
1 Corinthians Study Guide

1 Corinthians study guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to deepen their
understanding of the Apostle Paul's first letter to the Corinthian church. This letter
addresses various issues faced by the early Christians in Corinth, including divisions within
the church, moral challenges, and misunderstandings about spiritual gifts and resurrection.
Through this guide, we will explore the key themes, structure, and insights of 1 Corinthians,
helping you navigate this complex yet enriching text.

Overview of 1 Corinthians

1 Corinthians is one of the earliest letters written by Paul, likely around A.D. 55. It was
penned while Paul was in Ephesus, addressing the church he founded in Corinth during his
second missionary journey. Corinth was a bustling metropolis known for its commerce,
cultural diversity, and moral laxity. The church there faced numerous challenges,
prompting Paul to write this letter as both a corrective and an encouragement.



Key Themes in 1 Corinthians

Understanding the major themes in 1 Corinthians can provide valuable context for your
study. Here are some of the most significant themes in the letter:

1. Unity in Christ

One of the primary concerns Paul addresses is the division within the Corinthian church.
Various factions had formed, each claiming allegiance to different leaders (Paul, Apollos,
Cephas). Paul stresses the importance of unity among believers, emphasizing that they are
all part of the body of Christ.

2. Moral Conduct and Church Discipline

Paul addresses several instances of immorality within the church, including a case of incest.
He urges the church to confront sin and maintain moral integrity, highlighting the
importance of church discipline in preserving the community's holiness.

3. Spiritual Gifts

The Corinthian church was rich in spiritual gifts, but there was confusion regarding their
purpose and use. Paul explains that all gifts are given by the Holy Spirit for the edification
of the church. He emphasizes that love is the highest virtue and should govern the exercise
of all gifts.

4. The Resurrection

A significant portion of the letter is dedicated to the topic of resurrection, particularly the
resurrection of Christ and its implications for believers. Paul argues that the resurrection is
foundational to the Christian faith and assures believers of their own future resurrection.

Structure of 1 Corinthians

To better understand the letter's content, it's helpful to break down its structure. Here’s a
brief outline:

Introduction (1:1-9)1.

Greeting and thanksgiving



Divisions in the Church (1:10-4:21)2.

Call for unity (1:10-17)

Wisdom of God vs. wisdom of the world (1:18-2:16)

Role of church leaders (3:1-23)

Paul's authority (4:1-21)

Moral Issues (5:1-6:20)3.

Confronting immorality (5:1-13)

Lawsuits among believers (6:1-11)

Sexual morality (6:12-20)

Questions about Marriage and Singleness (7:1-40)4.

Guidance on marriage (7:1-16)

Advice for singles (7:25-40)

Food Offered to Idols (8:1-11:1)5.

Knowledge vs. love (8:1-13)

Paul’s rights as an apostle (9:1-27)

Worship practices (10:1-22)

Principles of Christian liberty (10:23-11:1)

Worship and the Lord’s Supper (11:2-34)6.

Proper conduct in worship (11:2-16)

The institution of the Lord's Supper (11:17-34)



Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40)7.

Unity in diversity of gifts (12:1-31)

The supremacy of love (13:1-13)

Guidelines for worship and spiritual gifts (14:1-40)

The Resurrection (15:1-58)8.

Proof of the resurrection (15:1-11)

Theological implications of the resurrection (15:12-34)

The nature of the resurrection body (15:35-49)

The victory over death (15:50-58)

Final Exhortations and Greetings (16:1-24)9.

Collection for the saints (16:1-4)

Plans for travel (16:5-12)

Final encouragement and greetings (16:13-24)

Studying 1 Corinthians: Tips and Resources

As you embark on your study of 1 Corinthians, consider the following tips and resources:

1. Choose a Good Translation

Select a Bible translation that is both accurate and easy to understand. Popular translations
include the New International Version (NIV), English Standard Version (ESV), and New Living
Translation (NLT).



2. Use a Study Bible

A study Bible offers valuable notes, maps, and cultural context that can enhance your
understanding of the text. Look for study Bibles that include commentary on 1 Corinthians.

3. Read in Context

When studying individual verses or passages, always consider their context within the
broader letter. Understanding the historical and cultural background of Corinth can provide
insight into Paul’s messages.

4. Engage with Commentaries

Consulting commentaries can help clarify difficult passages and provide deeper theological
insights. Some recommended commentaries on 1 Corinthians include:

- "The First Epistle to the Corinthians" by Gordon D. Fee
- "1 Corinthians" by Anthony C. Thiselton
- "1 Corinthians: A Commentary" by John Paul Heil

5. Join a Study Group

Studying with others can enrich your experience and understanding. Consider joining a
Bible study group or finding an online forum where you can discuss insights and questions
about the text.

Conclusion

The 1 Corinthians study guide serves as a valuable tool for navigating the complexities
of Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church. By focusing on its key themes, structure, and
practical applications, you can gain a deeper appreciation for the early Christian
community's challenges and the timeless truths that continue to resonate today. Whether
you are studying for personal growth, teaching, or deeper theological understanding, this
guide will assist you in unlocking the richness of 1 Corinthians.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the book of 1 Corinthians?
The main theme of 1 Corinthians is to address the issues and divisions within the Corinthian



church, emphasizing the importance of unity, love, and moral integrity among believers.

How does 1 Corinthians address the issue of spiritual
gifts?
1 Corinthians discusses spiritual gifts in chapters 12-14, explaining that while there are
many different gifts, they all come from the same Spirit and should be used for the common
good and to build up the church.

What is the significance of the love chapter in 1
Corinthians?
1 Corinthians 13, often referred to as the love chapter, highlights the supremacy of love
over all spiritual gifts and emphasizes that without love, even the most impressive gifts are
meaningless.

How does Paul address the issue of immorality in 1
Corinthians?
In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul confronts sexual immorality within the church, urging the
congregation to exercise discipline and maintain moral purity, emphasizing the need for
accountability within the community.

What guidance does 1 Corinthians provide on the topic
of marriage and singleness?
In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul provides guidance on marriage and singleness, affirming that both
are good but highlighting that remaining single can allow for greater devotion to the Lord,
while also addressing the importance of mutual respect and love in marriage.

What is the context and purpose of Paul’s teachings on
the resurrection in 1 Corinthians?
In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul addresses doubts about the resurrection, affirming its centrality to
the Christian faith and providing evidence for the resurrection of Christ as foundational to
the hope of eternal life for believers.
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