
2009 International Existing Building Code

2009 International Existing Building Code (IEBC) represents a significant
advancement in the regulation and management of existing buildings. This code
was developed to facilitate the safe alteration, repair, and change of use of
existing structures while maintaining the integrity and safety of those
buildings. The IEBC is part of the International Code Council's (ICC) suite
of codes, which includes the International Building Code (IBC) and
International Residential Code (IRC), aiming to create a comprehensive
regulatory framework for construction and building safety.

Overview of the 2009 IEBC

The 2009 International Existing Building Code addresses the unique challenges
posed by existing buildings, which often do not comply with current standards
due to their age, design, or construction methods. The code provides



guidelines for evaluating existing structures and determining what
modifications can be made without compromising safety or performance.

Key features of the 2009 IEBC include:

- Flexibility: The code recognizes that existing buildings may have
historical or architectural significance and allows for modifications that
balance modernization with preservation.
- Safety and Performance: It emphasizes ensuring that any alterations made to
existing buildings do not negatively impact their structural integrity, fire
safety, or accessibility.
- Adaptability: The code offers provisions that can be tailored to the
specific conditions and needs of different types of existing buildings,
whether they are residential, commercial, or industrial.

Structure of the 2009 IEBC

The 2009 IEBC is organized into several key chapters, each addressing
different aspects of existing buildings. Understanding the structure of the
code is essential for architects, builders, and property owners who work with
existing structures.

Chapter 1: Scope and Administration

This chapter outlines the purpose of the IEBC and its applicability. It
defines the types of existing buildings covered under the code and
establishes the administrative procedures for compliance. Key points include:

- The code applies to buildings that were constructed before the adoption of
the current building codes.
- It outlines the responsibilities of building officials and the processes
for obtaining permits for modifications.

Chapter 2: Definitions

In this chapter, the IEBC provides clear definitions for terms used
throughout the code. This section is crucial for ensuring that all parties
involved in building modifications have a common understanding of the
terminology.

Chapter 3: Compliance Methods

The heart of the 2009 IEBC lies in its compliance methods, which are
categorized into three primary approaches:

1. Prescriptive Method: This method outlines specific requirements that must
be followed for alterations and repairs. It provides clear guidelines on what
is required to meet code compliance.

2. Performance Method: This approach allows for alternative solutions based
on performance-based criteria. It enables designers to demonstrate that their



proposed modifications will achieve equivalent safety and performance levels
as required by the prescriptive method.

3. Work Area Method: This method focuses on the specific areas of a building
being altered or repaired. It allows for a more targeted approach, ensuring
that only the work area is brought up to current code requirements while
leaving unaffected areas in their existing state.

Chapter 4: Change of Occupancy

This chapter addresses buildings that are undergoing a change in use. When an
existing building is repurposed, it may require upgrades to meet the safety
standards for the new occupancy. Key considerations include:

- Evaluating the building's current condition and determining necessary
upgrades.
- Ensuring compliance with accessibility standards and life safety
requirements.

Chapter 5: Repairs

Repairs are often necessary in the maintenance of existing buildings. This
chapter provides guidance on the types of repairs that can be made without
triggering full compliance with the current building code. It includes:

- Criteria for determining when repairs are needed.
- Guidelines for ensuring that repairs do not adversely affect the building's
safety or performance.

Chapter 6: Alterations

Alterations involve modifications to existing buildings, which can range from
minor cosmetic changes to significant structural upgrades. This chapter
outlines:

- Requirements for various types of alterations and the corresponding
compliance methods.
- Considerations for fire safety, structural integrity, and accessibility
during the alteration process.

Chapter 7: Historic Buildings

Recognizing the importance of preserving historical structures, this chapter
provides specific guidelines for the alteration of historic buildings. Key
points include:

- Flexibility in compliance requirements to accommodate preservation efforts.
- Emphasis on maintaining the building's historical integrity while ensuring
safety.



Benefits of the 2009 IEBC

The implementation of the 2009 International Existing Building Code offers
numerous benefits for various stakeholders, including architects, builders,
property owners, and communities.

1. Encouragement of Renovation and Rehabilitation

The 2009 IEBC encourages the renovation and rehabilitation of existing
buildings, which can lead to the revitalization of communities. By providing
a clear framework for modifications, the code promotes the reuse of
structures rather than their demolition, supporting sustainability and
reducing waste.

2. Enhanced Safety Standards

By outlining specific requirements for repairs, alterations, and changes of
occupancy, the IEBC helps ensure that existing buildings are brought up to
reasonable safety standards. This enhances the overall safety of the built
environment for occupants and visitors.

3. Preservation of Cultural Heritage

The code's provisions for historic buildings help preserve architectural and
cultural heritage. By allowing for modifications that respect the historical
significance of structures, the IEBC enables communities to maintain their
unique character while accommodating modern needs.

4. Flexibility for Property Owners

The flexibility offered by the IEBC allows property owners to customize their
renovations based on specific circumstances. This adaptability can lead to
innovative design solutions that meet both aesthetic and functional needs.

Conclusion

The 2009 International Existing Building Code is a crucial tool in the
management of existing structures, balancing safety, performance, and
preservation. By providing a structured approach to renovations and
modifications, the IEBC facilitates the continued use and enhancement of
older buildings while ensuring they meet modern safety standards. As
communities seek to maintain their architectural heritage and adapt to
changing needs, the 2009 IEBC will play an essential role in guiding these
efforts effectively and responsibly.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 2009 International
Existing Building Code (IEBC)?
The 2009 IEBC provides guidelines for the repair, alteration, and change of
occupancy of existing buildings, ensuring that safety and health standards
are maintained while accommodating renovation and preservation.

How does the 2009 IEBC differ from the International
Building Code (IBC)?
While the IBC sets standards for new construction, the 2009 IEBC specifically
addresses the unique challenges and requirements of existing buildings,
offering more flexible options for compliance based on the building's
condition and occupancy.

What are the key compliance options provided in the
2009 IEBC for existing buildings?
The 2009 IEBC offers several compliance options, including the Prescriptive
Method, Performance Method, and the Work Area Method, allowing building
owners to choose the approach that best fits their renovation project.

Does the 2009 IEBC apply to historic buildings?
Yes, the 2009 IEBC includes provisions for historic buildings, aiming to
balance preservation with necessary upgrades to meet safety and accessibility
standards.

What is the significance of the term 'substantial
improvement' in the context of the 2009 IEBC?
'Substantial improvement' refers to renovations that exceed a certain
percentage of the building's market value, triggering the need to bring the
entire building up to current code standards, as outlined in the 2009 IEBC.
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