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2009 AP Calculus AB Free Response questions are a significant part of the AP Calculus
AB exam, providing students with an opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of
calculus concepts and their ability to apply these concepts in various problem-solving
scenarios. The free response section typically consists of a series of questions that require
more than just multiple-choice answers; students must show all their work and reasoning.
In this article, we will explore the 2009 AP Calculus AB Free Response questions,
providing a detailed analysis of each question, the skills necessary to tackle them, and tips
for succeeding on future exams.

Overview of the 2009 AP Calculus AB Exam

The AP Calculus AB exam is divided into two main sections: multiple-choice questions and
free response questions. The free response section is particularly important because it



accounts for a significant portion of the overall score. In 2009, the exam was structured
into six free response questions, which tested various topics including limits, derivatives,
integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.

Format of the Free Response Section

- Total Questions: 6

- Types of Questions: Conceptual questions, computational problems, and application of
calculus concepts.

- Time Allotted: 90 minutes, with no break between questions.

- Scoring: Each question is scored on a scale from 0 to 9, with partial credit often awarded
for correct steps that lead to an incorrect final answer.

Detailed Analysis of the Free Response Questions

The 2009 AP Calculus AB Free Response section included a range of questions that
addressed fundamental calculus concepts. Here, we will break down each question and
discuss the key concepts and skills required.

Question 1: Limits and Continuity

This question involved evaluating limits and understanding continuity of a function.
Students were required to determine the limit of a piecewise function as it approached a
specific point.

Key Concepts:

- Definition of limits

- Continuity at a point
- Piecewise functions

Skills Required:

- Ability to analyze functions graphically and algebraically

- Application of limit laws

- Understanding of the epsilon-delta definition of continuity

Tips:

- Clearly show the steps taken to evaluate the limit.
- Justify each step to receive partial credit if the final answer is incorrect.

Question 2: Derivatives and Applications

The second question focused on finding derivatives and applying them to real-world
situations. Students were asked to analyze the motion of an object given its position



function and to determine velocity and acceleration.

Key Concepts:

- Derivative as a rate of change

- Applications of derivatives in motion

- Interpretation of velocity and acceleration

Skills Required:

- Differentiation techniques

- Understanding the physical meaning of derivatives
- Problem-solving in the context of motion

Tips:
- Include units in your final answers to demonstrate understanding of the physical context.
- Label each part of your answer clearly to avoid confusion.

Question 3: Integrals and Area Under a Curve

This question required students to compute definite integrals and find the area under a
curve. It also involved applying the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.

Key Concepts:

- Definite and indefinite integrals

- Area under a curve as a definite integral
- Fundamental Theorem of Calculus

Skills Required:

- Integration techniques

- Understanding the relationship between differentiation and integration
- Application of integrals to find areas

Tips:
- Clearly state the integral setup before evaluating.
- If using numerical methods, explain your reasoning and steps.

Question 4: Differential Equations

In this question, students were tasked with solving a differential equation and using it to
model a real-life scenario. They had to determine the general solution and apply initial
conditions to find a particular solution.

Key Concepts:

- First-order differential equations

- Initial value problems

- Application of differential equations in modeling

Skills Required:



- Solving separable differential equations
- Applying initial conditions to find specific solutions
- Understanding the context of the problem in terms of the equation

Tips:
- Show all steps in solving the differential equation for full credit.
- Be careful with notation and ensure that the final answer is clearly stated.

Question 5: Series and Sequences

This question revolved around the convergence of sequences and series, challenging
students to determine whether a given series converged or diverged.

Key Concepts:

- Definitions of convergence and divergence

- Various tests for convergence (e.g., ratio test, root test)
- Power series and Taylor series

Skills Required:

- Application of convergence tests

- Understanding the behavior of sequences and series

- Formulating arguments for convergence or divergence

Tips:
- Clearly state which test you are using and why.
- Justify your reasoning with appropriate mathematical rigor.

Question 6: Application of Calculus Concepts

The final question often involved a real-world application of calculus concepts, such as
optimization problems or related rates.

Key Concepts:

- Optimization techniques

- Related rates problems

- Application of calculus in real-world contexts

Skills Required:

- Setting up equations based on verbal descriptions

- Differentiating to find maximum or minimum values
- Solving problems involving rates of change

Tips:
- Draw diagrams where applicable to clarify the problem.
- Clearly outline your approach to finding the solution.



Scoring and Grading Criteria

The free response section of the AP Calculus AB exam is scored based on a rubric that
evaluates the correctness and completeness of students' responses. Each question is
graded on several criteria:

- Correctness: Is the final answer correct?

- Process: Are the steps taken to arrive at the answer logical and mathematically sound?
- Justification: Are the reasoning and explanations clear and complete?

- Neatness: Is the work presented in a clear and organized manner?

Preparing for Future Exams

To excel in future AP Calculus AB exams, students should consider the following tips:

1. Practice Regularly: Work through past free response questions to familiarize yourself
with the format and types of questions.

2. Understand Concepts: Focus on understanding the underlying concepts rather than just
memorizing procedures.

3. Show Work: Always show your calculations and reasoning, as partial credit can
significantly impact your score.

4. Study Groups: Collaborate with classmates to discuss and solve problems together.

5. Seek Help: Don’t hesitate to ask teachers or tutors for clarification on difficult topics.

Conclusion

The 2009 AP Calculus AB Free Response section provided a diverse range of questions
that tested students' understanding of calculus concepts and their ability to apply them
effectively. By analyzing each question and understanding the required skills and
strategies, students can better prepare for future exams. Mastery of calculus not only
enhances problem-solving skills but also lays a strong foundation for further studies in
mathematics, science, and engineering disciplines. As students approach their exams, they
should aim to build confidence in their abilities through consistent practice and a solid
understanding of core calculus principles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were covered in the 2009 AP Calculus AB
free response questions?

The 2009 AP Calculus AB free response questions included topics such as limits,
derivatives, integrals, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, and applications of calculus
in real-world scenarios.



How can students best prepare for the free response
section of the AP Calculus AB exam?

Students can best prepare by practicing past free response questions, reviewing the
scoring guidelines provided by the College Board, and ensuring they understand the
underlying concepts and techniques required for solving these types of problems.

What scoring guidelines were used for the 2009 AP
Calculus AB free response questions?

The scoring guidelines for the 2009 AP Calculus AB free response questions typically
included a rubric outlining the points awarded for correct answers, clear justification of
work, and appropriate use of calculus concepts.

What common mistakes do students make on the 2009
AP Calculus AB free response?

Common mistakes include not showing enough work for full credit, misapplying theorems,
neglecting to check endpoints in interval problems, and making algebraic errors in
calculations.

Where can I find the official 2009 AP Calculus AB free
response questions and solutions?

The official 2009 AP Calculus AB free response questions and solutions can be found on
the College Board's website, where they archive past exam materials, including question
sets and scoring guidelines.
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