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1917 movie questions and answers are common among viewers who have
experienced this critically acclaimed film. Directed by Sam Mendes and
released in 2019, "1917" is a World War I epic that showcases the harrowing
journey of two British soldiers tasked with delivering a crucial message to
save a battalion from walking into a deadly trap. The film is noted for its
unique cinematographic approach, designed to appear as if shot in one
continuous take. This article delves into various aspects of the movie,
addressing frequently asked questions and providing insights to enhance your
understanding of this remarkable piece of cinema.

Overview of the Film

Before diving into specific questions, it’s important to outline what "1917"
is about and its significance in modern filmmaking.

Plot Summary

Set during World War I, "1917" follows the story of two young soldiers, Lance
Corporal Blake (Dean-Charles Chapman) and Lance Corporal Schofield (George
MacKay). Tasked with delivering a message to the 2nd Battalion of the
Devonshire Regiment, they must cross enemy lines to prevent an impending
attack that could lead to the deaths of 1,600 men, including Blake's brother.
The narrative is intense and unfolds in real-time, immersing viewers in the



urgency of their mission.

Critical Reception

The film received widespread acclaim for its direction, cinematography, and
performances. It won several awards, including three Academy Awards, and was
praised for its technical achievements, particularly its seamless editing and
immersive storytelling.

Common Questions and Answers

Here are some of the most frequently asked questions about "1917," along with
detailed answers.

1. How was "1917" filmed to look like one continuous
shot?

The film’s unique aesthetic is achieved through meticulous planning and
execution. Mendes and cinematographer Roger Deakins employed the following
techniques:

- Long Takes: The film consists of several long takes that are carefully
choreographed. Each segment is designed to flow seamlessly into the next.
- Hidden Cuts: While the film appears to be one continuous shot, there are
hidden cuts that occur during moments of darkness or when the camera moves
behind objects, allowing for transitions without breaking the illusion.

- Realistic Locations: Much of the filming took place in real locations
rather than on sound stages, enhancing the authenticity of the battlefield
environment.

2. What is the significance of the title "1917"7?

The title "1917" is significant as it denotes the year in which the film is
set, a pivotal time during World War I. The film captures the harrowing
experiences of soldiers and the broader context of the war, emphasizing the
human cost and the immediacy of their mission. The choice of the year also
serves to remind viewers of the historical events and the sacrifices made
during this period.



3. Are the characters based on real people?

While the characters of Blake and Schofield are fictional, the film draws
inspiration from stories told by Mendes’ grandfather, who served in World War
I. The experiences depicted in the film, including the camaraderie, bravery,
and horrors of war, are reflective of the real-life experiences of soldiers
during this tumultuous time.

4. Why is the film structured in real-time?

The real-time structure of "1917" serves several purposes:

- Immersion: By presenting events as they unfold, viewers feel a sense of
urgency and immediacy, experiencing the tension alongside the characters.

- Engagement: The continuous nature of the narrative keeps the audience
engaged, making them more invested in the characters' journey and the outcome
of their mission.

- Emotional Impact: The real-time pacing amplifies the emotional stakes, as
every moment counts in the race against time to deliver the message.

Thematic Elements

"1917" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with audiences. Here are some
of the central themes explored in the film:

1. Courage and Sacrifice

At its core, "1917" is a story about bravery and the sacrifices made by
soldiers. Blake and Schofield's mission is fraught with danger, yet their
commitment to saving lives exemplifies the extraordinary courage exhibited by
countless individuals during wartime.

2. The Horrors of War

The film does not shy away from depicting the brutal realities of war.
Through its intense visuals and emotional storytelling, "1917" illustrates
the chaos, destruction, and psychological toll of conflict, reminding viewers
of the human cost of war.



3. Friendship and Brotherhood

The bond between Blake and Schofield is central to the narrative. Their
friendship is tested through adversity, showcasing the importance of
camaraderie and support in the face of overwhelming challenges.

Technical Achievements

"1917" is celebrated not only for its storytelling but also for its technical
innovations. Here are some of the key aspects that contribute to its acclaim:

1. Cinematography

Roger Deakins’ cinematography is a standout feature of the film. His use of
natural lighting, long takes, and dynamic camera movements creates a visceral
experience that pulls the audience into the heart of the action.

2. Sound Design

The sound design in "1917" plays a crucial role in establishing the film's
atmosphere. The combination of ambient sounds, such as gunfire and
explosions, along with a haunting score, enhances the emotional weight of the
narrative.

3. Editing

Though the film appears to be shot in one continuous take, the editing is
masterful. Editor Lee Smith's work is crucial in maintaining the illusion of
a single shot while ensuring the pacing and rhythm of the story remain
compelling.

Conclusion

"1917" is a cinematic achievement that transcends typical war films, offering
viewers an immersive and emotionally charged experience. By addressing common
questions and delving into the film's themes, technical accomplishments, and
character motivations, we gain a deeper appreciation for Mendes’ masterful
storytelling. Whether you are a cinephile or a casual viewer, understanding
these elements enhances your viewing experience and invites reflection on the
profound impact of war on humanity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the movie '1917'?

'1917' follows two British soldiers, Schofield and Blake, during World War I
as they are tasked with delivering a message to save a battalion from walking
into a trap.

Who directed the film '1917'?
'1917' was directed by Sam Mendes.

What unique filming technique is used in '1917'?

'1917"' is known for its continuous shot technique, which creates the illusion
that the film is shot in one continuous take.

How does the film '1917' depict the horrors of war?

'1917' portrays the brutality and chaos of World War I through its intense
cinematography, realistic sound design, and the emotional journey of its
characters.

What awards did '1917' win at the Academy Awards?

'1917' won three Oscars at the 92nd Academy Awards, including Best
Cinematography, Best Visual Effects, and Best Sound Mixing.

Is '1917' based on a true story?

'1917' is inspired by stories that director Sam Mendes heard from his
grandfather, who served in World War I, but it is not a direct retelling of
specific historical events.
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