501 Hebrew Verbs

HEBREW
VERBS

o=

THIRD EDITION

Fully conjugated in all the tenses

in an easy-to-learn format
alphabetically arranged

Sl Bolozky, Ph.D.

THE BEST SELLING VERB SERIES IN THE WORLD

501 Hebrew Verbs are an essential component of learning the Hebrew language, providing learners
with a robust foundation for both spoken and written communication. Hebrew, a Semitic language,
has a unique structure, and understanding its verbs is crucial for mastering the language. This article
will explore the significance of these verbs, their conjugation patterns, and how they are utilized in
everyday conversation. We will also delve into resources available for learners and tips for mastering
Hebrew verbs.



Understanding Hebrew Verbs

Hebrew verbs are typically based on three-letter roots, which convey the core meaning of the verb.
These roots can be modified through various patterns, known as "binyanim," which alter the verb's
tense, aspect, and voice. The rich morphology of Hebrew verbs allows for a wide range of expression,
making it essential for learners to grasp the fundamentals of these verbs.

Structure of Hebrew Verbs

1. Roots: The foundation of Hebrew verbs is the three-letter root. For example, the root "1-n-7" (L-M-
D) means "to learn."

2. Binyanim: There are seven primary binyanim in Hebrew:

- Pa'al (7vu9): The simple active form.

- Nif'al (‘7u91): The passive form.

- Pi'el (7u9): The intensive active form.

- Pu'al (7u®): The passive intensive form.

- Hif'il ('77v9n): The causative form.

- Huf'al (7u9n): The passive causative form.

- Hitpa'el (7y9nn): The reflexive form.

3. Conjugation: Hebrew verbs are conjugated based on tense (past, present, future) and person (first,
second, third). This leads to a variety of forms for each verb, which can be daunting for learners.

Importance of Hebrew Verbs in Communication

Mastering Hebrew verbs is vital for effective communication. Verbs convey actions, states, and
occurrences, making them integral for constructing meaningful sentences. Understanding the
nuances of each verb can provide context and depth to conversations.

Everyday Usage of Hebrew Verbs

In everyday conversations, the use of verbs is essential. Here are some common scenarios where
verbs play a crucial role:

1. Daily Activities: Describing what one does daily, such as eating, sleeping, or studying.
2. Expressions of Emotion: Conveying feelings like happiness, sadness, or anger.

3. Future Plans: Discussing what one intends to do in the future.
4. Describing Past Events: Retelling stories or experiences.

Common Hebrew Verbs and Their Applications

Here is a list of some common Hebrew verbs, including their meanings and example sentences to



illustrate their usage:

1. n77 (Lalechet) - to go
- Example: 7900 n1a7 71710 ax. (Ani holech lebeit hasefer.) - | am going to school.

2. Tin77 (Lilmod) - to learn
- Example: nmay tni7 ax. (Ani lomed ivrit.) - | am learning Hebrew.

3. 107 (Lehakir) - to know (someone)
- Example: qnix 1Dn7 nxn ar. (Ani rotzeh lehakir otcha.) - | want to get to know you.

4. niwy7 (Le'asot) - to do/make
- Example: na niy'w nwiy ax. (Ani oseh shi'urei bait.) - | am doing homework.

5. wno7 (Lifgosh) - to meet
- Example: '7w 7an ny waox X, (Ani efgash im chaver sheli.) - | will meet my friend.

6. M7 (Lishmor) - to keep
- Example: '7w 2750 7y miw nx. (Ani shomer al hakelev sheli.) - | am taking care of my dog.

7. wignnY7 (Lehitkasher) - to contact
- Example: "nn 17x qwinx ax. (Ani etkasher eleicha machar.) - | will contact you tomorrow.

Conjugation of Hebrew Verbs

Conjugating Hebrew verbs can be challenging but is essential for fluency. The basic rules for
conjugating regular verbs in the present, past, and future tenses are as follows:

Present Tense Conjugation

In the present tense, Hebrew verbs are conjugated based on the gender and number of the subject.
Here's how the verb "nJ%77" (to go) is conjugated:

- X () - 7710 (holech) [male] / no71n (holechet) [female]
- NN (you - male) - 171n (holech)

- nX (you - female) - n271n (holechet)

- 8In (he) - 7710 (holech)

- N'n (she) - n271n (holechet)

- 1 (we) - 0710 (holchim)

- onX (you - plural male) - 02710 (holchim)

- InX (you - plural female) - ni>'71n (holchot)

- |n/on (they) - ni>71n /0710 (holchim/holchot)

Past Tense Conjugation



In the past tense, verbs are conjugated based on the gender and number of the subject. Here’s how
"N)77" is conjugated in the past:

- md7n - Ax (halachti)

- nd7n - nnx (halachta)

- nd7n - nx (halachti)

- 170 - nin (halach)

- N27n - ¥'n (halcha)

- 11270 - nmx (halachnu)

- ono7n - onX (halachtem)
- |n27n - nX (halachten)

- D70 - |n/on (halchu)

Future Tense Conjugation

In the future tense, verbs are also conjugated according to gender and number. Here's how "nJ77" is
conjugated in the future:

- 17X - X (elech)
-17n - nnX (telech)
- D7N - X (telchi)
-7 - NI (yelech)

- 37N - X'n (telech)

- 771 - nnax (nelech)
- 1D7n - onx (telchu)
- 1D'7N - NN (telchu)
- D7 - |n/on (yelchu)

Resources for Learning Hebrew Verbs

For learners looking to improve their understanding and usage of Hebrew verbs, several resources
can be beneficial:

1. Textbooks: Books specifically designed for learning Hebrew often include comprehensive verb
conjugation tables and exercises.

2. Online Courses: Websites and platforms such as Duolingo, Rosetta Stone, and HebrewPod101 offer
structured courses that include verb usage.

3. Flashcards: Creating flashcards with the verb on one side and its conjugation and meaning on the
other can be a helpful memorization tool.

4. Language Exchange: Engaging with native Hebrew speakers through language exchange platforms
can provide practical experience and reinforce learning.

5. Mobile Apps: Apps like Memrise and Drops provide interactive ways to learn and practice Hebrew
verbs.



Tips for Mastering Hebrew Verbs

1. Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is key. Dedicate time each day to learn and use new verbs.
2. Use in Context: Try to form sentences using new verbs in context to better understand their
meanings and applications.

3. Group Study: Joining a study group can provide motivation and a chance to practice speaking.

4. Seek Feedback: Ask native speakers for feedback on your usage of verbs to gain insights and
corrections.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering 501 Hebrew verbs is vital for anyone looking to communicate effectively in
Hebrew. Understanding the structure, conjugation, and everyday applications of these verbs will
provide learners with the tools they need to express themselves in a variety of contexts. With
dedication, practice, and the use of available resources, anyone can become proficient in Hebrew
verbs, paving the way for greater fluency in the language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of learning the 501 Hebrew verbs?

Learning the 501 Hebrew verbs provides a solid foundation for understanding and using the Hebrew
language effectively, as these verbs cover a wide range of everyday situations and actions.

How can | effectively memorize the 501 Hebrew verbs?

Effective memorization can be achieved through spaced repetition, using flashcards, engaging in
conversation practice, and incorporating the verbs into sentences to contextualize their meanings.

Are there resources available to practice the 501 Hebrew
verhs?

Yes, there are numerous resources such as language learning apps, online courses, and textbooks
specifically designed to help learners practice and master the 501 Hebrew verbs.

What are some common challenges faced when learning
Hebrew verbs?

Common challenges include mastering the different verb conjugations, understanding the use of
prefixes and suffixes, and distinguishing between similar-sounding verbs.

Can knowing the 501 Hebrew verbs help in reading Hebrew



literature?

Absolutely! Knowing these verbs enhances reading comprehension and allows learners to engage
more deeply with Hebrew literature, as verbs are crucial for understanding actions and narratives.
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