
14 Month Old Sleep Training

14 month old sleep training can be a pivotal journey for both parents and toddlers, as establishing healthy
sleep habits is crucial for the developmental milestones that occur during this stage. By 14 months, many
children are transitioning from two naps a day to one and are developing a stronger sense of independence. This
article will explore effective strategies for sleep training your 14-month-old, the importance of a structured
sleep environment, common challenges faced, and tips for overcoming them.

Understanding Sleep Needs at 14 Months

At 14 months, toddlers typically need about 11 to 14 hours of sleep per day, which often includes one long
nap and a nighttime sleep period. The transition to one nap can be tricky, and it’s essential to recognize the signs
that your child is ready for this change.

Signs Your 14-Month-Old is Ready for Sleep Training

- Difficulty falling asleep: If your child is struggling to fall asleep at night or during naps, it might be time to
implement a sleep training method.
- Frequent night wakings: If your toddler is waking multiple times during the night and requiring assistance to
go back to sleep, this could indicate a need for more structured sleep training.
- Short naps: If naps are consistently shorter than an hour, it may be a signal that your child is ready for a
change in their sleep routine.



- Increased independence: If your child is showing signs of wanting to do things on their own, it may be helpful to
encourage self-soothing techniques during sleep.

Preparing for Sleep Training

Before embarking on the sleep training journey, it’s important to create an environment that promotes peaceful
sleep.

Establish a Consistent Bedtime Routine

A bedtime routine helps signal to your child that it’s time to wind down. Here are some elements to include:

1. Bath time: A warm bath can be a soothing way to relax before bed.
2. Storytime: Reading a book can help calm your child and provide a sense of security.
3. Lullabies or quiet music: Soft music or lullabies can create a peaceful atmosphere.
4. Dim the lights: Lowering the lights as bedtime approaches helps signal that it is time to sleep.

Aim for a bedtime routine that lasts 20 to 30 minutes and begins at the same time each night.

Create a Comfortable Sleep Environment

- Temperature control: Keep the room at a comfortable temperature, ideally between 68-72°F (20-22°C).
- Darkness: Use blackout curtains to eliminate light, making it easier for your child to fall asleep.
- Noise: Consider using a white noise machine to block out disruptive sounds.
- Safety: Ensure that the crib is free from any soft toys or bedding that could pose a suffocation risk.

Choosing a Sleep Training Method

There are several sleep training methods to choose from, and the right one for your family may depend on your
parenting style and your child’s temperament. Below are some popular methods:

1. Ferber Method (Graduated Extinction)

This method involves allowing your child to self-soothe by letting them cry for progressively longer periods
before intervening. It can be effective but may be challenging for some parents emotionally.

- Step 1: Put your child to bed while they are still awake.
- Step 2: Allow them to cry for a set period (e.g., 3 minutes) before comforting them without picking them up.
- Step 3: Gradually increase the time between check-ins (e.g., 5 minutes, then 10 minutes).

2. Chair Method

This gentler approach involves gradually moving further away from your child’s crib each night.

- Step 1: Sit in a chair next to the crib until your child falls asleep.
- Step 2: Each night, move the chair further away until you are out of the room.



3. No Tears Method

This method focuses on comforting your child without letting them cry. You can use techniques such as:

- Picking them up if they are upset but putting them back down once calm.
- Soothing them verbally or by patting them without picking them up.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Even with the best preparations, sleep training can present challenges. Here are some common issues and how to
address them:

1. Resistance to Sleep Training

Children may resist the new routine or training method. Be consistent and patient. It might take time for your
child to adjust.

2. Night Wakings

If your toddler is waking up at night, ensure that they are going to bed at the right time. A too-late bedtime
can lead to overtiredness, making it harder for them to settle.

3. Illness or Teething

If your child is unwell or teething, it may hinder their ability to sleep through the night. In such cases, it’s
important to be flexible with sleep training and provide extra comfort as needed.

Tips for Successful Sleep Training

To enhance the success of your sleep training efforts, consider the following tips:

- Stay Consistent: Consistency is key when implementing a sleep training method. Stick to the routine even on
weekends and during disruptions.
- Communicate with Your Partner: Ensure that both parents are on the same page regarding the chosen sleep
training method.
- Be Patient: Every child is different, and some may take longer to adapt to a new sleep routine.
- Check on Progress: Keep track of your child’s sleep patterns and adjust your approach as needed.

Conclusion

Embarking on the journey of 14 month old sleep training can be both rewarding and challenging. By understanding
your child's sleep needs, creating a conducive sleep environment, and choosing an appropriate training method,
you can help your toddler develop healthy sleep habits that will benefit them in the long run. Remember, patience
and consistency are your best allies, and seeking support from other parents or professionals can also provide
helpful insights. Ultimately, each child is unique, and finding the right method for your family will make the



process smoother and more enjoyable for everyone involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective sleep training methods for a 14-month-old?
Popular methods include the Ferber method, which involves gradually increasing the time before comforting your
child, and the Chair method, where you slowly move further away from your child's crib each night until they
can fall asleep independently.

How long does it typically take to sleep train a 14-month-old?
The duration varies by child, but many parents report seeing improvements within a few days to a couple of
weeks. Consistency and patience are key to success.

Is it safe to sleep train a 14-month-old?
Yes, sleep training is generally safe for a 14-month-old, as long as you choose a method that feels right for
you and your child, and you ensure they are healthy and developmentally ready.

What should I do if my 14-month-old resists sleep training?
If your child is resistant, try to maintain a consistent bedtime routine, remain calm, and be patient. You might
also consider adjusting your approach or creating a more soothing sleep environment.

Can teething affect sleep training for a 14-month-old?
Yes, teething can disrupt sleep patterns and make sleep training more challenging. It's important to address any
discomfort your child may be experiencing before proceeding with sleep training.

How can I create a conducive sleep environment for my 14-month-old?
Ensure the room is dark, quiet, and at a comfortable temperature. Using white noise machines and blackout
curtains can help create a more peaceful sleep environment.
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Struggling with your 14-month-old's sleep? Discover effective sleep training tips and techniques to
help your toddler rest better. Learn more for peaceful nights!
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