1 Samuel Chapter 2 Questions And Answers

OUTLINE

- HANNAH'S PRAYER OF PRAISE (2:1-11)

+ The first 10 verses of 1 Samuel 2 contain the words of a prayer Hannah offered to

+ God afrer she brought Samuel to the Tabemnacle in Shiloh.

+ She prayed, “"There is none holy ke the LORD: for there is none besides you, there
15 no rock like our God”

+ *The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is forlorm.”

+ "The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts”

+ "For the pillars of the earth are the LORDs, and on them he has set the workd”

+ "The adverzaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; against them he will
thunder in heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give
strength to his king and exalt the hom of his anointed”

+ After Hannah's prayer of praise, she went back to Ramah and left Samuel in Shiloh
with ER,

- THE SINS OF HOPHNI AND PHINEHAS (2:12-17):

+ The Bille describes EIi's sons as "worthless men” [2:12)

+ They served in the Lord's Tabernacle but they “did not know the Lond "

+ Hophni and Phinehas stole porions of the sacrifices that didn't belong to them.

+ Az dezeribed in Levitieus 7, certain portions of the amimal sacrifices brought to the
Tabernacke were given to the priests, but ER's sons tock parts of the animals
that were supposed to be offered to God.

+ All the fat was to be offered to God, but Ei's sans took it for themselves.

+ When pious Israsfites protested, Hophni and Phinehas threatened them.

+ *Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the Lord, for the men
treated the offering of the Lord with contempt” (2:171

- THE EARLY YEARS OF SAMUEL (2:18-21)

+ Sarmuel grew up with ER and ministered in the things of the Lord.

+ His mather and father visited him every year and brought him a new robe.

+ God bleszed Hannah with 3 more children, 3 sons and 2 daughters.

- THE FATE OF ELI'S HOUSEHOLD (2:22-36)

+ Eli rebuked his sons for disrespecting the Lord's sacrifices and for having sexual
relations with the women who served at the Tabernacle, but they didn't listen.

+ The text says it was the “will of the Lord to put them to death”

+ God sent a prophet to El to proncunce judgement on his famaly,

+ God had specifically chasen Eli's family to care for the refigious matters, but they
hiaed failed at the job.

+ The Lord promised to “cut off” Elf's descendants and to lall has sons.

+ Az a sign of the truth of Ged's words, the prophet foretold Hophni and Phinehas
would die on the same day.

+ In their place, God would rasse up farthful pnests who would respect Him.

APPLICATION

- There is a big ditference between knowing the Lord and participating in religious activities,

- Eli"s sons worked full time at the Tabemacle, but they were very far from having a good
relatienship with God.

- Completing “religious actions” without a heart in love with God is worthless.

- True godliness begins in the heart,

1 Samuel Chapter 2 Questions and Answers is a crucial part of understanding the narratives and
themes present in the Bible. This chapter follows the birth of Samuel and highlights several
significant events, including Hannah'’s prayer, the corrupt practices of Eli’s sons, and God’s
judgment on Eli’s house. By exploring these questions and answers, readers can gain deeper insights
into the theological implications and moral lessons within this chapter. This article will provide an
overview of key questions and answers related to 1 Samuel Chapter 2, facilitating a better
understanding of its content and significance.

Overview of 1 Samuel Chapter 2

1 Samuel Chapter 2 is divided into several key sections that include Hannah's song of praise, the
conduct of Eli's sons, and the prophecy of judgment against Eli’s family.



Hannah's Prayer and Praise

The chapter opens with Hannah'’s prayer, a beautiful song expressing her gratitude to God for the
birth of her son, Samuel. In this prayer, she acknowledges God’s sovereignty and power.

Corruption of Eli's Sons

The narrative quickly shifts to the actions of Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who are depicted as
corrupt priests. Their misdeeds lead to a profound consequence for the priestly line.

God’s Prophecy Against Eli’'s Family

Eli, the high priest, is warned by a man of God about the judgment that will come upon his
household due to the sins of his sons. This sets the stage for the unfolding drama in the later
chapters of 1 Samuel.

Key Questions and Answers

What is the significance of Hannah's prayer in 1 Samuel
Chapter 2?

Hannah's prayer serves several important purposes:
¢ Expression of Gratitude: It illustrates her deep gratitude towards God for answering her
prayers and giving her a son.

e Theological Reflection: The prayer reflects significant theological themes such as God’s
sovereignty, justice, and the reversal of human circumstances.

¢ Foreshadowing: It foreshadows the role Samuel will play in Israel’s history as a prophet and
leader.

What do the actions of Eli's sons reveal about their character?

The actions of Hophni and Phinehas reveal several character flaws:



e Disrespect for Sacred Duties: They show blatant disrespect for their priestly roles, taking
the best portions of sacrifices for themselves.

e Immorality: Their immoral behavior, particularly in their interactions with women at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, illustrates a complete lack of reverence for God.

¢ Neglect of Responsibility: They fail to fulfill their responsibilities as spiritual leaders,
leading the people of Israel astray.

What is the meaning of the phrase "The Lord will judge the
ends of the earth" in Hannah's Prayer?

This phrase emphasizes God’s ultimate authority and judgment over all creation. It signifies:

¢ God’s Sovereignty: The recognition that God is not only the judge of Israel but of all nations.

e Hope for the Oppressed: It provides assurance to the oppressed that God will intervene in
justice.

e Future Prophetic Fulfillment: It hints at the coming of a future king who will rule with
justice and righteousness.

Why did God send a prophet to Eli?

God sent a prophet to Eli to deliver a crucial message for several reasons:

e Warning: To warn Eli about the consequences of his sons' actions and his failure to restrain
them.

¢ Judgment: To announce God’s impending judgment on Eli's household due to their sins.

 Call to Repentance: To provide Eli an opportunity for repentance and to turn back to God.

What lessons can modern readers learn from 1 Samuel
Chapter 2?

1 Samuel Chapter 2 imparts several timeless lessons:



e The Power of Prayer: Hannah's heartfelt prayer emphasizes the importance of approaching
God with sincerity and faith.

¢ Responsibility of Leadership: The chapter highlights the serious consequences of failing to
uphold moral and ethical standards in leadership.

¢ God’s Justice: It reassures readers that God sees wrongdoing and will ultimately bring about
justice.

e God’s Sovereignty: The chapter affirms that God is in control and has a plan for His people,
despite human failures.

Conclusion

1 Samuel Chapter 2 questions and answers delve into the rich narrative and theological themes
found in this pivotal chapter of the Bible. From Hannah’s song of praise to the grave sins of Eli's
sons and the prophecy of judgment, this chapter provides a wealth of spiritual insights. By engaging
with these questions and answers, readers can better appreciate the complexities of the text and its
relevance to contemporary faith and practice. Understanding these themes not only enhances
biblical literacy but also encourages personal reflection on faith, responsibility, and justice in our
own lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 1 Samuel Chapter 2?

The main theme of 1 Samuel Chapter 2 is the contrast between the faithfulness of Hannah, who
dedicates her son Samuel to God, and the corruption of Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who abuse
their priestly positions.

What does Hannah's prayer in 1 Samuel 2 signify?

Hannah's prayer signifies her deep gratitude to God for granting her a son and highlights themes of
divine sovereignty, humility, and the reversal of fortunes, where the humble are lifted up and the
proud are brought low.

Who are Eli's sons and what roles do they play in 1 Samuel
Chapter 2?

Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are priests who serve at Shiloh but are described as corrupt and
wicked, taking advantage of their positions and showing contempt for the sacrifices made by the
people.



What warning does God give regarding Eli's household in this
chapter?

God warns Eli that because he failed to restrain his sons' wickedness, judgment would come upon
his household, leading to the death of his sons and a loss of the priesthood for his family.

How does 1 Samuel Chapter 2 portray the character of
Samuel?

1 Samuel Chapter 2 presents Samuel as a dedicated servant of the Lord, growing in stature and
favor with both God and people, contrasting sharply with the corrupt behavior of Eli's sons.

What significance does the mention of the 'lamp of God' have
in 1 Samuel 2?

The 'lamp of God' symbolizes God's presence and guidance, and its mention serves as a
foreshadowing of the spiritual darkness that will come upon Eli's household due to their corruption
and sinful actions.

What lessons can be drawn from the events of 1 Samuel
Chapter 2?

Lessons from 1 Samuel Chapter 2 include the importance of faithfulness to God, the consequences of
corruption and sin, and the belief that God honors those who honor Him while bringing low those
who despise Him.
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Explore insightful questions and answers from 1 Samuel Chapter 2. Deepen your understanding of
this pivotal scripture. Learn more to enhance your biblical knowledge!
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