10 Most Common French Verbs

LEARN FRENCH VERBS

100 COMMON & USEFUL

VERBS IN FRENCH

acheter - to buy finir - to finish
agir- to act frapper - to hit
aimear - o like/to lova garder = to keep
ajouter - to add jeter - to throw
aller = to go jouer - to play

0 Spot lire = to read
manger - to eat
mettre = to put/to place
obtenir - to get
ocCuper — o occupy
offrir = to offer
oublier - to farget
parler - to speak
passer - o pass
payer- to pay
penser - to think
peser - to weigh
pleurar - to cry
posar = to put
pousser - to push

to change
ar - to sing

-~ to look for

dre - to understand

o Count

2 = 0D Continue
r=torun

¢ - to shout pouveir - to be able to
c - to believe prendre - to take
défaire - to undo présenter — to present
demander - to ask quitter - to leave
descandre - to come down rappeler - to call back

ir = to become
- to say/to tell
nner - to give

to sleep

r = to listen to

recavoir — to receive
reconnaitre = o recognize
redire = to say again
refaire — to redo

regarder = to look

dire

dre - to hear remettre - to put back
envoyer -to send
essayer — o Iy
étre - to be
etudier — to study
exizter — to axist

te do
du shopping - to go shopping (for leisure)
ire les courses - to go shopping (for

rencontrar = to meet
rendre = to return
répéter - o repeat
réepoendre - to answer
rester - to stay
retourner = to return
retrouver - to find
revenir - to comea back
rire = to laugh

saigner = to bleed
saisir - to cease
sauver = to save
savoir — to know

sa& sentir - to feel something
Secourir - to rescue
sambler - to seam
sentir - to feel/to smell
servir = to serve
suivre - to follow

tirer = to pull, to shoot
tourner - to turn
travailler = to work
trouver = to find

tuer - to kill

vendra- to sall

venir = 0o come

vivre — to live

voir = to see

voler - to steal/ to fly
wamir = to vomit
wouloir = to want

ﬁ VISIT YOUFRENCH.COM

FRENCH VERBS ARE THE BACKBONE OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE, FORMING THE FOUNDATION OF COMMUNICATION AND EXPRESSION.
MASTERING THESE VERBS IS ESSENTIAL FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY IN FRENCH. THIS ARTICLE WILL
DELVE INTO THE TEN MOST COMMON FRENCH VERBS, EXPLORING THEIR MEANINGS, CONJUGATIONS, AND USAGE IN SENTENCES. By
UNDERSTANDING THESE VERBS, LEARNERS CAN GREATLY ENHANCE THEIR FRENCH LANGUAGE SKILLS AND IMPROVE THEIR
CONVERSATIONAL ABILITIES.



1.7 Tre (TO BE)

MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERB [P] TRE IS ONE OF THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL FRENCH VERBS. IT IS USED TO DESCRIBE IDENTITY, STATE, AND EXISTENCE. IT
FUNCTIONS SIMILARLY TO THE ENGLISH VERB “TO BE.”

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF TRE IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS AS FOLLOWS:!

- Je suis (I am)

- Tu es (YOU ARE - SINGULAR, INFORMAL )

- IL/ELLe/ON EST (He/SHe/ONE 1S)

- Nous somMes (\WE ARE)

-Vous ] Tes (You ARE - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES soNT (THEY ARE)

EXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- Jesuis ] TUDIANT. (| AM A STUDENT.)
- ILs SONT HEUREUX. (THEY ARE HAPPY.)

2. Avolr (To HAVE)

MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERB AVOIR IS ANOTHER CRUCIAL VERB, SERVING AS BOTH A MAIN VERB AND AN AUXILIARY VERB IN COMPLEX TENSES. ITIs
OFTEN USED TO INDICATE POSSESSION.

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF AVOIR IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:

- J'al (I HAVE)

- Tu As (YOU HAVE - SINGULAR, INFORMAL)
- IL/ELLE/ON A (He/SHe/ONE HAS)

- Nous avons (\WE HAVE)

- Vous AVEz (YOU HAVE - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES oNT (THEY HAVE)

EXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- J’Al UN LIVRE. (| HAVE A BOOK.)
- Nous AvONs UN cHIEN. (\WE HAVE A DOG.)



3. ALLEr (To GO)

MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERB ALLER TRANSLATES TO “TO GO” AND IS USED TO EXPRESS MOVEMENT OR INTENTION. |T IS ALSO FREQUENTLY USED
TO FORM THE NEAR FUTURE TENSE.

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF ALLER IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:
- Je vais (1 co)

- Tu vAs (You GO - SINGULAR, INFORMAL)

- IL/ELLE/ON vA (He/SHe/ONE Goes)

- Nous aLLons (WE co)

- Vous ALLEZ (YOU GO - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLes vonT (THEY Go)

EXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- Je vals AU cINP] MA. (I AM GOING TO THE CINEMA.)
- Nous ALLONS MANGER. (\W/E ARE GOING TO EAT.)

4. Fare (To bo/MAKE)

MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERB FAIRE MEANS “TO DO” OR “TO MAKE.” IT IS USED IN A VARIETY OF CONTEXTS AND EXPRESSIONS IN FRENCH.

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF FAIRE IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:

- Je Fais (I bo/MAKE)

- Tu FAIs (YOU DO/MAKE - SINGULAR, INFORMAL)
- IL/ELLE/ON FAIT (He/SHE/ ONE DOES/MAKES)

- Nous Faisons (\WE bo/MAKE)

- Vous FAITES (You DO/MAKE - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES FONT (THEY DO/MAKE)

ExXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- JE FAIS MES DEVOIRS. (| AM DOING MY HOMEWORK.)
- ILs FONT UNE G| TEAU. (THEY ARE MAKING A CAKE.)



5. DIre (To sAY/TELL)

MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERE DIRE MEANS “TO SAY” OR “To TELL.” IT IS COMMONLY USED IN CONVERSATION TO REPORT SPEECH OR EXPRESS
OPINIONS.

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF DIRE IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:
- Jeois (I say/TeLL)

- TuDIs (YOoU SAY/TELL - SINGULAR, INFORMAL )
- IL/ELLe/ON oIT (He/SHe/ONE SAYS/TELLS)

- Nous pisons (\W/E say/TeELL)

- Vous piTes (You SAY/TELL - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES DISENT (THEY SAY/TELL)

EXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- Jeoista VR RITR . (I TELL THE TRUTH.)
- ELLE DIT QUE C'EST IMPORTANT. (SHE SAYS IT IS IMPORTANT.)

6. Pouvolr (To BE ABLE TO/CAN)

MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERB POUVOIR TRANSLATES TO “"TO BE ABLE TO" OR “CAN.” |T IS USED TO EXPRESS ABILITY OR PERMISSION.

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF POUVOIR IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:

- Je pEUX (I cAN)

- Tu Peux (YOU CAN - SINGULAR, INFORMAL)

- IL/ELLe/ON PeUT (He/SHe/ONE cAN)

- Nous pouvons (WE cAN)

- Vous pouvez (You CAN - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES PEUVENT (THEY CAN)

ExXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- JE PEUX VENIR. (| CAN COME.)
- |Ls PEUVENT JOUER. (THEY CAN PLAY.)



7. VouLoRr (To WANT)

MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERE VOULOIR MEANS “TO WANT.” |T EXPRESSES DESIRES AND WISHES.

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF VOULOIR IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:
- Je veux (| wANT)

- Tu veux (YOU WANT - SINGULAR, INFORMAL )

- IL/ELLE/ON veuT (He/SHe/ONE WANTS)

- Nous vouLons (\WE WANT)

- Vous vouLEz (YOoU WANT - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES VEULENT (THEY WANT)

ExXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- Je VEUX UN CAFR] . (I WANT A COFFEE.)
- NoUs VOULONS VOIR UN FILM. (\WE WANT TO SEE A MOVIE.)

8. SAVoR (To kNow)

MEeANING AND USAGE

THE VERB SAVOIR MEANS "TO kNOW.” |T IS USED TO INDICATE KNOWLEDGE OF FACTS, INFORMATION, OR SKILLS.

CONJUGATION

THE CONJUGATION OF SAVOIR IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:

- Je sais (I know)

- Tu sAls (YOU KkNOW - SINGULAR, INFORMAL )
- IL/ELLE/ON sAIT (He/SHE/ ONE kNOW'S)

- Nous savons (\WEe know)

- Vous savez (You kNOWw - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES SAVENT (THEY KNOW )

ExXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- Je saIS LA R] PONSE. (| KNOW THE ANSWER.)
- ILS SAVENT JOUER AU PIANO. (THEY KNOW HOW TO PLAY THE PIANO.)

9. VeNR (To COME)



MEANING AND USAGE

THE VERB VENIR TRANSLATES TO “To COME.” |T IS OFTEN USED TO INDICATE MOVEMENT TOWARDS THE SPEAKER.

CONJUGATION

THe CONJUGATION OF VENIR IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:

- Je viens (I come)

- Tu viens (YOU COME - SINGULAR, INFORMAL )
- IL/ELLE/ON vIENT (He/SHE/ONE COMES)

- Nous venons (WE coMe)

- Vous venez (YoU COME - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES VIENNENT (THEY COME)

EXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- JE VIENS DE FRANCE. (I coME FROM FRANCE.)
- Nous VENONS LA FF] TE. (\WE ARE COMING TO THE PARTY.)

10. Prenpre (TO TAKE)

MEeANING AND USAGE

THE VERE PRENDRE MEANS “TO TAKE.” IT IS USED IN VARIOUS CONTEXTS, SUCH AS TAKING OBJECTS, MODES OF
TRANSPORTATION, OR OPPORTUNITIES.

CONJUGATION

THe CONJUGATION OF PRENDRE IN THE PRESENT TENSE IS:

- Je PrenDS (| TAKE)

- Tu PRENDS (Y OU TAKE - SINGULAR, INFORMAL)
- IL/ELLE/ ON prenD (He/SHe/ONE TAKES)

- Nous prenons (WE TAKE)

- Vous Prenez (YOU TAKE - PLURAL/FORMAL)
- ILs/ELLES PRENNENT (THEY TAKE)

EXAMPLES IN SENTENCES

- JE PRENDS UN TAXI. (| TAKE A TAXI.)
- ILs PRENNENT LE TRAIN. (THEY TAKE THE TRAIN.)

CONCLUSION

MASTERING THE TEN MOST COMMON FRENCH VERBS—[?] TRE, AVOIR, ALLER, FAIRE, DIRE, POUVOIR, VOULOIR, SAVOIR, VENIR, AND
PRENDRE—IS ESSENTIAL FOR ANYONE LEARNING THE FRENCH LANGUAGE. THESE VERBS NOT ONLY FORM THE BASIS OF EVERYDAY
CONVERSATION BUT ALSO HELP LEARNERS CONSTRUCT MORE COMPLEX SENTENCES AND EXPRESS A WIDE RANGE OF IDEAS. BY
PRACTICING THEIR CONJUGATIONS AND CONTEXTS, STUDENTS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE THEIR FLUENCY AND CONFIDENCE IN
SPEAKING FRENCH. W/HETHER YOU ARE A BEGINNER OR LOOKING TO REFINE YOUR SKILLS, FOCUSING ON THESE KEY VERBS WILL



SERVE AS A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR YOUR FRENCH LANGUAGE JOURNEY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE 10 MOST COMMON FRENCH VERBS?

THE 10 MOST coMMON FRENCH VERBS ARE [P] TRE (TO BE), AVOIR (TO HAVE), FAIRE (TO DO/MAKE), ALLER (TO GO), DIRE (TO
SAY/TELL), POUVOIR (TO BE ABLE TO/CAN), VOULOIR (TO WANT), SAVOIR (TO kNOW ), VOIR (TO SEE), AND VENIR (TO
COME).

How po You CONJUGATE THE VERB ‘[f] TRE' IN THE PRESENT TENSE?

THE PRESENT TENSE CONJUGATION oF ‘] TRE I1s: JE suis (I aM), TU ES (You ARE), IL/eLLE/ON EST (HE/SHE/ONE IS), NOUS
soMMEs (WE ARE), vous [F] Tes (You ARE), ILS/ELLES SONT (THEY ARE).

W/HAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 'SAVOIR’ AND 'CONNA[P] TRE’ IN FRENCH?

'SAVOIR" MEANS 'TO KNOW' IN THE SENSE OF KNOWING FACTS OR HOW TO DO SOMETHING, WHILE ‘'CONNA[P] TRE' MEANS 'TO
KNOW' IN THE SENSE OF BEING FAMILIAR WITH SOMEONE OR SOMETHING.

CAN YOU PROVIDE EXAMPLES OF SENTENCES USING 'AVOIR'?

Sure! EXAMPLES INCLUDE: /)’ Al UN CHAT' (I HAVE A CAT), “Tu As FAIM' (YOU ARE HUNGRY ), AND ‘ILS ONT DEUX VOITURES'
(THEY HAVE TWO CARS).

How DO YOU EXPRESS FUTURE ACTIONS USING THE COMMON VERBS?

Y OU CAN EXPRESS FUTURE ACTIONS IN FRENCH BY USING THE 'ALLER’ + VERB STRUCTURE. FOR EXAMPLE, 'JE VAIS MANGER'
MEANS ‘| AM GOING TO EAT.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS USING THESE VERBS?

COMMON IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS INCLUDE: 'AVOIR BESOIN DE (T NEED), ‘P] TRE EN TRAIN DE’ (TO BE IN THE MIDDLE OF), AND
‘FAIRE ATTENTION' (TO PAY ATTENTION).
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Discover the 10 most common French verbs you need to know for fluent conversation. Enhance your
language skills and boost your confidence—learn more now!
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