
1955 Chevy Manual Transmission Oil Change

1955 Chevy manual transmission oil change is an essential maintenance task that every classic
car enthusiast should perform to ensure the longevity and smooth operation of their vehicle. The
1955 Chevrolet is a beloved classic, known for its stylish design and powerful performance. Regular
oil changes in the manual transmission not only maintain the vehicle's efficiency but also help
prevent costly repairs down the line. This article will guide you through the process of changing the
oil in your 1955 Chevy's manual transmission, covering the tools needed, steps to perform the
change, and tips for maintaining your vehicle.

Understanding the Importance of Manual Transmission



Oil

Manual transmission oil serves several crucial functions in your vehicle:

1. Lubrication: It lubricates the moving parts within the transmission, reducing friction and wear.
2. Cooling: The oil helps dissipate heat generated during the operation of the transmission,
preventing overheating.
3. Cleaning: It helps to clean the internal components by suspending dirt and debris, which can then
be filtered out.
4. Sealing: Proper oil levels help maintain seals, preventing leaks that can lead to low oil levels and
potential damage.

Neglecting to change the transmission oil can result in reduced performance, increased wear, and
even catastrophic transmission failure.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before you begin the process of changing the oil in your 1955 Chevy manual transmission, gather
the following tools and materials:

Transmission oil (check the owner's manual for specifications)

Oil catch pan

Socket wrench set

Torque wrench

Funnel

Shop rags or towels

Jack and jack stands (or ramps)

Safety goggles and gloves

Having all the necessary tools and materials on hand will make the process smoother and more
efficient.

Steps for Changing the Manual Transmission Oil

Changing the manual transmission oil in your 1955 Chevy can be completed in several steps. Below
is a detailed guide to help you through the process:



Step 1: Prepare the Vehicle

1. Safety First: Ensure you are wearing safety goggles and gloves to protect yourself from any spills
or splashes.
2. Lift the Vehicle: Use a jack to lift the front of the vehicle and secure it with jack stands.
Alternatively, you can drive the car onto ramps to gain access to the transmission.

Step 2: Locate the Drain Plug

1. Identify the Transmission: The manual transmission is usually located beneath the vehicle,
towards the rear.
2. Find the Drain Plug: Locate the drain plug on the bottom of the transmission case. It is typically a
hex or square plug.

Step 3: Drain the Old Oil

1. Position the Oil Catch Pan: Place the oil catch pan under the drain plug to collect the old oil.
2. Remove the Drain Plug: Using the appropriate socket wrench, carefully remove the drain plug.
Allow the old oil to drain completely into the pan. This may take a few minutes.
3. Inspect the Oil: As the oil drains, take a moment to inspect its condition. If you notice metal
shavings or a burnt smell, it may indicate a bigger problem that needs addressing.

Step 4: Replace the Drain Plug

1. Clean the Drain Plug: Wipe off any debris or old oil from the drain plug to ensure a good seal.
2. Reinstall the Drain Plug: Once the oil has fully drained, replace the drain plug and tighten it
securely using the torque wrench to the manufacturer's specifications.

Step 5: Fill with New Oil

1. Locate the Fill Plug: Find the fill plug, usually located on the side of the transmission case.
2. Remove the Fill Plug: Using the socket wrench, carefully remove the fill plug.
3. Add New Oil: Using the funnel, pour the new transmission oil into the fill hole. Refer to your
owner’s manual for the correct type and amount of oil needed. Generally, the 1955 Chevy manual
transmission requires around 3 to 4 quarts of oil.
4. Check Oil Level: After adding oil, check the level by inserting your finger into the fill hole. The oil
should be just below the edge. Add more oil if necessary.

Step 6: Replace the Fill Plug

1. Reinstall the Fill Plug: Once the oil level is correct, replace and securely tighten the fill plug.



Step 7: Clean Up and Lower the Vehicle

1. Dispose of Old Oil: Properly dispose of the old transmission oil at a recycling center or an auto
parts store that accepts used oil.
2. Clean the Work Area: Wipe up any spills and remove tools from the work area.
3. Lower the Vehicle: Carefully remove the jack stands and lower the vehicle back to the ground.

Tips for Maintaining Your 1955 Chevy Manual
Transmission

Maintaining your manual transmission oil is just one aspect of caring for your 1955 Chevy. Here are
some additional tips for keeping your vehicle in excellent condition:

Regular Checks: Inspect the transmission oil level every few months to ensure it remains at
the proper level.

Scheduled Changes: Change the transmission oil every 15,000 to 30,000 miles, or as
recommended in the owner’s manual.

Monitor Performance: Pay attention to any changes in shifting smoothness or unusual noises,
which may indicate transmission issues.

Use Quality Oil: Always use high-quality transmission oil that meets the specifications set out
in your owner's manual.

Keep Records: Maintain a log of all maintenance performed on your vehicle for future
reference.

Conclusion

Performing a 1955 Chevy manual transmission oil change is a straightforward task that can
significantly impact the performance and reliability of your classic car. By following the steps
outlined in this article and adhering to a regular maintenance schedule, you can ensure that your
1955 Chevy continues to run smoothly for years to come. Remember, proactive care and
maintenance will save you time, money, and the heartache that comes with unexpected breakdowns.
Enjoy the journey of maintaining your classic vehicle, and happy driving!

Frequently Asked Questions



What type of oil should I use for a 1955 Chevy manual
transmission?
For a 1955 Chevy manual transmission, it is recommended to use a high-quality 80W-90 gear oil or a
GL-4 rated oil specifically designed for manual transmissions.

How often should I change the transmission oil in my 1955
Chevy?
It is advisable to change the transmission oil in your 1955 Chevy every 20,000 to 30,000 miles, or
every 2 to 3 years, whichever comes first.

What tools do I need to change the transmission oil in a 1955
Chevy?
To change the transmission oil, you will need a socket set, a wrench set, a drain pan, a funnel, and
possibly a torque wrench for reassembling the drain plug.

Where is the drain plug located on a 1955 Chevy manual
transmission?
The drain plug on a 1955 Chevy manual transmission is typically located on the bottom of the
transmission case. You may need to raise the vehicle to access it.

How do I properly drain the old transmission oil from my 1955
Chevy?
To drain the old transmission oil, position a drain pan under the transmission, remove the drain plug
using a wrench, and allow the old oil to completely drain out before reinstalling the plug.

Should I flush the manual transmission before changing the
oil?
It is generally not necessary to flush a manual transmission before changing the oil. Simply draining
the old oil and replacing it with new oil is sufficient.

Can I change the transmission oil myself, or should I take it to
a mechanic?
Changing the transmission oil in a 1955 Chevy can be done by a knowledgeable DIY enthusiast with
basic mechanical skills, but if you are unsure, it is always best to consult a professional mechanic.

What signs indicate that my 1955 Chevy manual transmission
oil needs to be changed?
Signs that your manual transmission oil needs changing include difficulty shifting gears, unusual
noises from the transmission, or a burnt smell coming from the oil.
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Discover how to perform a 1955 Chevy manual transmission oil change with our step-by-step guide.
Keep your classic car running smoothly—learn more today!
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