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13 Classifications for Special Education

Special education is a vital aspect of the educational system, designed to
meet the unique needs of students with disabilities. These classifications
help educators, parents, and support staff understand the specific challenges
that students may face and provide appropriate interventions and resources.
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) outlines various
categories under which students may qualify for special education services.
In this article, we will explore the 13 classifications for special
education, providing insights into each category and its implications for
educational support.

1. Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD)

Specific Learning Disabilities encompass a range of disorders that affect a
student's ability to read, write, perform math calculations, or process
information. Common examples include dyslexia, dysgraphia, and dyscalculia.
Students with SLD may exhibit difficulties in:

- Reading comprehension
- Written expression
- Mathematical reasoning

Effective interventions often include individualized instruction, specialized
teaching techniques, and the use of assistive technology.

2. Other Health Impairments (OHI)

Other Health Impairments refer to a variety of medical conditions that may
limit a student’s strength, vitality, or alertness. This includes conditions
such as ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder), asthma, epilepsy,
and diabetes. Students with OHI may experience challenges in:

- Attentiveness
- Energy levels

- Health-related issues impacting learning

Support strategies may involve medication management, behavioral
interventions, and accommodations in the classroom.

3. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

Autism Spectrum Disorder is characterized by challenges in social
communication, interaction, and repetitive behaviors. The spectrum nature of



autism means that students may exhibit a wide range of abilities and needs.
Key areas of difficulty often include:

- Social skills
- Communication
- Sensory processing

Educators may employ structured environments, social skills training, and
individualized communication strategies to support students with ASD.

4. Emotional Disturbance (ED)

Emotional Disturbance includes conditions that affect a student's emotional
well-being and behavior. This classification may encompass anxiety disorders,
depression, and behavioral disorders such as Oppositional Defiant Disorder
(ODD) or Conduct Disorder (CD). Characteristics may include:

- Inability to learn not explained by other factors
- Difficulty in forming relationships
- Inappropriate behaviors or feelings under normal circumstances

Interventions often focus on social-emotional learning, counseling, and
behavior modification techniques.

5. Speech or Language Impairments

Speech or Language Impairments affect a student’s ability to communicate
effectively. This can encompass issues with articulation, fluency, voice, or
understanding and using language. Types of impairments include:

- Stuttering
- Voice disorders
- Receptive and expressive language disorders

Support typically involves speech therapy, individualized communication
strategies, and classroom accommodations.

6. Visual Impairments (Including Blindness)

Visual Impairments refer to a range of vision problems that affect a
student's ability to see and process visual information. This category
includes students who are legally blind as well as those with partial sight.
Challenges may involve:



- Reading and writing
- Mobility and orientation
- Social interactions

Support services may include orientation and mobility training, the use of
assistive technology, and adaptations in instructional materials.

7. Hearing Impairments (Including Deafness)

Hearing Impairments encompass a range of auditory issues, from mild hearing
loss to profound deafness. These impairments can significantly impact a
student’s ability to communicate and learn. Key considerations include:

- Difficulty in understanding spoken language
- Impact on social skills and peer relationships
- Challenges in academic performance

Interventions may involve the use of hearing aids, sign language
interpretation, and specialized teaching methods to enhance communication.

8. Orthopedic Impairments

Orthopedic Impairments involve physical disabilities that affect a student's
mobility or motor skills. Conditions may include cerebral palsy, amputations,
or severe burns. Students may face challenges such as:

- Limited movement or mobility
- Difficulty using standard classroom equipment
- Need for assistive devices

Support strategies often involve physical therapy, adaptive equipment, and
modifications to the classroom environment.

9. Intellectual Disabilities (ID)

Intellectual Disabilities refer to significant limitations in intellectual
functioning and adaptive behavior. This classification includes conditions
such as Down syndrome and Fragile X syndrome. Key aspects include:

- Limitations in reasoning and problem-solving
- Difficulty with everyday social and practical skills

- Varying levels of support needs

Educational approaches often involve personalized learning plans, life skills



training, and inclusive classroom strategies.

10. Multiple Disabilities

Multiple Disabilities refer to a combination of two or more disabilities that
result in significant challenges in functioning. This classification can
include combinations such as intellectual disabilities with orthopedic
impairments or autism with a speech impairment. Characteristics may involve:

- Complex needs requiring specialized support
- Variability in strengths and weaknesses
- Necessity for tailored interventions

Careful assessment and collaborative planning are essential for providing
effective support to students with multiple disabilities.

11. Deaf-Blindness

Deaf-Blindness is a rare but significant classification involving both
hearing and visual impairments that severely limit communication, mobility,
and the ability to access information. Students may experience:

- Challenges in social interactions
- Difficulty in understanding their environment
- Significant communication barriers

Interventions typically involve specialized communication strategies, sensory
integration activities, and individualized education plans tailored to each
student's unique needs.

12. Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

Traumatic Brain Injury results from an external force causing damage to the
brain, which may lead to challenges in cognition, physical abilities, or
behavior. Students with TBI may experience:

- Cognitive deficits
- Physical impairments
- Emotional and behavioral changes

Support often includes rehabilitation services, individualized academic
accommodations, and strategies to help reintegrate the student into the
school environment.



13. Developmental Delay

Developmental Delay refers to significant delays in one or more areas of
development, including physical, cognitive, communication, social-emotional,
and adaptive skills. This classification is typically used for younger
children (ages 3-9) who exhibit delays but may not yet qualify for other
categories. Key considerations include:

- Early intervention strategies
- Individualized support plans
- Monitoring of developmental progress

Early intervention services may involve speech therapy, occupational therapy,
and tailored educational experiences to support developmental growth.

Conclusion

Understanding the 13 classifications for special education is crucial for
educators, parents, and stakeholders in developing effective support systems
for students with disabilities. Each classification represents a unique set
of challenges and requirements, emphasizing the need for tailored
interventions and supports. By recognizing the diverse needs of these
students, we can create inclusive and effective educational environments that
promote their learning and growth. The goal of special education is not only
to accommodate students' needs but also to empower them to achieve their full
potential, fostering a sense of belonging and success within the academic
community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 13 classifications for special
education under IDEA?

The 13 classifications under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) include: Specific Learning Disability, Other Health Impairment, Speech
or Language Impairment, Intellectual Disability, Emotional Disturbance,
Autism, Deafness, Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, Deaf-Blindness,
Orthopedic Impairment, Multiple Disabilities, and Traumatic Brain Injury.

How does a Specific Learning Disability (SLD) differ
from other classifications?

A Specific Learning Disability (SLD) refers to a group of disorders that
affect the ability to understand or use spoken or written language, whereas
other classifications may involve broader issues like emotional disturbances



or physical disabilities.

What is the definition of Other Health Impairment in
special education?

Other Health Impairment refers to having limited strength, vitality, or
alertness due to chronic or acute health problems, which adversely affects a
child's educational performance.

What criteria must be met for a child to be
classified under Emotional Disturbance?

To be classified under Emotional Disturbance, a child must exhibit one or
more specific characteristics over a long period of time and to a marked
degree, which negatively impacts their educational performance.

What are the key characteristics of Autism as a
classification for special education?

Key characteristics of Autism may include difficulties in social interaction,
communication challenges, and a tendency to engage in repetitive behaviors or
restricted interests.

How does the classification of Deaf-Blindness impact
educational strategies?

Students classified with Deaf-Blindness require specialized educational
strategies that address both hearing and vision impairments, often
necessitating tailored communication methods and individualized support.

What role does the Individualized Education Program
(IEP) play in special education classifications?

The Individualized Education Program (IEP) outlines specific educational
goals, services, and accommodations tailored to a child's unique needs based
on their classification under special education.

Can a child be classified under more than one
category in special education?

Yes, a child can be classified under more than one category in special
education, which is referred to as 'multiple disabilities' and requires a
comprehensive evaluation to determine appropriate services.

What is the significance of early intervention for
children classified with disabilities?

Early intervention is crucial as it can significantly improve developmental
outcomes for children with disabilities by providing support and services



during critical early years of growth and learning.

How can parents advocate for their child's
classification in special education?

Parents can advocate for their child's classification by being informed about
their rights, actively participating in the evaluation process, and
collaborating with educators to ensure appropriate support is provided.
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Discover the 13 classifications for special education and how they support diverse learning needs.
Learn more about tailored strategies for success!
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