
100 Things That Changed The World

100 things that changed the world encompass a wide array of inventions, ideas, movements, and
discoveries that have significantly impacted human history and shaped our modern existence. From
the wheel to the internet, these milestones have transformed societies, economies, and cultures. This
article will explore 100 of these pivotal changes, categorized into various sections for easier
understanding.

Technological Innovations

The march of technology has been relentless, leading to inventions that have revolutionized the way
we live, work, and communicate.



1. The Wheel
The invention of the wheel around 3500 BC in Mesopotamia was a breakthrough in transport and
machinery, enabling humans to move goods and people more efficiently.

2. The Printing Press
Invented by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century, the printing press made books more accessible,
fostering literacy and the spread of ideas during the Renaissance.

3. The Steam Engine
Developed in the 18th century, the steam engine powered the Industrial Revolution, transforming
industries and transportation, leading to urbanization.

4. Electricity
The harnessing of electricity in the late 19th century revolutionized daily life and industries, leading to
innovations such as the light bulb and telegraph.

5. The Telephone
Alexander Graham Bell’s invention in 1876 changed communication, allowing people to connect over
long distances instantly.

6. The Automobile
The mass production of cars in the early 20th century drastically altered transportation, urban
planning, and economies worldwide.

7. The Airplane
Wright brothers’ flight in 1903 opened up global travel and commerce, shrinking the world and
fostering cultural exchange.

8. The Computer
The development of computers from the mid-20th century onward revolutionized information
processing and storage, impacting every aspect of modern life.

9. The Internet
Emerging in the late 20th century, the internet has transformed communication, commerce, and
access to information, creating a global village.



10. Mobile Technology
The introduction of smartphones has revolutionized communication and access to information,
allowing people to connect anytime, anywhere.

Scientific Discoveries

Scientific advancements have shaped our understanding of the universe and led to groundbreaking
developments in medicine and technology.

11. The Theory of Evolution
Charles Darwin's theory provided a scientific explanation for the diversity of life, influencing biology
and our understanding of human origins.

12. Germ Theory
The establishment of germ theory in the 19th century transformed medicine by identifying
microorganisms as the cause of disease, leading to improved sanitation and healthcare.

13. Penicillin
Discovered by Alexander Fleming in 1928, penicillin revolutionized medicine by providing an effective
treatment for bacterial infections.

14. The Structure of DNA
The discovery of the double helix structure by Watson and Crick in 1953 laid the foundation for
modern genetics and biotechnology.

15. Vaccination
Edward Jenner’s smallpox vaccine in the late 18th century pioneered immunology, saving millions of
lives and combating infectious diseases.

16. The Theory of Relativity
Albert Einstein's theory changed the way we understand space, time, and gravity, influencing physics
and cosmology.



17. Quantum Mechanics
The development of quantum mechanics in the early 20th century revolutionized physics and led to
technological innovations like semiconductors.

18. The Heliocentric Model
Nicolaus Copernicus' model challenged the geocentric view of the universe, laying the groundwork for
modern astronomy.

19. Plate Tectonics
The acceptance of plate tectonics theory in the 20th century revolutionized geology, providing
insights into earthquakes, volcanoes, and continental drift.

20. The Human Genome Project
Completed in 2003, this international project mapped all the genes in the human genome, opening
new avenues in medicine and genetics.

Social Movements

Social movements have played a crucial role in shaping societies, advocating for rights, equality, and
justice.

21. The Abolition Movement
The movement to end slavery in the 19th century led to significant social and political changes
worldwide, promoting human rights and equality.

22. Women's Suffrage
The fight for women's right to vote in the late 19th and early 20th centuries marked a pivotal moment
in gender equality.

23. Civil Rights Movement
In the 1960s, this movement in the United States sought to end racial segregation and discrimination,
leading to landmark legislation and social change.



24. The LGBTQ+ Rights Movement
Advocating for the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals, this movement has led to significant legal and social
progress around the world.

25. Environmentalism
Emerging in the mid-20th century, environmentalism has raised awareness about ecological issues,
leading to policy changes and conservation efforts.

26. The Anti-Apartheid Movement
This global campaign against apartheid in South Africa led to the end of racial segregation and the
establishment of a democratic government.

27. The Disability Rights Movement
Advocating for the rights of individuals with disabilities, this movement has led to increased
accessibility and legal protections.

28. The Labor Movement
The fight for workers' rights in the late 19th and early 20th centuries resulted in better working
conditions, wages, and labor laws.

29. The MeToo Movement
This contemporary movement against sexual harassment and assault has sparked global
conversations about gender equality and accountability.

30. The Anti-Globalization Movement
Emerging in the late 20th century, this movement critiques global economic policies and advocates
for social justice and environmental sustainability.

Art and Culture

Cultural innovations and artistic movements have profoundly influenced societies, shaping identities
and worldviews.



31. The Renaissance
This cultural movement in Europe during the 14th to 17th centuries revived classical learning and art,
influencing literature, philosophy, and science.

32. The Enlightenment
An intellectual movement in the 17th and 18th centuries that emphasized reason, individualism, and
skepticism of tradition, laying the groundwork for modern democracy.

33. The Industrial Design Movement
Emerging in the late 19th century, this movement focused on functional and aesthetic design,
influencing consumer products.

34. The Abstract Art Movement
Developing in the early 20th century, abstract art challenged traditional representation, influencing
various art forms and cultural expression.

35. The Digital Revolution
The rise of digital technology transformed art, music, and literature, leading to new forms of
expression and distribution.

36. Hip-Hop Culture
Emerging in the 1970s, hip-hop has influenced music, fashion, and social movements, becoming a
global phenomenon.

37. The Feminist Art Movement
This movement in the 20th century sought to address gender inequalities in the art world, influencing
artistic expression and representation.

38. The Globalization of Cuisine
The exchange of culinary traditions across cultures has enriched global cuisine, promoting cultural
understanding and appreciation.

39. The Rise of Social Media
Social media platforms have transformed communication, self-expression, and activism, impacting
social dynamics and relationships.



40. The Streaming Revolution
The advent of streaming services has changed how we consume entertainment, influencing the film
and music industries.

Political Developments

Political changes and ideologies have shaped nations and international relations, impacting
governance and society.

41. Democracy
The development of democratic governance has allowed for greater representation and participation
in political processes.

42. The United Nations
Founded in 1945, the UN has played a critical role in fostering international cooperation and
addressing global challenges.

43. The Cold War
The geopolitical tensions between the U.S. and the Soviet Union shaped global politics and conflicts
for decades.

44. The European Union
The formation of the EU has fostered economic and political integration among European nations,
promoting peace and cooperation.

45. The Arab Spring
This series of protests in the early 2010s sought democratic reforms in the Arab world, leading to
significant political changes.

46. The Rise of China
China's emergence as a global superpower has shifted economic and political dynamics worldwide.

47. The War on Terror
Initiated in the early 2000s, this global campaign has influenced international relations and security
policies.



48. The Brexit Movement
The United Kingdom's decision to leave the EU has reshaped political landscapes and discussions
about nationalism and sovereignty.

49. The Global Refugee Crisis
Ongoing conflicts and crises

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some examples of inventions that dramatically
changed communication?
Inventions such as the telephone, the internet, and the printing press fundamentally transformed how
people communicate, making information more accessible and connecting individuals across vast
distances.

How did the discovery of penicillin impact global health?
The discovery of penicillin by Alexander Fleming in 1928 revolutionized medicine by introducing
antibiotics, drastically reducing mortality rates from bacterial infections and paving the way for
modern pharmaceuticals.

What role did the steam engine play in the Industrial
Revolution?
The steam engine was a key driver of the Industrial Revolution, enabling efficient transportation and
mechanization in factories, which significantly increased production capacity and economic growth.

Which technological advancement has most influenced
modern education?
The advent of the internet has transformed education by providing access to vast resources,
facilitating online learning, and enabling global collaboration among students and educators.

How did the introduction of the vaccine change public health
policies?
The introduction of vaccines has been pivotal in controlling and eradicating diseases, leading to the
establishment of public health policies focused on immunization programs that protect populations
from outbreaks.
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各年龄段血压正常范围是多少? - 知乎
按照年龄来看的话： 一般青少年的血压应该是高压120nnHg，低压80mmHg， 30岁到50岁的血压，应该保持在高压140，低压90左右， 年龄在大一点的血压也应该保
持在高压150，低压100之内。 导致血压升高的原因： 高血压主要分为两种：原发性高血压及继发性高血压。

知乎 - 有问题，就会有答案
知乎，中文互联网高质量的问答社区和创作者聚集的原创内容平台，于 2011 年 1 月正式上线，以「让人们更好的分享知识、经验和见解，找到自己的解答」为品牌使命。知乎凭借认真、
专业、友善的社区氛围、独特的产品机制以及结构化和易获得的优质内容，聚集了中文互联网科技、商业、 …

Excel函数公式大全 (图文详解)
Feb 19, 2025 · number1 （必需参数）要相加的第一个数字。 可以是具体数字，也可以是单元格引用或者单元格区域。

高中生艺术素养自我评价怎么写。_百度知道
高中生艺术素养自我评价 我深知艺术不仅是审美，更是个人情感表达与理解世界的独特方式。在过去的几年里，我积极投身于各类艺术活动，不断提升自己的艺术素养。 一、艺术兴趣与实践 我
对艺术怀有浓厚的兴趣，尤其是绘画和音乐。我学习绘画，不仅是因为其美感，更是因为通过画 …

同比和环比的区别计算公式是什么？_百度知道
同比和环比的区别计算公式是什么？ 一、同比增长计算公式：1、同比增长率＝（本期数－同期数）÷ |同期数｜×100%例子：去年3月的产值100万，今年3月的产值300万，同
比增长是怎么算的？ 是同比增长200%？ 还是同比增长3

综合素质评价学业水平怎么写？_百度知道
Oct 2, 2024 · 综合素质评价学业水平报告应该围绕以下几个方面来写：学业成绩、学习态度、学习方法和学习成效。以下是具体的写法解释： 综合素质评价学业水平报告可以这样写：
一、学业成绩方面 本人成绩稳定在班级前列，各科目均衡发展，数学和英语成绩尤为突出。不仅课堂知识掌握得当，对课外知识的 ...

清华附小小学1-6年级课外必读读物推荐（2025年更新，点击书名 …
Feb 5, 2025 · 家有二宝就读于此，这所学校很重视阅读，学校也会推荐大家一些阅读书目（每年更新），虽然有些推荐是必读的，但孩子精力有限，也不能每本都读，于是研究整理了
一下这些书目，点击每本书名可以查看详细介绍，希望通过分享，您少走点弯路，有需要的家长可以参考一下！

400道家常菜合集，有荤有素，做法简单又美味，一月不重样
Oct 10, 2023 · 今天分享一套很实用的400道家常菜谱，照着做既简单又省事，荤素搭配营养也均衡！

月更！2025年7月鼠标入门及选购推荐（含无线鼠标、游戏鼠标）
Jul 21, 2025 · 100元以下 玄派 玄熊猫 P2 Lite / VXE 蜻蜓 R1 SE / 英菲克IN6青春版 / ATK A9 SE 百元内入门首选的几款无线三模鼠标，均是
当前百元一下档位鼠标的最高配置（PAW3311或者3395SE）。 由于G补的存在，到手价均在80元左右。 打游戏、办公均可，都非常推荐！

高中生综合素质评价劳动与实践怎么写？ - 百度知道
Sep 11, 2024 · 高中生综合素质评价劳动与实践怎么写？1. 劳动技能：通过参与学校的劳动课程和社会实践活动，我掌握了一定的劳动技能。在学校的劳动课上，我学会了园艺、木
工制作和基本的电器维修等技能。在家庭中，我也积极参与家

各年龄段血压正常范围是多少? - 知乎
按照年龄来看的话： 一般青少年的血压应该是高压120nnHg，低压80mmHg， 30岁到50岁的血压，应该保持在高压140，低压90左右， 年龄在大一点的血压也应该保
持在高压150，低压100之 …
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