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1969 Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3 Manual: The 1969 Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3 is an iconic
snowmobile that has left a lasting impression on the snowmobiling community. With its
unique design and performance capabilities, it has become a collector’s item and a
beloved machine for enthusiasts. This article delves into the history, specifications,
maintenance, and operational guidelines of the Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3, providing a
comprehensive guide for both new and seasoned owners.

History of the Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3

The Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3 was introduced during a pivotal time in the snowmobiling
industry. The late 1960s marked a significant evolution in snowmobile technology, with
manufacturers striving to enhance performance, comfort, and reliability.

Origins and Development

- The Ski-Doo brand, established by Bombardier in the early 1950s, quickly became
synonymous with snowmobiles.

- By 1969, the company had already established a reputation for innovation, introducing
features that improved ride quality and handling.

- The Olympique line was designed to cater to both recreational riders and competitive
racers, making it a versatile choice.



Significance in Snowmobiling Culture

- The Olympique series represented a shift towards more powerful and efficient
snowmobiles.

- It gained popularity among snow enthusiasts for its performance on various terrains.

- The model is still celebrated at vintage snowmobile shows and rallies, where enthusiasts
showcase their restored units.

Specifications of the 1969 Ski-Doo Olympique 12
3

Understanding the specifications of the Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3 helps owners appreciate
its engineering and performance capabilities.

Engine and Performance

- Engine Type: 2-Stroke, Air-Cooled

- Displacement: 640 cc

- Horsepower: Approximately 30 HP

- Carburetor: Single carburetor setup for simplified tuning and maintenance

- Fuel System: Requires a mix of gasoline and 2-stroke oil (typically a 50:1 ratio)

Dimensions and Weight

- Length: 96 inches

- Width: 40 inches

- Height: 38 inches

- Weight: Around 400 lbs
- Track Width: 15 inches

Chassis and Suspension

- Chassis: Sturdy steel frame designed to withstand rough conditions

- Suspension: Front and rear suspension systems allow for better handling and ride
comfort

- Track Length: 120 inches, providing good traction on snow and ice

Operating the 1969 Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3



Operating the Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3 requires a good understanding of its controls and
features. Here’s a breakdown of essential operating guidelines.

Starting the Snowmobile

1. Check Fuel Levels: Ensure you have a proper fuel-oil mixture.

2. Inspect the Snowmobile: Look for any visible issues, including track condition and
mechanical integrity.

3. Engage the Choke: If the engine is cold, engage the choke to assist with starting.
4. Pull the Starter Cord: Gently pull the starter cord until the engine fires up.

5. Warm Up the Engine: Allow the engine to idle for a few minutes to warm up before
riding.

Controls Overview

- Throttle: Located on the right handlebar; twist to accelerate.

- Brake: Situated on the left handlebar; squeeze to slow down or stop.

- Headlight and Taillight Switch: Typically found near the ignition; ensure lights are
functioning for safety during low visibility.

- Reverse Gear: Some models may have a reverse gear, usually activated by a designated
lever.

Maintenance of the 1969 Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3

Regular maintenance is essential to ensure the longevity and performance of the Ski-Doo
Olympique 12 3.

Routine Maintenance Tasks

- Oil and Fuel Check: Regularly check oil levels and ensure the correct fuel mixture is
used.

- Spark Plug Inspection: Inspect and replace spark plugs as needed for optimal engine
performance.

- Belt and Track Condition: Check the drive belt and track for wear and tear, replacing
them if necessary.

- Cooling System Maintenance: Ensure the cooling system is functioning properly to
prevent overheating.

Seasonal Preparation

Before the snowmobiling season begins, consider the following preparatory steps:



1. Thorough Cleaning: Clean the snowmobile to remove dirt and debris that could cause
corrosion.

2. Inspect Rubber Components: Check for any cracks or wear in the rubber parts,
including bumpers and track.

3. Battery Maintenance: Charge the battery fully and ensure it is secure and connected
properly.

4. Test Ride: Conduct a short test ride to ensure everything is functioning correctly.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

Even with proper maintenance, snowmobiles can encounter issues. Here are some
common problems with the Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3 and their solutions.

Starting Issues

- Problem: The engine won't start.
- Solution: Check the fuel mixture, ensure the choke is engaged, and inspect the spark
plug for fouling.

Overheating

- Problem: The snowmobile overheats during operation.
- Solution: Check the cooling system for blockages and ensure the coolant is at the
appropriate level.

Handling Problems

- Problem: Difficulty steering or unstable handling.
- Solution: Inspect the suspension and track alignment; adjust or replace components if
necessary.

Conclusion

The 1969 Ski-Doo Olympique 12 3 Manual serves as a vital resource for both new and
experienced snowmobile owners. By understanding the history, specifications, operational
guidelines, and maintenance practices, enthusiasts can ensure their Ski-Doo remains in
optimal condition for years to come. This iconic snowmobile not only represents a
significant era in snowmobiling but also continues to bring joy and excitement to riders
across the globe. Whether you're taking it out for a leisurely ride or showcasing it at a
vintage event, the Olympique 12 3 remains a cherished piece of snowmobiling heritage.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 1969 Ski Doo Olympique
12 3 model?

The 1969 Ski Doo Olympique 12 3 is renowned for its reliability and performance,
representing a key advancement in snowmobile technology during the late 1960s.

Where can I find the owner's manual for the 1969 Ski
Doo Olympique 12 3?

Owner's manuals for the 1969 Ski Doo Olympique 12 3 can often be found online on
vintage snowmobile forums, auction sites, or through specialized snowmobile parts
retailers.

What type of engine does the 1969 Ski Doo Olympique
12 3 have?

The 1969 Ski Doo Olympique 12 3 is equipped with a 12-horsepower, 2-stroke engine that
was designed for optimal performance in snowy conditions.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with the 1969 Ski
Doo Olympique 12 3?

Common issues can often be addressed by checking the fuel system, inspecting the spark
plug, and ensuring the drive belt is in good condition.

What is the top speed of the 1969 Ski Doo Olympique 12
37?

The top speed of the 1969 Ski Doo Olympique 12 3 is approximately 30 to 35 mph,
depending on conditions and maintenance.

What maintenance tips should I follow for the 1969 Ski
Doo Olympique 12 3?

Regular maintenance includes checking oil levels, inspecting the clutch and drive belt, and
ensuring the ski runners and track are in good condition.

Is the 1969 Ski Doo Olympique 12 3 suitable for
beginners?

Yes, the 1969 Ski Doo Olympique 12 3 is considered a good choice for beginners due to its
manageable power and straightforward handling.



What are the popular modifications for the 1969 Ski
Doo Olympique 12 3?

Popular modifications include upgrading the carburetor for better fuel efficiency and
enhancing the track for improved traction in deep snow.
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