131 Christians Everyone Should Know

131 Christians Everyone Should Know is a remarkable concept that highlights the lives and
contributions of influential Christian figures throughout history. These individuals, spanning various
denominations, cultures, and time periods, have significantly impacted Christianity and the world at
large. This article aims to explore some of these remarkable Christians, showcasing their teachings,
accomplishments, and lasting legacy.

Historical Figures

Throughout the centuries, many Christians have played pivotal roles in shaping the faith and society.
Here are some notable historical figures:



1. St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

- A theologian and philosopher whose writings influenced Western Christianity.
- Known for his works "Confessions" and "The City of God."
- His thoughts on original sin and grace shaped Christian doctrine.

2. Martin Luther (1483-1546)

- A key figure in the Protestant Reformation.
- Authored the Ninety-Five Theses, challenging church practices.
- His translation of the Bible into German made scripture accessible to the laity.

3. John Calvin (1509-1564)

- A principal figure in the development of Calvinism.
- Established a theocratic government in Geneva.
- His writings, particularly "Institutes of the Christian Religion," remain influential.

4. Thomas More (1478-1535)

- An English lawyer, social philosopher, and statesman.
- Known for his book "Utopia," which critiques contemporary society.
- Executed for refusing to accept King Henry VIiI's supremacy over the Church.

Modern Evangelists and Missionaries

The 19th and 20th centuries saw the rise of numerous evangelists and missionaries who spread
Christianity across the globe.

5. William Carey (1761-1834)

- Known as the "father of modern missions."
- Translated the Bible into several Indian languages.
- Advocated for social reforms, including the abolition of sati (widow burning).

6. Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)

- Founder of the China Inland Mission.
- Adopted Chinese dress and customs to better connect with locals.
- His work opened up China to Christian missions.



7. Billy Graham (1918-2018)

- A prominent evangelist known for his crusades around the world.
- Preached to millions through live events and television broadcasts.
- Advocated for civil rights and spoke out against racial segregation.

Influential Theologians

Theologians have profoundly shaped Christian thought and practice.

8. Karl Barth (1886-1968)

- Swiss theologian known for his work in neo-orthodoxy.
- Emphasized the transcendence of God and the centrality of Christ.
- His multi-volume "Church Dogmatics" is a significant theological work.

9. C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)

- An author and Christian apologist known for "Mere Christianity" and "The Chronicles of Narnia."
- His writings address faith in an accessible manner.
- His works continue to influence Christian thought and popular culture.

10. N.T. Wright (1940-present)

- A contemporary theologian and former Bishop of Durham.
- Known for his work on the historical Jesus and Pauline theology.
- His extensive writings include "Simply Jesus" and "The Resurrection of the Son of God."

Women in Christianity

Women have played crucial roles throughout Christian history, often overcoming significant obstacles.

11. Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179)

- A mystic, composer, and philosopher.
- Known for her visions and contributions to music and medicine.
- Her works remain influential in Christian spirituality.

12. Mother Teresa (1910-1997)

- Founded the Missionaries of Charity, serving the poorest of the poor.
- Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her humanitarian work.



- Her life exemplified Christian love and service.

13. Sojourner Truth (1797-1883)

- An African-American abolitionist and women's rights activist.
- Known for her speech "Ain't | a Woman?" emphasizing racial and gender equality.
- Her Christian faith motivated her activism.

Contemporary Influencers

In modern times, many Christians have made significant impacts through various means, from politics
to arts.

14. Desmond Tutu (1931-2021)

- A South African Anglican bishop and social rights activist.
- Advocated for nonviolent resistance against apartheid.
- Received the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts in promoting reconciliation.

15. Pope Francis (1936-present)

- The first pope from the Americas and the Southern Hemisphere.
- Known for his focus on social justice, care for the environment, and interfaith dialogue.
- His encyclicals, such as "Laudato Si'," address pressing global issues.

16. Tim Keller (1950-present)

- A pastor and author known for his work in urban ministry.
- Founder of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City.
- His books, including "The Reason for God," engage skeptics and believers alike.

Christian Artists and Writers

Art and literature have been vital in expressing and disseminating Christian ideas.

17. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

- A composer whose works reflect his deep Christian faith.
- Many of his compositions, like the "Mass in B Minor," are infused with theological themes.
- His music continues to inspire worship and devotion.



18. John Milton (1608-1674)

- A poet best known for "Paradise Lost," an epic poem exploring themes of sin and redemption.
- His writings reflect deep theological insights and a commitment to liberty.
- Milton's work has influenced countless writers and thinkers.

19. Flannery O'Connor (1925-1964)

- A Southern Gothic writer known for her short stories and novels.
- Her works often explore themes of faith, grace, and morality.
- O'Connor's unique voice has left a lasting mark on American literature.

Social Reformers and Activists

Many Christians have dedicated their lives to advocating for social justice and reform.

20. Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968)

- A civil rights leader who advocated for nonviolent protest.
- His Christian faith inspired his commitment to justice and peace.
- Known for his "I Have a Dream" speech, promoting equality and unity.

21. William Wilberforce (1759-1833)

- A British politician and social reformer who campaigned against the slave trade.
- His efforts led to the passage of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act.
- Wilberforce's faith motivated his lifelong dedication to social justice.

22. Dorothy Day (1897-1980)

- Co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement, emphasizing hospitality and social justice.
- Advocated for the rights of the poor and workers.
- Her life reflects a deep commitment to living out the Gospel.

Summary and Conclusion

The lives of these 131 Christians everyone should know illustrate the profound impact individuals can
have on faith, society, and culture. From theologians and artists to social reformers and evangelists,
each of these figures has left a legacy that continues to inspire and challenge contemporary
believers. Their stories remind us of the diverse expressions of faith and the ongoing call to live out
the principles of Christianity in our daily lives. By learning about these individuals, we can better
understand our shared history and the ways in which faith can shape the world.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the most influential Christian theologian in
history?

St. Augustine of Hippo is often regarded as the most influential Christian theologian, known for his
works such as 'Confessions' and 'The City of God,' which shaped Western Christianity.

Which Christian figure is famous for his role in the Protestant
Reformation?

Martin Luther is known for initiating the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century by posting his '95
Theses,' challenging the practices of the Catholic Church.

Who was the first female Christian author to gain widespread
recognition?

Julian of Norwich, a 14th-century mystic, is one of the first female Christian writers, known for her
book 'Revelations of Divine Love," which explores themes of God's love and mercy.

Which Christian martyr is often referenced in discussions of
faith and sacrifice?

St. Stephen, recognized as the first Christian martyr, is known for his unwavering faith and ultimate
sacrifice, as detailed in the Acts of the Apostles.

Who is a prominent modern Christian leader known for social
justice advocacy?

Desmond Tutu was a key figure in the fight against apartheid in South Africa and is celebrated for his
advocacy for peace, reconciliation, and social justice.

Which Christian missionary is best known for his work in
India?

William Carey is often referred to as the 'father of modern missions' for his extensive work in India,
where he translated the Bible into several Indian languages.
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