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100 most influentials ever written encompass a vast landscape of literature, philosophy, politics,
and cultural commentary that has shaped human thought and society. From timeless classics to
modern masterpieces, these works have influenced generations and continue to resonate today. This
article will explore some of the most impactful writings throughout history, examining their themes,
significance, and lasting legacy.

The Importance of Influential Writings

Influential writings have the power to challenge norms, inspire change, and provoke thought. They
serve as a reflection of the human experience, providing insight into the complexities of life. The



works on this list have not only defined literary movements but have also acted as catalysts for social
and political change.

Criteria for Selection

When compiling the list of the 100 most influential writings, several key criteria were considered:

e Historical Impact: Works that have significantly altered the course of history or societal
norms.

e Cultural Relevance: Texts that continue to resonate in contemporary society, influencing
modern thought and culture.

e Literary Merit: Writings that demonstrate exceptional quality in terms of style, structure, and
creativity.

¢ Philosophical Depth: Works that provoke deep contemplation and exploration of
philosophical themes.

The 100 Most Influentials Ever Written

Below is a curated list of the 100 most influential writings, spanning various genres and disciplines.

1. The Bible

The Bible, a collection of sacred texts, has profoundly influenced Western culture, morality, and
religion. Its stories and teachings have shaped personal beliefs and societal values for centuries.

2. The Iliad and The Odyssey by Homer

These epic poems laid the foundation for Western literature. They explore themes of heroism, fate,
and the human condition, serving as a lens through which to view ancient Greek society.

3. The Republic by Plato

A cornerstone of Western philosophy, this dialogue addresses justice, the ideal state, and the role of
the philosopher-king, shaping political thought for millennia.



4, The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri

Dante's journey through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven offers profound insights into morality,
theology, and the human soul's quest for redemption.

5. The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels

This political pamphlet called for the overthrow of capitalist systems and has inspired countless
movements for social and economic change.

6. 1984 by George Orwell

Orwell's dystopian novel explores themes of totalitarianism, surveillance, and individuality, offering
a chilling warning about the dangers of oppressive governments.

7. Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

Austen's novel critiques societal norms surrounding class and marriage, showcasing the
complexities of human relationships and personal growth.

8. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

This poignant exploration of racial injustice in America remains a vital commentary on morality,
empathy, and the fight for social justice.

9. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald's novel critiques the American Dream, exploring themes of wealth, love, and social
stratification during the Roaring Twenties.

10. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

Salinger's coming-of-age story captures the angst and alienation of adolescence, resonating with
readers across generations.

11. The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin

Darwin's groundbreaking work on evolutionary biology revolutionized our understanding of life and
has profound implications for science and religion.



12. A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

This historical novel addresses themes of resurrection and sacrifice against the backdrop of the
French Revolution, highlighting the human capacity for change and redemption.

13. The Quran

The Quran, the holy text of Islam, has shaped the lives and beliefs of millions. Its teachings influence
ethical, legal, and cultural practices in Muslim communities worldwide.

14. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

Huxley's dystopian vision of a future society explores the dangers of technological advancement and
the loss of individuality.

15. The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Rousseau's treatise on political philosophy examines the relationship between individuals and the
state, emphasizing the importance of collective governance.

16. The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

Frank's poignant reflections during her time in hiding during World War II provide a powerful
testament to the human spirit and the impact of war on innocent lives.

17. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Twain's novel addresses issues of race and identity in America, using humor and satire to critique
societal norms.

18. War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy

This epic novel intertwines personal and historical narratives, exploring themes of fate, free will, and
the interconnectedness of human lives.

19. The Art of War by Sun Tzu

This ancient Chinese military treatise offers timeless wisdom on strategy, leadership, and conflict
resolution, extending its influence beyond military applications.

20. The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

Kafka's surreal tale of transformation delves into themes of alienation, identity, and the absurdity of
existence.



Conclusion

The 100 most influentials ever written provide a rich tapestry of thought, emotion, and insight
that transcends time and culture. These works have shaped our understanding of the world,
challenged societal norms, and inspired countless individuals to think critically about their lives and
the society they inhabit. As we continue to engage with these texts, we not only honor their legacy
but also recognize the ongoing relevance of their messages in our contemporary world.

Whether through literature, philosophy, or political discourse, the power of the written word
remains a formidable force in shaping human thought and progress. By exploring these influential
writings, we gain a deeper appreciation for the complexity of human experience and the enduring
impact of great ideas.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the '100 Most Influential' list?

The '100 Most Influential' list highlights individuals who have greatly impacted society, culture,
politics, and various fields, shaping the world in profound ways.

Who compiles the '100 Most Influential’ list?

Various organizations and publications compile these lists, including TIME magazine and other
media outlets, often based on historical impact and public recognition.

What criteria are used to determine influence in these lists?

Criteria typically include the individual's contributions to society, the scope of their impact,
historical significance, and lasting legacy.

Are the '100 Most Influential' lists updated regularly?

Yes, many lists are updated annually or periodically to reflect contemporary figures alongside
historical ones.

Can you name a few individuals commonly found on these
lists?

Individuals such as Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Albert Einstein, and Marie Curie are
often included due to their monumental contributions.

How do these lists influence public perception of historical
figures?

They shape how society views historical figures, often elevating lesser-known individuals to
prominence and encouraging discussions about their contributions.



What impact does the '100 Most Influential' list have on
education?

These lists serve as educational tools, prompting discussions in classrooms about historical
significance, leadership, and the various ways individuals can effect change.

Are there criticisms regarding the '100 Most Influential' lists?

Yes, criticisms include claims of bias, oversimplification of influence, and the exclusion of important
figures from diverse backgrounds.

Have any women been recognized in the '100 Most Influential’
lists?

Absolutely, many women such as Rosa Parks, Malala Yousafzai, and Marie Curie have been
recognized for their significant contributions to various fields and movements.
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Discover the '100 most influentials ever written' and explore their impact on society. Dive into our
comprehensive guide and learn more about these pivotal works!
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