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2008 Ford Focus Manual is an essential resource for owners and enthusiasts of this compact car.
The 2008 Ford Focus stands out in its class for its blend of performance, comfort, and fuel efficiency.
This article will explore the features of the 2008 Ford Focus, its specifications, maintenance tips,
common issues, and the importance of having a manual for this vehicle.

Overview of the 2008 Ford Focus

The 2008 Ford Focus is part of the second generation of the Focus line, which was first introduced
in 2000. This iteration of the Focus was received well due to its responsive handling, spacious
interior, and competitive fuel economy. The car was available in multiple body styles, including a
sedan, coupe, and hatchback, appealing to a wide range of consumers.



Trims and Variants

The 2008 Ford Focus comes in several trims, each offering different features and options. The main
trims include:

1. S: The base model, which offers essential features.

2. SE: Adds more comfort and convenience features.

3. SEL: Offers additional luxury items and upgraded audio.

4. SES: The sportier variant, which includes performance enhancements.

Each trim level comes with a variety of optional features, allowing buyers to customize their vehicles
to suit their preferences.

Engine and Performance

The 2008 Ford Focus is equipped with a standard 2.0L four-cylinder engine, producing 143
horsepower and 136 lb-ft of torque. The engine is paired with either a five-speed manual
transmission or a four-speed automatic transmission, providing smooth power delivery and ease of
driving.

Fuel Economy

One of the key selling points of the 2008 Ford Focus is its fuel efficiency. The EPA rates the fuel
economy for the manual transmission at approximately:

- 25 mpg in the city
- 35 mpg on the highway

For the automatic transmission, the ratings are slightly lower:

- 24 mpg in the city
- 33 mpg on the highway

This level of efficiency makes the Focus a practical choice for daily commuting and longer road trips.

Interior Features and Comfort

The interior of the 2008 Ford Focus is designed with practicality and comfort in mind. The cabin is
spacious for a compact car, offering ample legroom and headroom for both front and rear
passengers.



Interior Design and Layout

The interior features include:
- Comfortable seating: Standard cloth upholstery with available leather in higher trims.
- User-friendly controls: Easy-to-reach buttons and knobs for audio and climate control.

- Ample cargo space: The sedan offers 13.8 cubic feet of trunk space, while the hatchback provides
even more versatility.

Technology and Entertainment

Standard technology features include:

- AM/FM radio

- CD player

- Optional MP3 compatibility

- Available satellite radio and premium sound systems in higher trims

These features ensure that drivers and passengers can enjoy their favorite music and stay connected
on the go.

Safety Ratings and Features

Safety is a priority in the 2008 Ford Focus, and it comes equipped with several features aimed at
protecting occupants.

Standard Safety Features

Some of the standard safety features include:

- Front airbags for the driver and passenger

- Side-impact airbags

- Anti-lock brakes (ABS)

- Electronic stability control (available in higher trims)

The 2008 Ford Focus received commendable safety ratings, which adds to its appeal as a family-
friendly vehicle.

Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance is crucial to ensuring the longevity and reliability of the 2008 Ford Focus. The
owner's manual serves as a comprehensive guide for maintenance schedules and procedures.



Regular Maintenance Tasks

Key maintenance tasks include:

1. Oil changes: Recommended every 5,000 to 7,500 miles.

2. Tire rotations: Every 5,000 to 7,500 miles.

3. Brake inspections: At least once a year or more frequently if you notice any issues.

4. Fluid checks: Regularly check and top off coolant, transmission fluid, brake fluid, and windshield
washer fluid.

5. Battery maintenance: Inspect battery terminals for corrosion and ensure tight connections.

By adhering to these maintenance tasks, owners can keep their Focus running smoothly for years to
come.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

While the 2008 Ford Focus is generally reliable, some common issues have been reported by
owners. Knowing these can help you troubleshoot problems effectively.

1. Transmission troubles: Some owners have reported issues with the automatic transmission.
Regular fluid changes can help mitigate these problems.

2. Suspension noise: Worn bushings or struts may cause noise over bumps. Regular inspections can
help identify these issues early.

3. Electrical problems: Some drivers have experienced issues with the electrical system, such as
malfunctioning power windows or locks.

For any persistent issues, consulting the owner's manual for troubleshooting steps or seeking
professional assistance is recommended.

Importance of the 2008 Ford Focus Manual

The 2008 Ford Focus manual is an invaluable resource for owners. It provides detailed information
on various aspects of the vehicle, including:

- Specifications: Detailed information about engine types, dimensions, and capacities.
- Maintenance schedules: Guidance on when to perform specific maintenance tasks.

- Troubleshooting guides: Solutions for common issues that may arise.

- Safety information: Important safety features and how to use them effectively.

Having the manual on hand allows owners to better understand their vehicle and take proactive
steps in its maintenance and care.



Conclusion

The 2008 Ford Focus Manual is more than just a guide; it is a key to unlocking the full potential of
this compact car. With its impressive combination of performance, comfort, and fuel economy, the
2008 Ford Focus remains a popular choice among drivers. By following the maintenance tips and
utilizing the manual, owners can ensure that their Focus remains a reliable and enjoyable vehicle for
years to come. Whether you are a first-time owner or a seasoned enthusiast, having a comprehensive
understanding of your vehicle is crucial to maximizing your driving experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key specifications of the 2008 Ford Focus
manual transmission?

The 2008 Ford Focus with a manual transmission typically features a 2.0L 4-cylinder engine,
producing around 140 horsepower and 136 lb-ft of torque, paired with a 5-speed manual gearbox.

How does the fuel economy of the 2008 Ford Focus manual
compare to the automatic version?

The 2008 Ford Focus manual transmission generally offers slightly better fuel economy, averaging
around 25 mpg in the city and 35 mpg on the highway, whereas the automatic version averages
about 24 mpg in the city and 33 mpg on the highway.

What are common issues reported with the 2008 Ford Focus
manual transmission?

Common issues may include difficulty shifting gears, clutch wear, and transmission fluid leaks. It's
important to check the clutch and transmission fluid regularly to avoid major problems.

Is the 2008 Ford Focus manual a good choice for new drivers?

Yes, the 2008 Ford Focus manual is often recommended for new drivers due to its compact size,
manageable handling, and the learning opportunity it provides for mastering manual driving skills.

What type of maintenance does a 2008 Ford Focus manual
transmission require?

Regular maintenance includes checking and changing the transmission fluid, inspecting the clutch
for wear, and ensuring the shifter and linkage are properly adjusted to maintain smooth operation.

What should I look for when buying a used 2008 Ford Focus
manual?

When buying a used model, inspect for signs of clutch wear, check if the manual transmission shifts
smoothly, review the service history for regular maintenance, and look for any leaks or unusual



noises during a test drive.

How does the 2008 Ford Focus manual perform in terms of
handling and driving experience?

The 2008 Ford Focus manual is known for its responsive handling, providing a fun driving
experience with precise steering and a balanced ride, making it suitable for both city driving and
open roads.
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