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Critique of Rhetorical Appeals in "A Call for Unity"

“A Call for Unity” by Carpentes et al. makes use of logos and ethos 1o create a persuasive and convinging
argument. By using these persuasihve rhetoric appeals, Carpenter ¢f al, manage to presents themseboes and
ather non-Megro citizens in a favorable light by suggesting that they kave "expressed understanding”
(Carpenter et al. 1) and been “responsible citizens” (2). Megro cilizens, however, are presented as opposition
determined to undermine the “principles of law and order and commaon sense” (2) through the use of public
demonstrations. This essay will explore the variows persuasive devices used by Carpenter et al.. to determine
how impeetant they are in creating a successful and convincing argument. Carpenter et al. make use of

shiow more content

Simitarly, Carpenter ef als overall argument i5 a logos appeal that reads "A cause should be pressed inthe
couns and in negotiations amang local leaders, and natl in the streets,” (4) This statement sppeals 1o the
reader's sense of logic and reason and is effective because it is a logical appeal that cannot be refuled. As
you can 5o, from the opening of the letter, Carpenter ef al. present a successful persuasive argument
theough the use of thetorical appeals. They continue to wse & mixture of rhetorical appeals and value/policy
claims throughout the better, which uitimately allows them fo make a very successful and persuasive plece of
writing. However, | el that Carpenter el al’s most sucoesaful appeals are those that combane or contain a
mixture of both ethos and logos appeals. For example, they state “We recognize the natural impatience of
peaple who feed that their hapes are show in beang realized. But we are convinced that these demonstralions
afé ihiwide and untimely” (2). This statement shaws bolh an inderstanding and respect fof ather people’s
points of view, and although it is debatable as 10 whether they sincerely believed this or not, this stalement
contribintes considerably 1o thelr ethos appéal and also presents a believable appeal (logos). The combined
ethas and logical appeal increase their credibility as authors and allows them to insill

A call for unity is a powerful rhetorical strategy employed by leaders,
activists, and communicators across various contexts. This approach seeks to
rally individuals around a common purpose or goal, often emphasizing shared
values, experiences, and aspirations. In examining the effectiveness of this
rhetorical device, we can analyze its components, strategies, and impact on
audiences. This article delves into the elements of a call for unity,
exploring its historical significance, the rhetorical strategies used, and
the potential challenges it faces in contemporary discourse.

Understanding the Concept of Unity in Rhetoric

A call for unity is fundamentally about bringing people together. It
contrasts division and discord, promoting a sense of belonging and collective
identity. This section explores the underlying principles of unity in
rhetoric.

The Importance of Shared Values

Central to any call for unity is the recognition of shared values. When
leaders articulate common beliefs, they create a foundation for collaboration
and solidarity. Key aspects include:



1. Common Goals: Establishing a shared purpose helps individuals see the
bigger picture and understand why their participation matters.

2. Collective Identity: By emphasizing what unites people, speakers foster a
sense of belonging, making individuals feel part of something larger than
themselves.

3. Emotional Connection: Appeals to shared experiences or values can elicit
strong emotional responses, enhancing the persuasive power of the message.

Historical Context of Unity in Rhetoric

Throughout history, calls for unity have played pivotal roles in pivotal
movements and significant events. Key examples include:

- Civil Rights Movement: Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. employed calls
for unity to galvanize support for racial equality. His "I Have a Dream"
speech is a classic example, where he emphasizes shared values of justice and
freedom.

- Political Campaigns: Political figures often invoke unity to bridge
partisan divides, framing their messages around national identity and
collective aspirations.

- Social Movements: Modern movements, such as the climate action movement,
frequently use calls for unity to encourage collective action against
environmental degradation.

Rhetorical Strategies in a Call for Unity

The effectiveness of a call for unity hinges on the rhetorical strategies
employed by the speaker. This section examines key techniques that enhance
the impact of such messages.

Inclusive Language

Inclusive language is critical in fostering a sense of belonging. By using
"we," "us," and "our," speakers create a collective identity. Consider the
following:

- Pronouns: Using first-person plural pronouns fosters a sense of community.
- Shared Experiences: Referring to common challenges or triumphs can resonate
with audiences, reinforcing unity.

Appeals to Emotion

Emotional appeals are powerful tools in rhetoric. A call for unity often



leverages pathos to connect with the audience on a personal level. Techniques
include:

1. Storytelling: Sharing personal anecdotes or testimonials can humanize the
message and elicit empathy.

2. Imagery: Vivid imagery can evoke strong emotional responses, making the
message more memorable.

3. Repetition: Reiterating core themes can amplify emotional resonance and
reinforce the message.

Ethos and Credibility

A speaker's credibility significantly impacts the effectiveness of a call for
unity. Establishing ethos involves:

- Personal Experience: Sharing personal stories or struggles related to the
cause can enhance authenticity.

- Demonstrating Knowledge: Displaying a deep understanding of the issues at
hand can bolster trust among the audience.

- Moral Authority: Speakers who have been directly affected by the issues
they address often carry moral authority, making their calls for unity more
compelling.

The Impact of a Call for Unity

The ramifications of a call for unity extend beyond the immediate context.
This section explores the potential impacts on society and individuals.

Fostering Community and Collaboration

Calls for unity can strengthen community bonds and encourage collaboration.
Benefits include:

- Enhanced Cooperation: When individuals feel connected, they are more likely
to work together towards common goals.

- Increased Civic Engagement: A sense of belonging can motivate individuals
to participate in civic activities, such as voting or volunteering.

- Support Networks: Unity can lead to the formation of support networks that
provide assistance and resources for collective endeavors.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite the positive aspects of calls for unity, challenges and critiques



exist. Some key points to consider include:

1. Exclusivity: While promoting unity, some calls may inadvertently exclude
marginalized groups, leading to further division.

2. Superficiality: Calls for unity can sometimes be superficial, failing to
address underlying issues that cause division.

3. Manipulation: Leaders may invoke unity to manipulate or control audiences,
prioritizing their agendas over genuine collective action.

Case Studies of Effective Calls for Unity

Examining specific instances of effective calls for unity can provide insight
into their power and potential impact. This section highlights notable
examples.

Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream"

One of the most iconic calls for unity in American history, King's speech
during the 1963 March on Washington exemplifies many rhetorical strategies
discussed. Key elements include:

- Visionary Language: King paints a vivid picture of a future where
individuals are judged by their character rather than the color of their
skin.

- Emotional Appeals: His references to shared experiences resonate deeply
with his audience, invoking a sense of urgency and hope.

- Moral Imperative: By framing civil rights as a moral struggle, he positions
unity as essential to achieving justice.

Barack Obama's Presidential Campaigns

Barack Obama's campaigns are notable for their emphasis on unity. Key
strategies included:

1. Inclusive Messaging: Obama often used language that appealed to diverse
groups, emphasizing a shared American identity.

2. Community Engagement: His grassroots organizing efforts fostered a sense
of community and collective action among supporters.

3. Hope and Change: The themes of hope and change became rallying cries that
united various demographics under a common vision for the future.



Conclusion: The Path Forward

In conclusion, a call for unity remains a vital rhetorical strategy in
contemporary discourse. Its ability to foster community, collaboration, and
collective action is unparalleled. However, it is essential to approach such
calls with a critical lens, ensuring inclusivity and addressing the root
causes of division. By understanding the components and strategies involved
in effective calls for unity, leaders and communicators can craft messages
that resonate deeply, inspire action, and contribute to a more cohesive
society. As we navigate the complexities of modern life, the importance of
unity cannot be overstated; it is a call that transcends individual
differences, urging us towards a common purpose and shared future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of a call for unity in
rhetorical discourse?

The primary purpose is to inspire individuals or groups to come together,
fostering collaboration and solidarity around a common cause or goal.

What rhetorical devices are commonly used in calls
for unity?

Common rhetorical devices include ethos, pathos, and logos, as well as
metaphors, anecdotes, and parallelism to engage the audience emotionally and
logically.

How does the context of a call for unity impact its
effectiveness?

The context, including social, political, and cultural circumstances,
enhances effectiveness by making the message more relatable and urgent for
the audience.

What role does audience identification play in a
call for unity?

Audience identification is crucial as it helps the speaker connect with
listeners, making them feel part of a collective identity and more likely to
respond positively.

Can you provide an example of a famous call for
unity?

One famous example is Martin Luther King Jr.'s 'I Have a Dream' speech, which



called for racial harmony and unity during the Civil Rights Movement.

What challenges might arise when crafting a call for
unity?

Challenges include addressing diverse perspectives, avoiding alienation of
different groups, and ensuring the message resonates across varying
demographics.

How does emotional appeal contribute to the success
of a unity call?

Emotional appeal engages the audience's feelings, creating a sense of urgency
and personal investment in the cause, which can motivate action and
solidarity.

What is the significance of language choice in a
call for unity?

Language choice is significant as it shapes the tone and accessibility of the
message, influencing how well it resonates with the intended audience and
their values.
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