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2009 AP World History DBQ is a significant component of the Advanced Placement World History
exam, designed to assess students' historical analysis skills through a collection of primary source
documents. In the 2009 DBQ, students were tasked with exploring the complexity of the Atlantic slave
trade and its impacts on both Africa and the Americas. This article will delve into the themes,
historical context, and strategies for approaching the 2009 DBQ, offering a comprehensive guide for
students preparing for their AP World History exam.

Understanding the 2009 DBQ Prompt

The 2009 AP World History DBQ prompt specifically asked students to evaluate the extent to which
the Atlantic slave trade affected African societies in the period from 1500 to 1800. This prompt
required students to analyze various documents and synthesize the information to construct a
coherent argument that addressed the complexities of the slave trade’s impact on African societies.

Historical Context

To fully grasp the implications of the Atlantic slave trade and its effects on African societies, it is
essential to understand the historical context of the era:

1. Economic Motivations:

- The rise of plantation economies in the Americas created an insatiable demand for labor, leading to
the establishment of the transatlantic slave trade.

- European powers, particularly Portugal, Spain, France, and England, sought to maximize profits from



sugar, tobacco, and cotton plantations, relying heavily on enslaved labor.

2. Social Structures in Africa:

- African societies were diverse, consisting of numerous ethnic groups, languages, and cultures.

- Some societies engaged in warfare or raiding to capture individuals for slavery, while others formed
alliances with European traders.

3. Cultural Exchanges:
- The slave trade led to significant cultural exchanges between Africa and the Americas, influencing
music, religion, and social structures in both regions.

Analyzing the Documents

The 2009 DBQ included several primary source documents that students were required to analyze.
Each document offered a unique perspective on the Atlantic slave trade and its effects. Here are
some strategies for approaching these documents:

Document Analysis Techniques

1. Contextualization:
- Understand the historical background of each document. Who created it, and what was the purpose?
- Consider the time period and geographical context to grasp the significance of the document.

2. Point of View:

- Analyze the author's perspective and potential biases. For instance, documents from European
traders may emphasize profits, while African sources might focus on the human cost of the trade.
3. Corroboration:

- Compare and contrast the information provided in different documents.

- Identify similarities and differences in how various societies viewed the slave trade's impact.

4. Sourcing:

- Investigate the credibility of each document. Are there any limitations in the sources that could
affect the interpretation of the data?

Structuring Your Argument

When writing the DBQ essay, students should construct a clear and cohesive argument that
addresses the prompt. Here’s how to structure the essay effectively:

Thesis Statement

- Develop a strong thesis statement that directly answers the prompt.



- Example: "The Atlantic slave trade had profound effects on African societies between 1500 and
1800, resulting in demographic shifts, economic changes, and social disruptions."

Body Paragraphs

1. Topic Sentences:

- Start each body paragraph with a clear topic sentence that supports the thesis.

- Example: "One significant impact of the Atlantic slave trade was the demographic shift in African
societies."

2. Use of Evidence:
- Incorporate evidence from the provided documents as well as from your knowledge of world history.
- Be sure to analyze how the evidence connects to the argument being made.

3. Analysis and Explanation:
- Go beyond summarizing the documents; explain how they support your argument.
- Discuss the broader implications of the evidence presented.

4. Counterarguments:

- Address potential counterarguments to demonstrate a nuanced understanding of the topic.

- Acknowledge that while some regions benefited economically from the slave trade, the overall
impact on African societies was largely detrimental.

Conclusion

- Summarize the main points made in the essay and restate the thesis in a fresh way.
- Discuss any lasting impacts of the Atlantic slave trade on contemporary African societies or the
diaspora.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

When preparing for the DBQ, students should be aware of several common pitfalls:

1. Failure to Address the Prompt:
- Ensure that the essay consistently relates back to the prompt. Avoid going off on tangents that do
not support the central argument.

2. Weak Thesis:
- A vague or overly broad thesis will detract from the overall argument. Aim for specificity and clarity.

3. Inadequate Document Use:
- Failing to incorporate and analyze the documents can lead to a lower score. Make sure to reference

all necessary documents.

4. Lack of Synthesis:



- A high-scoring DBQ will often include connections to other historical events or trends. Consider how
the Atlantic slave trade relates to other global processes such as globalization or colonialism.

Conclusion: Mastering the DBQ

The 2009 AP World History DBQ serves as an excellent example of the complexities involved in
analyzing historical events and their impact on societies. By understanding the historical context,
carefully analyzing documents, and constructing a well-organized argument, students can effectively
tackle the DBQ and enhance their historical thinking skills. With practice and attention to detail,
mastering the DBQ format will not only prepare students for the AP exam but also foster a deeper
understanding of world history and its interconnectedness. Students should embrace the challenge of
the DBQ as an opportunity to engage critically with the past and develop skills that will serve them in
future academic endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main focus of the 2009 AP World History DBQ?

The main focus of the 2009 AP World History DBQ was on the impact of industrialization on social
classes in the 19th century, specifically examining various perspectives and experiences related to
industrial changes.

What types of documents were included in the 2009 AP World
History DBQ?

The 2009 AP World History DBQ included a mix of primary and secondary sources such as letters,
speeches, articles, and statistical data that illustrated the effects of industrialization on different social
classes.

How did the 2009 DBQ assess students' analytical skills?

The 2009 DBQ assessed students' analytical skills by requiring them to evaluate and synthesize
information from the provided documents, as well as to formulate a coherent thesis that addressed
the prompt.

What is a common mistake students made on the 2009 AP

World History DBQ?

A common mistake students made on the 2009 AP World History DBQ was failing to adequately
contextualize the documents or to explicitly relate their arguments back to the prompt, leading to
weaker overall essays.

How important is document analysis in the 2009 AP World



History DBQ?

Document analysis is crucial in the 2009 AP World History DBQ as it allows students to demonstrate
their ability to understand and interpret historical evidence, which is essential for supporting their
arguments.

What strategies can students use to prepare for the 2009 AP

World History DBQ?

Students can prepare for the 2009 AP World History DBQ by practicing with past DBQs, honing their
thesis development skills, and improving their ability to analyze and connect various types of
historical documents.
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