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4th step AA worksheet is an essential tool in the recovery journey for individuals dealing with
addiction, particularly those following the Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) program. The fourth step is a
critical part of the Twelve Steps of AA, which encourages members to conduct a thorough and fearless
moral inventory of themselves. This process is not just about identifying wrongdoings but also about
understanding one's behaviors, patterns, and the impact of those actions on oneself and others. The
4th step AA worksheet is designed to guide individuals through this introspective process, promoting
self-discovery, accountability, and ultimately, healing.

Understanding the Fourth Step of AA
The Purpose of the Fourth Step

The fourth step is often considered one of the most challenging steps in the AA program. Its primary
aim is to help individuals confront their past and recognize the patterns of behavior that have
contributed to their addiction. By doing this, individuals can work toward making amends and
changing these behaviors moving forward.

Key Components of the Fourth Step
The fourth step generally involves three key components:

1. Fearless Inventory: Participants are encouraged to take a deep, honest look at their lives, including
their thoughts, feelings, behaviors, and motivations.

2. Listing of Wrongs: This involves writing down a list of resentments, fears, and harms done to
others.

3. Reflection: The final component encourages reflection on how these behaviors have affected one's
life and relationships.



The Structure of the 4th Step AA Worksheet
Overview of the Worksheet

The 4th step AA worksheet is structured to facilitate a thoughtful and organized approach to
completing this important step. Although formats can vary, a typical worksheet will include the
following sections:

1. Personal Information: Basic details about the individual to personalize the experience.

2. Resentments: A section dedicated to listing people, institutions, or principles that have caused
feelings of anger, resentment, or frustration.

3. Fears: A place to record fears that may be holding the individual back from living a fulfilling life.

4. Harms Done: A section for identifying ways in which the individual has harmed others, intentionally
or unintentionally.

5. Lessons Learned: A reflective section to consider what these experiences have taught the
individual.

Detailed Breakdown of Each Section

Personal Information

This section may include:

- Name

- Date of completing the worksheet

- Current sobriety date

- Support network (friends, sponsors, etc.)

Resentments

In this part, individuals are encouraged to list:

- Who: The person or entity that caused the resentment.

- What: The specific action or behavior that led to the resentment.

- When: The time frame of the incident.

- How it Affected Me: A space for the individual to describe feelings and consequences stemming from
the resentment.

Fears

This section allows the individual to explore:

- What | Fear: A list of fears (e.qg., fear of failure, fear of abandonment).

- Why | Fear It: Understanding the root causes of these fears.

- How It Affects My Life: A reflection on how these fears manifest in daily life and decision-making.
Harms Done

Here, individuals can reflect on:

- Who | Harmed: Listing the people impacted by their actions.



- What | Did: A description of the specific actions taken that caused harm.

- How | Justified It: Understanding the rationale behind their actions.

- Making Amends: A consideration of how they can make amends moving forward.

Lessons Learned

This section encourages reflection, prompting individuals to think about:

- What | Learned About Myself: Insights gained from reviewing resentments, fears, and harms.

- How | Can Change: Steps to take to avoid repeating past mistakes.

- My Commitment to Change: A declaration of intent to pursue a healthier, more honest life.

The Importance of Completing the 4th Step

Emotional Catharsis

Completing the fourth step can be incredibly cathartic. By laying bare their past, individuals can begin
to process and release emotions that may have been bottled up for years. This process can lead to a
sense of relief and freedom from the burdens of guilt and shame.

Building Self-Awareness

The fourth step encourages a deeper understanding of oneself. As individuals examine their behaviors
and the motivations behind them, they can develop greater self-awareness, which is crucial for
personal growth and recovery.

Facilitating Healing and Forgiveness

By identifying resentments and harms done, individuals can begin the process of healing and
forgiveness—both for themselves and others. This is a vital aspect of recovery, as holding onto anger
and resentment can hinder progress.

Tips for Completing the 4th Step AA Worksheet

Set Aside Time

Completing the fourth step requires time and concentration. Choose a quiet space where you can
reflect without distractions.

Be Honest and Open

Approach the worksheet with honesty. This is a personal inventory, and the more truthful you are, the
more beneficial the process will be.

Seek Support

Consider discussing your feelings and discoveries with a sponsor or a trusted friend. They can provide
guidance and encouragement as you navigate this challenging step.

Take Breaks



If you find yourself becoming overwhelmed, take a break. This process can bring up intense emotions,
and it's important to take care of your mental health.

Review Regularly

After completing the worksheet, revisit it periodically. This can help reinforce the lessons learned and
remind you of your commitment to change.

Conclusion

The 4th step AA worksheet is a foundational tool in the recovery process for individuals struggling
with addiction. By facilitating a fearless moral inventory, it helps individuals confront their past,
understand their behaviors, and commit to making positive changes. This step not only fosters self-
awareness and accountability but also lays the groundwork for healing and forgiveness. By engaging
deeply with the fourth step, individuals can embark on a path to recovery that is marked by honesty,
growth, and ultimately, a renewed sense of purpose. Embracing this process is a courageous act that
can lead to lasting change and a more fulfilling life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 4th step AA worksheet?

The purpose of the 4th step AA worksheet is to help individuals conduct a thorough and honest self-
inventory, identifying their character defects, resentments, fears, and relationships to facilitate
personal growth and recovery.

How do you fill out a 4th step AA worksheet?

To fill out a 4th step AA worksheet, you typically list your resentments, fears, and relationship issues,
then reflect on how these have affected your life and your sobriety. It often involves deep
introspection and honesty.

What are common categories used in a 4th step AA
worksheet?

Common categories include resentments (with columns for who, what, and why), fears, and a review
of personal relationships, all aimed at uncovering patterns that hinder recovery.

Can the 4th step AA worksheet be used outside of AA
meetings?

Yes, the 4th step AA worksheet can be used outside of AA meetings as a personal tool for reflection
and self-assessment, making it valuable in everyday life for anyone seeking personal growth.

What should someone do after completing the 4th step AA
worksheet?

After completing the 4th step AA worksheet, individuals are encouraged to discuss their findings with



a sponsor or trusted member of the program, and then proceed to the 5th step, which involves
sharing these insights.

How can the 4th step AA worksheet help with addiction
recovery?

The 4th step AA worksheet helps with addiction recovery by promoting self-awareness and
accountability, enabling individuals to confront their past behaviors and emotional patterns that
contribute to addiction.

Are there different versions of the 4th step AA worksheet?

Yes, there are different versions of the 4th step AA worksheet, including various formats and
adaptations created by individual groups or sponsors, but all generally serve the same purpose of
guiding self-inventory.
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Unlock your recovery journey with our comprehensive 4th Step AA worksheet. Discover how this
essential tool can aid your self-discovery and healing process. Learn more!
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