children’s literature. Janice May Udry’s
gentle prose invites readers to appreciate the many gifts that trees provide. The book features a
straightforward narrative that celebrates trees in various seasons and contexts, showcasing how they

enrich our lives and the environment around us.

Plot Summary

The story begins with a simple statement: trees are nice. As the narrative unfolds, readers are
introduced to different aspects of trees and how they contribute to nature and human life. The text

emphasizes:

- Shade: Trees provide a cool refuge on hot days, allowing children and families to enjoy outdoor
activities.

- Homes for Creatures: Various animals make their homes in trees, highlighting the interconnectedness
of nature.

- Beauty and Color: The changing seasons bring different colors and shapes to trees, creating a visual

feast for the eyes.

Through these observations, Udry creates an appreciation for the presence of trees in our lives.



Illustrations

The illustrations in "A Tree is Nice" are equally significant to the storytelling. The artwork complements
Udry's text, capturing the essence of each scene with vibrant colors and intricate details. The
illustrations invite readers to explore different environments, from lush forests to simple backyards,

making the book visually captivating.

Themes in "A Tree is Nice"

"A Tree is Nice" delves into several important themes that resonate with both children and adults. Here

are some key themes explored in the book:

Appreciation of Nature

One of the most prominent themes is the appreciation of nature. The book encourages readers to look
around and notice the natural beauty in their surroundings. It fosters a sense of wonder about the

world and highlights the importance of nurturing our environment.

Interconnectedness

The narrative emphasizes the interconnectedness of all living things. Trees are depicted as vital
components of the ecosystem, providing homes and sustenance for various creatures. This theme

teaches children about the role of trees in maintaining balance in nature.



Simplicity and Joy

Udry's writing embodies simplicity, reminding readers that joy can often be found in the little things.
The book illustrates how trees can bring happiness and comfort, urging readers to find joy in everyday

experiences, such as playing under a tree or climbing its branches.

Educational Value of "A Tree is Nice"

"A Tree is Nice" serves not only as an engaging read but also as an educational tool for young
readers. Through its narrative and illustrations, the book offers opportunities for learning in various

ways.

Nature Education

Parents and educators can use this book to teach children about:
- Types of Trees: Discuss different species of trees and their characteristics.
- Seasons and Growth: Explore how trees change with the seasons and the process of growth and

renewal.

- Ecosystems: Introduce concepts related to ecosystems and the roles that trees play in supporting life.

Language Development

The book's rhythmic and lyrical prose can aid in language development by:

- Vocabulary Building: Introducing new words related to nature and trees.

- Listening Skills: Engaging children in read-aloud sessions that enhance their listening and



comprehension skills.
- Storytelling: Encouraging children to create their own stories about nature, inspired by Udry's

narrative style.

Impact on Children's Literature

Janice May Udry’s "A Tree is Nice" has left a lasting impact on children’s literature. Its timeless
message and charming illustrations have inspired generations of readers. Here are some factors

contributing to its enduring legacy:

Timeless Message

The themes of appreciation for nature and simplicity resonate with readers of all ages. In today's fast-

paced world, the book serves as a gentle reminder to slow down and appreciate the beauty around us.

Encouragement of Outdoor Play

In an era where children's outdoor playtime is often limited, "A Tree is Nice" serves as a powerful
advocate for connecting with nature. The book encourages children to explore their environment, climb

trees, and engage in outdoor activities, promoting a healthy lifestyle.

Influence on Authors and lllustrators

Udry's work has influenced many authors and illustrators in the genre of children's literature. The
combination of simple yet poignant storytelling with captivating illustrations has set a standard that

continues to inspire new works that celebrate nature.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "A Tree is Nice by Janice May Udry" stands as a timeless piece of children’s literature
that celebrates the beauty and importance of trees. Through its engaging narrative and stunning
illustrations, the book instills a sense of wonder about the natural world. Its themes of appreciation,
interconnectedness, and simplicity remind readers of the joy that can be found in everyday life. As we
continue to navigate a world increasingly disconnected from nature, Udry's message remains more
relevant than ever, encouraging us to cherish and protect the trees that enrich our lives. Whether read
at home or in the classroom, "A Tree is Nice" is a delightful journey into the heart of nature that every

child should experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Tree Is Nice' by Janice May Udry?

The main theme of 'A Tree Is Nice' is the appreciation of nature and the simple joys that trees bring to
our lives, highlighting their importance in the environment.
How does Janice May Udry illustrate the relationship between children

and trees in the book?

Udry illustrates this relationship by depicting children engaging in various activities with trees, such as

climbing, playing, and finding shelter, which emphasizes the joy and comfort trees provide.

What literary techniques does Udry use to convey her message about

trees?

Udry employs descriptive language, vivid imagery, and repetition to create a sense of wonder and to

emphasize the beauty and utility of trees throughout the narrative.



Why is 'A Tree Is Nice' considered a classic in children’'s literature?

It is considered a classic because of its simple yet profound message, engaging illustrations, and the

way it encourages a love and respect for nature in young readers.

What age group is 'A Tree Is Nice' most suitable for?

'A Tree Is Nice' is most suitable for preschool and early elementary school children, typically ages 3 to

7, as it combines simple language with relatable themes.

What impact has 'A Tree Is Nice' had on environmental education for

children?

The book has positively impacted environmental education by fostering an early appreciation for

nature, encouraging children to explore and understand the importance of trees in their ecosystem.
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Discover the beauty of nature in "A Tree Is Nice" by Janice May Udry. Explore themes of
appreciation and connection with the environment. Learn more!
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