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1917 movie questions answer key is an essential resource for anyone looking to deepen their
understanding of the critically acclaimed film directed by Sam Mendes. Released in 2019, "1917" is a
war drama that takes viewers on a gripping journey through the horrors of World War I. The film is
notable for its unique storytelling technique, presented as a continuous shot, which has captivated
audiences and critics alike. This article aims to answer common questions about the film, providing
insights into its themes, production, and characters.

Overview of "1917"

"1917" is set during World War | and follows two British soldiers, Lance Corporal Blake and Lance
Corporal Schofield, who are tasked with delivering a message to save a battalion from walking into a
deadly trap. The film is inspired by stories told to Mendes by his grandfather, who served in the war.
The narrative unfolds in real-time, creating an immersive experience that places viewers in the midst
of the action.

Key Themes

Understanding the key themes of "1917" can enhance your appreciation of the film. Here are some of
the prominent themes highlighted throughout the narrative:

* Friendship and Sacrifice: The bond between Blake and Schofield is central to the story. Their
friendship drives them to risk their lives for the sake of others.

e The Brutality of War: The film does not shy away from depicting the harsh realities of war,
showcasing both physical and psychological trauma.



e Time and Urgency: The race against time to deliver the message emphasizes the urgency of
their mission and the overarching theme of fate.

* Courage and Cowardice: The film explores what it means to be courageous in the face of
fear, presenting characters who embody both heroism and vulnerability.

Production Insights

The making of "1917" involved innovative filming techniques and a dedicated crew. Here are some
highlights:

Filming Techniques

"1917" is renowned for its cinematography, achieved through the use of long takes that give the
illusion of a single continuous shot. This technique immerses viewers in the experience, allowing them
to feel as though they are right alongside the characters.

* Roger Deakins: The film's cinematographer, Roger Deakins, is known for his mastery of visual
storytelling. His work on "1917" earned him the Academy Award for Best Cinematography.
* Seamless Transitions: To create the illusion of a single shot, Deakins and Mendes used clever

transitions, such as dark spaces and camera movements that would allow for cuts without
breaking the flow.

Sound Design and Score

The sound design in "1917" plays a crucial role in building tension and enhancing the film's emotional
depth.

 Thomas Newman: The film’s score, composed by Thomas Newman, adds to the atmosphere,
heightening the stakes and emotions as the story unfolds.

e Realism: The sound design incorporates authentic sounds of war, such as gunfire, explosions,
and ambient noise, which pull the audience further into the world of the film.



Character Analysis

The characters in "1917" are pivotal to the film's emotional impact. Below are the main characters
and their significance:

1. Lance Corporal Blake: Portrayed by Dean-Charles Chapman, Blake is driven by a personal
motivation to save his brother, who is stationed with the battalion in danger. His character
embodies hope and determination.

2. Lance Corporal Schofield: Played by George MacKay, Schofield is more skeptical and
pragmatic. His character arc reflects the emotional toll of war, showcasing his transformation
from a reluctant soldier to a committed hero.

3. General Erinmore: The officer who assigns Blake and Schofield their mission, played by Colin
Firth, represents authority and the burden of leadership in wartime.

4. Lieutenant Joseph Blake: Marking the emotional stakes for Blake, his brother’s fate drives
the narrative, adding urgency to their mission.

Frequently Asked Questions

Here are some commonly asked questions and their answers regarding "1917":

1. What inspired Sam Mendes to create “1917"?

Mendes was inspired by his grandfather's experiences during World War I. He wanted to tell a
personal story that reflected the real horrors and sacrifices of war.

2. How does the film's cinematography enhance the story?

The continuous shot technique creates an immersive experience, allowing audiences to experience
the tension and urgency of the characters’ mission in real-time.

3. Are the characters based on real people?

While the characters are fictional, they are inspired by real soldiers and their experiences during the
war, highlighting the universal themes of bravery and sacrifice.

4. What accolades did "1917" receive?

"1917" received numerous accolades, including three Academy Awards for Best Cinematography,
Best Visual Effects, and Best Sound Mixing, among others.



5. How does "1917" compare to other war films?

"1917" distinguishes itself through its unique storytelling approach, focusing on a specific mission in a
continuous shot format, which contrasts with traditional war films that often depict broader battles.

Conclusion

The 1917 movie questions answer key serves as a valuable tool for anyone looking to delve
deeper into the film's narrative, themes, and production. By understanding the motivations behind
the characters, the innovative techniques used in filmmaking, and the overarching messages of the
story, viewers can gain a richer appreciation for Mendes’ masterful work. As a poignant reflection on
the human experience during one of history's most tumultuous periods, "1917" remains a significant
contribution to the war film genre and a powerful reminder of the sacrifices made by those who
served.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the movie '1917'?

The movie '1917' follows two British soldiers, Schofield and Blake, tasked with delivering a message
to save a battalion from walking into a trap during World War I.

Who directed '1917'?
'1917"' was directed by Sam Mendes.

What unique filming technique is used in '1917'?

The film is known for its continuous shot technique, giving the illusion that the entire movie is filmed
in one take.

Which historical event does '1917' depict?
'1917" is set during World War I, specifically during the year 1917.

Who are the main characters in '1917'?

The main characters are Lance Corporals Schofield and Blake, portrayed by George MacKay and
Dean-Charles Chapman respectively.

What is the significance of the message the soldiers must
deliver in '1917'?

The message is crucial to prevent an attack that could lead to the deaths of 1,600 soldiers, including
Blake's brother.



How does the cinematography contribute to the film's
storytelling in '1917'?

The cinematography, achieved by Roger Deakins, enhances the immersive experience, making
viewers feel as if they are on the journey with the characters.

What awards did '1917' win at the Academy Awards?

'1917' won three Academy Awards, including Best Cinematography, Best Visual Effects, and Best
Sound Mixing.

What themes are explored in '1917"?

Themes of bravery, sacrifice, the horrors of war, and the passage of time are explored throughout the
film.

Is '1917' based on a true story?

While '1917' is not directly based on a specific true story, it was inspired by stories told to Sam
Mendes by his grandfather, who served in World War I.
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