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2007 AP Calculus AB Free Response questions are an essential part of understanding the exam's
structure and the types of problems students may encounter. The AP Calculus AB exam is a
standardized test administered by the College Board that assesses students' understanding of
calculus concepts and their ability to apply these concepts to solve problems. The free-response
section is particularly significant, as it allows students to demonstrate their problem-solving skills and
mastery of calculus principles in a more open-ended format than multiple-choice questions.

Overview of the 2007 AP Calculus AB Exam

The AP Calculus AB exam consists of two main sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response
questions. The free-response section is divided into two parts, with a total of six questions. Students



are given 90 minutes to complete this part of the exam, which assesses their ability to analyze and
communicate mathematical concepts.

In 2007, the free-response questions tested a variety of topics, including:

Limits and Continuity

Differentiation

Integration

Applications of Derivatives and Integrals

Fundamental Theorem of Calculus

Each question in the free-response section is designed to evaluate not only the final answer but also
the process and reasoning behind the solution. This emphasis on communication and explanation is
crucial for students to understand the expectations of the exam.

2007 Free Response Questions Breakdown

The free-response section of the 2007 AP Calculus AB exam included six questions that spanned
various calculus topics. Below is a breakdown of each question, along with key concepts and
strategies for approaching them.

Question 1: Limits and Continuity

This question involved evaluating a limit as \( x \) approaches a certain value. Students were expected
to demonstrate their understanding of limit properties and continuity.

Key Concepts:

- Limit laws

- Continuity definition

- Algebraic manipulation

Approach:

1. Identify the form of the limit (e.qg., direct substitution, indeterminate form).
2. Apply limit laws to simplify the expression if necessary.

3. State any conditions for continuity at the point of interest.

Question 2: Derivatives and Application



In this question, students were tasked with finding the derivative of a function and using it to analyze
the behavior of the function, such as finding critical points and determining intervals of increase or
decrease.

Key Concepts:

- Derivative rules (product, quotient, chain)
- Critical points and their significance

- First derivative test

Approach:

1. Differentiate the given function using appropriate rules.

2. Set the derivative equal to zero to find critical points.

3. Analyze the sign of the derivative to determine intervals of increase and decrease.

Question 3: Integration Techniques

This problem required students to evaluate a definite integral, which might involve techniques such
as substitution or integration by parts.

Key Concepts:

- Fundamental Theorem of Calculus
- Techniques of integration

- Evaluating definite integrals

Approach:

1. Identify the appropriate integration technique.

2. Perform the integration step-by-step.

3. Apply the limits of integration and simplify the result.

Question 4: Differential Equations

This question introduced a basic differential equation, asking students to solve it and interpret the
results in a real-world context.

Key Concepts:

- Separation of variables

- General and particular solutions
- Initial conditions

Approach:

1. Rearrange the equation to separate variables.

2. Integrate both sides to find the general solution.

3. Use initial conditions to find the particular solution.



Question 5: Area Between Curves

Students were asked to find the area between two curves, which required setting up the integral
correctly and determining the points of intersection.

Key Concepts:

- Area under a curve

- Setting up integrals for area between curves
- Determining intersection points

Approach:

1. Find the points where the curves intersect by solving the equations simultaneously.
2. Set up the integral using the appropriate upper and lower functions.

3. Evaluate the integral to find the area.

Question 6: Sequences and Series

This final question focused on the convergence or divergence of a given sequence or series, testing
students' understanding of series behavior.

Key Concepts:

- Convergence tests (ratio test, root test)
- Series representation

- Understanding limits in sequences

Approach:

1. Apply the appropriate convergence test to the series.

2. Determine whether the series converges or diverges based on the test results.
3. Provide a clear explanation of the reasoning behind the conclusion.

Scoring Guidelines and Common Mistakes

The AP Calculus AB free-response questions are scored based on a rubric that emphasizes both the
correctness of the final answer and the clarity of the reasoning and methodology used to arrive at
that answer. Each question is typically scored on a scale of 0 to 9 points.

Common Scoring Criteria:

- Correctness of the answer

- Clarity and organization of work

- Justification of steps and reasoning

Common Mistakes to Avoid:

1. Failing to show work: Many students lose points for not clearly demonstrating their thought process
and reasoning.

2. Incorrect application of calculus rules: Misapplying differentiation or integration rules can lead to
incorrect solutions.



3. Neglecting units: In applied problems, failing to include units can lead to confusion and loss of
points.

Preparation Tips for Future AP Calculus AB Students

To excel in the free-response section of the AP Calculus AB exam, students should consider the
following preparation strategies:

1. Practice with Past Exams: Working through previous years' free-response questions can help
students familiarize themselves with the format and types of problems.

2. Understand the Marking Scheme: Knowing how the exam is scored can guide students to
focus on clarity and justification in their answers.

3. Review Calculus Concepts Regularly: A solid understanding of calculus principles is
essential. Regularly reviewing key concepts and practicing problems can reinforce knowledge.

4. Work on Time Management: Practicing under timed conditions can help students manage
their time effectively during the exam.

5. Seek Help When Needed: If students struggle with certain concepts, they should seek help
from teachers, tutors, or online resources.

Conclusion

The 2007 AP Calculus AB free response questions provide valuable insight into the types of
problems and concepts students must master to succeed in the exam. By understanding the structure
of the questions and employing effective study strategies, students can enhance their calculus skills
and perform well on the AP exam. Mastery of the material and effective communication of
mathematical reasoning are key components of success in AP Calculus AB.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the 2007 AP Calculus AB free
response section?

The 2007 AP Calculus AB free response section covers topics such as derivatives, integrals, and
applications of both, including problems related to rates of change and area under curves.



How many free response questions are included in the 2007
AP Calculus AB exam?

The 2007 AP Calculus AB exam includes 6 free response questions.

What is the format of the free response questions in the 2007
AP Calculus AB exam?

The free response questions require students to show their work, provide explanations, and justify
their answers, often involving both computational and conceptual understanding.

What is a common challenge students face with the 2007 AP
Calculus AB free response questions?

A common challenge is managing time effectively, as students must not only solve problems but also
articulate their reasoning clearly within a limited timeframe.

Are there any specific strategies for tackling the 2007 AP
Calculus AB free response questions?

Students should read each question carefully, identify what is being asked, organize their work
clearly, and avoid skipping steps to ensure full credit for their reasoning.

How does the grading rubric work for the free response
questions in the 2007 AP Calculus AB exam?

The grading rubric typically awards points for correct answers, as well as for the correct setup of
problems, logical reasoning, and appropriate use of calculus concepts.

Can you provide an example of a typical question from the
2007 AP Calculus AB free response section?

An example question might ask students to find the derivative of a given function and then use it to
determine the maximum or minimum values of that function.

What resources are available for studying the 2007 AP
Calculus AB free response questions?

Students can access past exam questions and scoring guidelines from the College Board website, as
well as review books and online forums dedicated to AP Calculus preparation.

How important is practice with free response questions for
success in the AP Calculus AB exam?

Practice with free response questions is very important as it helps students familiarize themselves
with the format, improve their problem-solving skills, and build confidence for the exam.
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Explore the 2007 AP Calculus AB free response questions with detailed solutions and tips. Boost
your exam prep today—learn more to ace your test!
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