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MOVIE VIEWING GUIDE

13 Days movie questions my ccsd answers is a phrase that resonates with
students and educators alike, particularly in the context of a comprehensive
study of the historical events surrounding the Cuban Missile Crisis. The film
"13 Days," directed by Roger Donaldson and released in 2000, provides a
gripping portrayal of the intense political and military tensions that
unfolded during this critical moment in history. As part of the curriculum,
students often engage with the film through questions and discussions,
particularly in the Clark County School District (CCSD) and similar
educational frameworks. This article aims to explore common questions related
to the film, providing informative answers that enhance understanding of the
historical context, themes, and implications of the events depicted.

Understanding the Historical Context

The Cuban Missile Crisis, which occurred in October 1962, was a pivotal
moment during the Cold War. It represented a direct confrontation between the
United States and the Soviet Union and brought the world to the brink of
nuclear war. "13 Days" focuses on the role of President John F. Kennedy and
his administration as they navigated this perilous situation.

Key Events Leading to the Crisis

To understand the film fully, it is essential to grasp the events leading up



to the Cuban Missile Crisis. Here are the critical developments:

1. Bay of Pigs Invasion (1961): A failed military invasion of Cuba by CIA-
sponsored paramilitary group Brigade 2506, aiming to overthrow Fidel
Castro.

2. Soviet Missile Deployment: In response to the invasion, the USSR began
installing nuclear missiles in Cuba, posing a direct threat to the U.S.

3. Discovery of Missiles: U.S. reconnaissance flights revealed the presence
of Soviet missiles in Cuba, prompting an urgent response from the
Kennedy administration.

4. Naval Blockade: Kennedy opted for a naval blockade (termed a
"quarantine") to prevent further shipments of military equipment to
Cuba.

5. Negotiations and Resolution: After tense negotiations, the crisis was
resolved with the removal of Soviet missiles from Cuba and the U.S.
commitment not to invade Cuba.

Common Questions About "13 Days"

Students often have various questions when analyzing "13 Days" in the context
of their studies. Below are some frequently asked questions, along with
detailed answers that reflect both the film and the historical events it
portrays.

1. Who are the main characters in "13 Days," and
what roles do they play?

The film features several key figures:

e John F. Kennedy: The 35th President of the United States, portrayed by
Bruce Greenwood, who grapples with the pressures of leadership during
the crisis.

e Robert F. Kennedy: The President's younger brother and Attorney General,
played by Steven Culp, who serves as a crucial advisor and confidant.

e Adlai Stevenson: The U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, portrayed by
Dylan Baker, who plays a vital role in diplomatic efforts.



e McGeorge Bundy: The National Security Advisor, depicted by Kevin
Costner, who helps formulate strategies to deal with the crisis.

e General Maxwell Taylor: The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
portrayed by Larry Hagman, who represents military concerns and options.

2. What are the major themes presented in the film?

"13 Days" explores several significant themes:

Leadership: The film emphasizes the importance of decisive and
thoughtful leadership in times of crisis.

Communication: Effective communication within the U.S. government and
with foreign powers is portrayed as crucial for conflict resolution.

Fear and Courage: The film illustrates the tension between fear of
nuclear war and the courage required to make difficult decisions.

Consequences of War: It highlights the potential consequences of
military action versus diplomacy.

3. How does the film depict the decision-making
process during the crisis?

The film meticulously portrays the high-stakes decision-making process within
Kennedy's inner circle. Key aspects include:

1. Executive Committee of the National Security Council (ExComm): The film
shows meetings where various options are debated, reflecting the
complexity of the situation.

2. Advisors’ Opinions: Different perspectives are presented, showcasing the
tensions between military action and diplomatic negotiations.

3. Time Pressure: The urgency of the situation is palpable, emphasizing the
need for quick yet careful deliberation.



4. What role did the media play during the Cuban
Missile Crisis as portrayed in the film?

In "13 Days," the media's role is illustrated as both a tool for information
dissemination and a source of public anxiety. Key points include:

e Information Control: The Kennedy administration's efforts to manage the
flow of information to prevent panic among the public.

e Public Perception: The film shows how media coverage can influence
public opinion and government actions during a crisis.

e Television as a News Medium: The emergence of television as a primary
source of news during the crisis is highlighted, reflecting its growing
influence on American society.

Analyzing "13 Days" in an Educational Context

For students in the Clark County School District and elsewhere, analyzing "13
Days" can enhance understanding of not only the specific events of the Cuban
Missile Crisis but also broader themes related to governance, conflict
resolution, and historical memory.

Classroom Activities and Discussions

Educators can use the film to foster engagement and critical thinking through
various activities:

1. Group Discussions: Facilitate discussions on the ethical implications of
decision-making during the crisis.

2. Debates: Organize debates on the effectiveness of Kennedy's approach
versus alternative strategies.

3. Research Projects: Assign research projects on the key figures depicted
in the film and their real-life contributions to the crisis resolution.



Conclusion

"13 Days" serves as more than just a cinematic retelling of a historical
event; it is a rich resource for educational exploration of leadership,
ethics, and the complexities of international relations. By engaging with the
film through focused questions and discussions, students can deepen their
understanding of the Cuban Missile Crisis and its lasting impact on global
politics. The answers to questions about the film and its historical context
provide a foundation for meaningful dialogue and reflection, helping to shape
informed citizens who can appreciate the nuances of historical events.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the movie '13 Days'?

The main theme of '13 Days' is the intense political and military tension
during the Cuban Missile Crisis, highlighting the importance of diplomacy and
decision-making in crisis situations.

Who directed the movie '13 Days'?

The movie '13 Days' was directed by Roger Donaldson.

Which historical event does '13 Days' focus on?

The film focuses on the Cuban Missile Crisis that occurred in October 1962.

What role does Kevin Costner play in '13 Days'?

Kevin Costner plays the role of Kenneth 0'Donnell, a special assistant to
President John F. Kennedy.

How does the film portray the relationship between
President Kennedy and his advisors?

The film portrays a close and often tense relationship between President
Kennedy and his advisors, emphasizing the challenges they faced in making
critical decisions under pressure.

What was a significant decision made during the
Cuban Missile Crisis as depicted in the film?

A significant decision depicted in the film was President Kennedy's choice to
impose a naval blockade around Cuba instead of opting for an immediate
military strike.



How does '13 Days' illustrate the concept of 'the
fog of war'?

The film illustrates 'the fog of war' by showing the confusion and
uncertainty faced by the U.S. government as they navigated incomplete
information and varying perspectives during the crisis.

What impact did '13 Days' have on public
understanding of the Cuban Missile Crisis?

The film helped to enhance public understanding of the Cuban Missile Crisis
by dramatizing the events and decisions that shaped U.S. foreign policy
during a critical moment in history.
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