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12 Days of Aussie Christmas is a delightful twist on the traditional holiday season, blending the
charm of Australia’s unique culture with the festive spirit of Christmas. While the original song "The
Twelve Days of Christmas" paints a picture of wintery gifts and snowy scenes, the Australian version
brings a warm, sunny, and distinctly Aussie flavor to the festivities. This article will explore the origins,
significance, and various interpretations of the "12 Days of Aussie Christmas," along with how
Australians celebrate the holiday season.

Origins of the '12 Days of Christmas'

The "Twelve Days of Christmas" date back to the late 18th century, originating from England.
Traditionally, the twelve days begin on Christmas Day and continue until the Feast of Epiphany on
January 6. The song lists a series of increasingly extravagant gifts given on each of the twelve days,
culminating in a festive celebration.

In Australia, the concept has been adapted to reflect the local culture, climate, and lifestyle, making
the holiday season distinctively different from the traditional northern hemisphere celebrations.



The Aussie Twist on the Classic

In Australia, the "12 Days of Christmas" has taken on a unique identity. The gifts in the Aussie version
reflect the country's wildlife, natural beauty, and cultural icons. Here's a fun take on the classic:

1. A kookaburra in a gum tree
2. Two kangaroos hopping

3. Three surfboards surfing

4. Four boozy friends

5. Five golden rings (from the local markets)
6. Six barbeques sizzling

7. Seven prawns a-grilling

8. Eight mates a-drinking

9. Nine beach balls bouncing
10. Ten tinnies chilling

11. Eleven emus strutting

12. Twelve hours of sunshine

This version captures the spirit of an Australian Christmas, which is celebrated during the summer
months, allowing for outdoor festivities, beach outings, and barbecues.

Significance of the '12 Days of Aussie Christmas'

The "12 Days of Aussie Christmas" holds cultural significance, showcasing the essence of Australian
life. It highlights:

1. Outdoor Celebrations

Australia’s Christmas coincides with summer, which means families and friends often gather outdoors
for barbecues, picnics, and beach outings. The adaptation of the song emphasizes the importance of
spending time in nature and enjoying the warm weather.

2. Unique Wildlife

The gifts listed in the Aussie version reflect Australia’s rich biodiversity. Featuring animals like
kookaburras and kangaroos highlights the unique wildlife that is closely associated with the Australian
identity.

3. Community and Togetherness

Christmas in Australia is a time for family and friends to come together. The fun and jovial nature of
the Aussie adaptation fosters a sense of community, encouraging everyone to participate in the
festivities.



How Australians Celebrate Christmas

The Christmas season in Australia is filled with diverse traditions and activities that reflect its
multicultural society. Here are some common ways Australians celebrate Christmas:

1. Christmas Day Feasts

Just like in many parts of the world, food plays a central role in Christmas celebrations. Traditional
Aussie Christmas feasts often include:

- Seafood platters: Prawns, oysters, and fish are popular choices.

- Barbecues: Grilled meats, sausages, and veggies are staples.

- Salads: Fresh, vibrant salads are often served to complement the warm weather.

- Pavlova: A popular dessert made from meringue, topped with fresh fruit and whipped cream.

2. Beach Outings

With temperatures soaring during the Christmas season, many Australians take to the beaches. Beach
parties, picnics, and surfing competitions are common, allowing people to enjoy the sun and surf.

3. Christmas Carols and Events

Community carol services are widespread during December. Events like the "Carols by Candlelight"
feature music, entertainment, and the chance for families to gather and celebrate.

4. Santa in Boardshorts

In Australia, Santa is often depicted wearing boardshorts and sunglasses, reflecting the warm climate.
This colorful representation adds to the lighthearted nature of the holiday.

Regional Variations in Celebrations

Australia is a vast country with different regions showcasing unique Christmas traditions influenced by
their local culture and climate. Here are some regional variations:

1. Queensland

In Queensland, many families celebrate Christmas with beach barbecues, and the relaxed atmosphere
encourages outdoor activities. The Gold Coast is a popular destination for Christmas celebrations,
where locals and tourists alike enjoy the festive spirit.



2. Southern Australia

In the cooler Southern regions, such as Tasmania, Christmas celebrations may include traditional
roasted meals, mulled wine, and cozy gatherings by the fire.

3. Northern Territory

In the Northern Territory, Christmas falls during the wet season, leading to a unique blend of
celebrations. Festivities often include cultural events that showcase Indigenous traditions, along with
tropical-inspired feasts.

The Role of Christmas Decorations

Decorations play an essential role in creating the festive atmosphere during the holiday season in
Australia. Common decorations include:

- Christmas lights: Many families decorate their homes with vibrant lights, often participating in
friendly neighborhood competitions.

- Christmas trees: While traditional evergreen trees are popular, some Australians opt for native
plants like the Australian Christmas bush, which features red flowers.

- Surfboards and Beach Themes: Decorations may also reflect the beach culture, incorporating
surfboards, seashells, and marine life into the festive decor.

Conclusion

The 12 Days of Aussie Christmas exemplifies how cultural adaptations can breathe new life into
traditional celebrations. By embracing their unique environment, wildlife, and community spirit,
Australians have created a festive season that reflects their love for the outdoors, food, and
togetherness. The joyous atmosphere of an Aussie Christmas, with its warm weather and vibrant
celebrations, serves as a reminder of the beauty of diversity in cultural traditions. Whether it's
gathering around a barbecue, lounging on the beach, or singing carols, the Australian Christmas
experience is a true celebration of life, love, and community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the '12 Days of Aussie Christmas'?

'12 Days of Aussie Christmas' is a festive celebration that reimagines the traditional Christmas song
‘The Twelve Days of Christmas' with Australian themes and elements, highlighting unique local
customs and wildlife.



How does the '12 Days of Aussie Christmas' differ from the
original version?

The Aussie version replaces traditional gifts with Australian symbols, such as kangaroos, gumtrees,
and surfboards, creating a distinctively Australian twist on the classic song.

What are some popular themes featured in the '12 Days of
Aussie Christmas'?

Popular themes include Australian wildlife, summer activities like beach outings, and local food
traditions, reflecting the country's unique holiday experience during the summer season.

Is '12 Days of Aussie Christmas' celebrated widely in
Australia?

Yes, '12 Days of Aussie Christmas' has gained popularity in Australia, often featured in holiday events,
carol performances, and community gatherings throughout the festive season.

Can you give an example of a line from the '12 Days of Aussie
Christmas"?

An example line might be 'On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me: a kookaburra in a
gum tree.' This reflects typical Australian wildlife in a festive context.

Are there any specific events or activities associated with '12
Days of Aussie Christmas'?

Yes, many communities host carol sings, themed markets, and local festivals that celebrate the '12
Days of Aussie Christmas' with performances and activities that engage families and visitors.

How can people participate in '12 Days of Aussie Christmas'
celebrations?

People can participate by attending local events, singing carols that feature the Aussie version, and
engaging in community activities that celebrate Australian culture and holiday spirit.

What role does social media play in promoting the '12 Days of
Aussie Christmas'?

Social media plays a significant role in promoting '12 Days of Aussie Christmas' by allowing
individuals and organizations to share festive content, events, and creative interpretations of the
Aussie-themed carol, reaching a broader audience.
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