
A Remedial English Grammar For Foreign
Students

A remedial English grammar for foreign students is a crucial resource for
individuals who are non-native speakers of English and wish to improve their
language skills. Understanding the fundamental rules of English grammar is
key to developing effective communication abilities, enhancing reading
comprehension, and writing clearly. This article will provide a comprehensive
guide tailored for foreign students, aiming to break down complex grammar
concepts into manageable, easily digestible sections.

Understanding the Basics of English Grammar

Grammar, at its core, is the system and structure of a language. It
encompasses various elements that dictate how words are organized into
sentences. For foreign students, mastering English grammar involves
familiarizing themselves with the following fundamental components:



1. Parts of Speech

The parts of speech are the building blocks of sentences. English comprises
eight primary parts of speech:

1. Nouns: Words that represent people, places, things, or ideas (e.g., cat,
city, happiness).
2. Pronouns: Words that replace nouns (e.g., he, she, it, they).
3. Verbs: Action words that describe what the subject is doing (e.g., run,
think, is).
4. Adjectives: Words that describe or modify nouns (e.g., blue, quick, tall).
5. Adverbs: Words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs (e.g.,
quickly, very, well).
6. Prepositions: Words that show relationships between nouns or pronouns and
other words in a sentence (e.g., in, on, under).
7. Conjunctions: Words that connect clauses or sentences (e.g., and, but,
or).
8. Interjections: Words that express emotions or reactions (e.g., wow, oh,
ouch).

2. Sentence Structure

Understanding sentence structure is vital for effective communication. In
English, the basic sentence structure follows the Subject-Verb-Object (SVO)
format. Here’s a breakdown:

- Subject: Who or what the sentence is about.
- Verb: What the subject is doing.
- Object: Who or what is receiving the action.

Example: "The cat (subject) chased (verb) the mouse (object)."

3. Tenses

Tenses indicate the time of an action or state of being. English has three
primary tenses, each with four aspects: simple, continuous, perfect, and
perfect continuous.

1. Present Tense:
- Simple: "I eat."
- Continuous: "I am eating."
- Perfect: "I have eaten."
- Perfect Continuous: "I have been eating."

2. Past Tense:
- Simple: "I ate."



- Continuous: "I was eating."
- Perfect: "I had eaten."
- Perfect Continuous: "I had been eating."

3. Future Tense:
- Simple: "I will eat."
- Continuous: "I will be eating."
- Perfect: "I will have eaten."
- Perfect Continuous: "I will have been eating."

Common Grammar Challenges for Foreign Students

While learning English grammar, foreign students often encounter specific
challenges. Understanding these common issues can help students navigate
their learning process more effectively.

1. Articles

English has two types of articles: definite (the) and indefinite (a, an).
Foreign students may struggle with when to use articles, especially if their
native languages do not use them.

- Definite Article: Used to refer to a specific item (e.g., "the book on the
table").
- Indefinite Articles: Used to refer to non-specific items (e.g., "a book"
could be any book).

2. Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement refers to the need for the subject and verb in a
sentence to match in number (singular or plural).

- Singular: "The dog barks."
- Plural: "The dogs bark."

3. Prepositions

Prepositions can be particularly tricky due to their varied usage in
different contexts. Here are a few commonly used prepositions:

- In: Used for enclosed spaces (e.g., "in the box").
- On: Used for surfaces (e.g., "on the table").
- At: Used for specific points (e.g., "at the corner").



Practical Exercises for Improving Grammar

To enhance grammar skills, foreign students can engage in various practical
exercises. Here are some effective methods:

1. Writing Practice

Encouraging students to write regularly can help reinforce grammar rules.
They can start with simple sentences and gradually progress to more complex
structures.

- Journaling: Writing about daily experiences.
- Creative Writing: Crafting short stories or poems.

2. Grammar Quizzes and Games

Interactive quizzes and games can make learning grammar enjoyable. Websites
and apps often provide engaging exercises that cover various grammar topics.

- Online Quizzes: Websites like Grammarly or Quizlet.
- Grammar Games: Apps that focus on grammar skills.

3. Reading Comprehension

Reading English texts can improve grammar understanding and vocabulary.
Students should aim to read a mix of genres, including fiction, non-fiction,
and articles.

- Books: Choose age-appropriate and interest-based literature.
- News Articles: Reading current events can improve language skills while
keeping students informed.

Resources for Learning English Grammar

Several resources can aid foreign students in their pursuit of mastering
English grammar. Here’s a list of helpful tools:

1. Textbooks

- "English Grammar in Use" by Raymond Murphy



- "Understanding and Using English Grammar" by Betty Schrampfer Azar

2. Online Courses

- Websites like Coursera and Udemy offer structured courses focusing on
English grammar.
- The British Council provides free resources and materials for learners.

3. Language Exchange Programs

Participating in language exchange programs allows students to practice
English in real-life situations. They can converse with native speakers and
receive feedback on their grammar usage.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, a remedial English grammar for foreign students serves as a
vital foundation for language learning. By understanding the parts of speech,
mastering sentence structure, and overcoming common challenges, students can
develop their grammar skills effectively. Regular practice through writing,
quizzes, reading, and utilizing various resources will enhance their
proficiency and confidence in using English. With dedication and the right
tools, foreign students can navigate the complexities of English grammar and
achieve their language learning goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is remedial English grammar?
Remedial English grammar refers to instruction designed to help non-native
speakers improve their understanding and use of English grammar, focusing on
foundational concepts and common errors.

Who can benefit from remedial English grammar
courses?
Foreign students, immigrants, and anyone who struggles with English grammar
can benefit from these courses to enhance their language skills and academic
performance.



What are some common grammar issues foreign students
face?
Common issues include verb tense usage, subject-verb agreement, proper
article usage, prepositions, and sentence structure.

How are remedial English grammar courses structured?
These courses often include interactive lessons, exercises, quizzes, and
personalized feedback to address individual learning needs and progress.

What resources are available for learning remedial
English grammar?
Resources include textbooks, online courses, educational apps, grammar
workbooks, and websites dedicated to English language learning.

Can remedial English grammar help with writing
skills?
Yes, improving grammar knowledge directly enhances writing skills, allowing
students to communicate more clearly and effectively in their written work.

Are there specific grammar rules that foreign
students often struggle with?
Yes, many struggle with irregular verbs, conditional sentences, modals, and
the use of passive voice, which may differ significantly from their native
languages.

How can students practice English grammar outside of
class?
Students can practice by reading books, writing essays, using language
exchange apps, and engaging in conversations with native speakers to
reinforce their grammar skills.

What is the importance of mastering English grammar
for foreign students?
Mastering English grammar is crucial for effective communication, academic
success, and professional opportunities in English-speaking environments.
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