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1996 Dodge Ram 1500 Manual Transmission represents a unique era in pickup truck history
characterized by durability, reliability, and a strong performance pedigree. The Dodge Ram series has
long been associated with rugged construction and impressive capabilities, and the 1996 model year
was no exception. This article will delve into the specifications, performance, maintenance, and owner

experiences of the 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 with a manual transmission.

Overview of the 1996 Dodge Ram 1500

The 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 was part of the second generation of Rams, which were produced from



1994 to 2001. The 1996 model was particularly significant as it showcased a blend of traditional truck
ruggedness and more modern design elements. The Ram 1500 was available in various
configurations, including different cab styles, bed lengths, and trim levels, catering to a wide range of

consumers from daily drivers to heavy-duty work vehicles.

Specifications

The 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 was offered with different engine options, notably:

- 3.9L V6 Engine: The base engine provided a decent balance of power and fuel efficiency, producing
approximately 175 horsepower and 225 Ib-ft of torque.

- 5.2L V8 Engine: This mid-range engine option produced around 230 horsepower and 300 Ib-ft of
torque, making it suitable for both towing and daily driving.

- 5.9L V8 Engine: The more powerful option available, this engine generated about 245 horsepower

and 400 Ib-ft of torque, designed for serious towing and hauling.

The manual transmission option was primarily available for the V6 and 5.2L V8 engines, while the 5.9L

V8 often came equipped with an automatic transmission.

Manual Transmission Details

The manual transmission in the 1996 Ram 1500 is a 5-speed unit, known for its reliability and direct

connection to the engine. Here are some key details:

- Gear Ratios: The 5-speed manual typically featured a 3.83:1 first gear ratio, allowing drivers to
leverage torque effectively during starts and low-speed maneuvers.

- Shifting Experience: Many owners praised the smoothness of the shifting action, with a well-defined
clutch feel that offered good feedback.

- Durability: The manual transmission was known for its robust construction, making it a popular choice



among those who preferred a more hands-on driving experience.

Performance

The combination of the manual transmission with the available engines made the 1996 Dodge Ram

1500 a versatile performer.

Driving Experience

Drivers often described the driving experience of the 1996 Ram 1500 with a manual transmission as

engaging and rewarding. The truck offered:

- Control: The ability to shift gears manually provided drivers a greater sense of control, especially
when towing heavy loads or navigating through difficult terrain.

- Acceleration: With the 5.9L V8 engine, the truck could accelerate briskly, making merging onto
highways and passing slower vehicles a breeze.

- Fuel Efficiency: The manual transmission generally provided better fuel economy compared to its

automatic counterpart, particularly in highway driving scenarios.

Towing Capacity

The 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 offered impressive towing capabilities, especially with the more powerful

engines:

- 5.2L V8 Towing Capacity: Up to 7,500 Ibs.
- 5.9L V8 Towing Capacity: Up to 8,500 Ibs.



This made the Ram 1500 a popular choice among those who needed a reliable truck for work or

recreational use.

Maintenance and Reliability

The 1996 Dodge Ram 1500, particularly with a manual transmission, was known for its longevity and

reliability when properly maintained.

Common Maintenance Practices

To keep the manual transmission and overall vehicle in good working condition, owners should

consider the following maintenance practices:

1. Regular Fluid Changes: The transmission fluid should be changed according to the manufacturer’s
recommendations, usually every 30,000 to 60,000 miles.

2. Clutch Inspection: Monitoring clutch wear and adjusting or replacing it as needed is critical to
maintaining smooth operation.

3. Checking for Leaks: Regularly inspecting for fluid leaks under the vehicle can help catch
transmission issues early.

4. Transmission Filter Replacement: If applicable, replacing the transmission filter can ensure cleaner

operation and longevity.

Common Issues

While the 1996 Ram 1500 is generally reliable, some issues reported by owners include:

- Clutch Wear: Over time, the clutch may wear out, necessitating replacement.



- Transmission Fluid Leaks: Older vehicles may experience leaks that can lead to transmission failure
if not addressed.
- Synchromesh Wear: In some cases, the synchromesh components may wear, leading to difficulty

shifting gears.

Owner Experiences and Community Feedback

Owner feedback can provide valuable insights into the real-world performance and reliability of the

1996 Dodge Ram 1500 with a manual transmission.

Positive Reviews

Many owners praised the truck for several reasons:

- Durability: Owners often reported that their trucks lasted well beyond 200,000 miles with proper care.
- Versatility: The combination of a manual transmission with various engine options allowed for a wide
range of uses, from daily driving to heavy-duty hauling.

- Affordability: The 1996 model year is often considered an affordable entry point into the used truck

market, making it accessible for many buyers.

Negative Reviews

Some common complaints included:

- Fuel Economy: While the manual generally provided better fuel economy than the automatic, some
owners still felt that fuel consumption could be improved.

- Interior Comfort: Compared to more modern trucks, some owners found the interior layout and



comfort lacking, especially on longer drives.

Conclusion

The 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 with a manual transmission holds a special place in the hearts of truck
enthusiasts and practical users alike. With its reliability, strong performance, and versatility, this truck
was well-equipped to handle various tasks while providing an enjoyable driving experience. Whether
for work or leisure, the 1996 Ram 1500 remains a compelling option for those seeking a classic pickup
truck with a manual transmission. As the automotive landscape continues to evolve, vehicles like the
1996 Ram 1500 remind us of the importance of durability and driver engagement in the world of

pickups.

Frequently Asked Questions

What type of manual transmission does the 1996 Dodge Ram 1500
use?

The 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 typically comes with a 5-speed manual transmission option, known as the

NV3500.

Is the manual transmission in the 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 reliable?

Yes, the NV3500 manual transmission is generally considered reliable, but regular maintenance is

essential for optimal performance.

What are common issues with the manual transmission in a 1996

Dodge Ram 15009

Common issues include difficulty shifting, clutch problems, and fluid leaks. Regular checks can help



prevent these issues.

How do you replace the clutch in a 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 with a

manual transmission?

To replace the clutch, you need to remove the transmission, replace the clutch disc and pressure

plate, and then reassemble everything carefully.

What is the towing capacity of a 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 with a

manual transmission?

The towing capacity varies based on engine and configuration, but it can range from 5,000 to 7,500
pounds for the manual transmission models.
Can you swap a manual transmission into a 1996 Dodge Ram 1500

that originally came with an automatic?

Yes, it is possible to swap in a manual transmission, but it requires several modifications, including

changing the pedal assembly, wiring, and possibly the driveshaft.

What is the fuel efficiency of a 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 with a

manual transmission?

The fuel efficiency for the 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 with a manual transmission is generally around

15-20 miles per gallon, depending on driving conditions.

Are there aftermarket performance parts available for the manual

transmission in a 1996 Dodge Ram 15009

Yes, there are various aftermarket performance parts available, including upgraded clutches, shifters,

and transmission fluid that can enhance performance.
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CAMERA INTEGRADA NAO APARECE MAIS NOS DISPOSITIVOS DE ...
CAMERA INTEGRADA NAO APARECE MAIS NOS DISPOSITIVOS DE IMAGEM WINDOWS 10 Tenho
um notebook Inspiron 3421 e o mesmo vem dando problemas desde a ultima ...

Webcam nao aparece no gerenciador de dispositivos?
Webcam nao aparece no gerenciador de dispositivos? Boa tarde! Estou tentando acessar a camera
do meu notebook samsung flash e nao consigo, dd msg camera ndo encontrada. Ja ...

Windows 10 = Webcam no aparece en Administrador de ...
Windows 10 = Webcam no aparece en Administrador de Dispositivos. DESDE QUE ACTUALICE MI
PC DE WINDOWS 8.1, LO BAJEA 7Y LO VOLVI A 8.1, DONDE FUNCIONABA MI ...

Windows 10 = Webcam integrada en portatil no aparece en lista ...
Windows 10 = Webcam integrada en portatil no aparece en lista de dispositivos. Desde hace unas
semanas, no sabria decir si tras la actualizacion a Windows 10, no funciona la webcam ...

Solucionar problemas da cimera, ndo aparece imagem em ...
Solucionar problemas da camera, nao aparece imagem em gravacgoes , fotos e nenhum outro
aplicativo. A Camera nao esta aparecendo nenhuma imagem, nem no google met, zoom e ...

A camera do notebook Dell nao funciona nos aplicativos Teams, ...
Nota: As cameras MIPI ndo sao suportadas no diagnostico de pré-inicializagdao. Nao ha testes
funcionais da camera e nenhuma ID de hardware ¢é listada. Isso nao indica uma falha de ...

Camera interna do computador ausente no gerenciador de ...
Jan 27, 2025 - Possuo um dell g15 5515 ryzen 7, e fui tentar usar a camera interna do notebook e o

computador nao consegue identificar a camera, e quando fui checar o gerenciador de ...

A camera nao funciona no Windows: webcams USB ou notebook
A luz da webcam estad acesa, mas nenhuma imagem é exibida. Seu computador ndo reconhece a
camera no Gerenciador de dispositivos ou em aplicativos. Mensagens de erro como "Camera ...

Solucionar problemas com a minha webcam? - Microsoft ...
Sep 6, 2024 - A minha webcam acende, mas ndo aparece a minha imagem pra participar de
reunioes, somente consigo compartilhar a minha tela de trabalho, mas nao apareco pras ...

Solucao de problemas do driver da webcam Dell no Windows
Saiba como resolver problemas da camera reinstalando ou baixando o driver de webcam integrada
da Microsoft no Windows 11. Atualizando o firmware da webcam, quando disponivel. ...

PresidentObama (u/PresidentObama) - Reddit
Aug 27, 2012 - r/TAmA ¢ I am Barack Obama, President of the United States -- AMA PresidentObama
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was Obama a good president? : r/Presidents - Reddit
Jan 4, 2023 - A friend of mine said this about Barack Obama right after he was elected in 08-- He'll

be the Jackie Robinson of presidents. Jackie Robinson was a hell of a baseball player, ...

ELI5: What exactly did Obama do to deserve the Nobel Peace ...
Contrary to popular belief, Obama was not awarded the Prize due to him being elected as a black
president and people getting "caught up in the moment". It had a lot to do with what he said ...

I am Barack Obama, President of the United States -- AMA
The mere fact that the Obama thinks that the US has the power to decide another country's well
being on the guise of "spreading democracy", I think is quite telling, and why I much more ...

Was Obama a Good President? What do you think will be his
Jul 15, 2023 - Anything beyond that will be relatively niche because, generally, he maintained the

status quo. Especially compared to his successor. I think this period will be fascinating to study ...

Thoughts on Barack Obama? : r/Presidents - Reddit
Jul 24, 2021 - Obama's Presidency was a mixed bag of Both Good, and Bad. However Obama was
able to accomplish a lot of good with Obamacare, and solving the rescission. So due to ...

Whats your opinion on Obama and his presidency? - Reddit
Barack Obama is one of the finest Americans this nation has ever produced. His presidency is among
the most unitive, consequential and restorative in American history.

Was Barrack Obama a good president? : r/AskAnAmerican - Reddit
Dec 6, 2021 - Obama was a regular president who came in at a good time where normal looked
great. Then we had Trump, now we have Biden. So yeah, typical average president. His ...

President Barack Obama and Anthony Bourdain having dinner in ...
In April 2016, Anthony Bourdain and President Barack Obama met for a meal at Bin Cha Huong
Lién, a modest noodle shop in Hanoi, Vietnam. Their casual encounter, arranged by the White ...

Which presidents were circumcised? : r/USHistory - Reddit

Maybe Warren Harding, Calvin Coolidge, and Herbert Hoover (born in 1865, 1872, and 1874). Likely
Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, and Dwight Eisenhower (born in 1882, 1884, and ...

Explore the features and benefits of the 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 manual transmission. Discover how
this classic truck delivers power and performance. Learn more!
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